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New President’s Welcome

I would like to thank you all for having me as your president.

I have one main aim during the coming year and that is to make sure you all know how to spell my name – I am the Carole with the ‘e’ on the end!!! If you send me anything without the ‘e’ I shall pass it on to one of the other Carols who spell their names without an ‘e’!!!

Seriously, I have three aims for the forthcoming year. The first and most important is to all have fun. If I have learnt nothing else in my life I know that when people are enjoying themselves they work harder and do more. The second is to carry on and if possible increase the work we do to help others, particularly although not exclusively women and girls, locally, nationally and internationally. Lastly it is to raise funds to help in that work. We are not a fundraising organisation but some money is essential to fulfil the first 2 aims.

For those of you who do not know me very well here is a potted version of my life history. I spent most of my formative years living in a school house in a village in Berkshire where my father was headmaster. I attended a Church of England convent which explains my life long connection with the church and is the reason why I am now a churchwarden and we are able to use this venue more or less when we want. I trained as a teacher and had a job locally to my home for 18 months and then spread my wings and taught forces children in Germany for 6 years where I became a deputy head after three years. I then returned to England in 1971 and promptly emigrated to Cornwall where I took up the position of headteacher of St Dennis Infant and Nursery school.  I retired in 1996 when the school closed down. I had tried to move during those years but I think County Hall felt it was better for them if I stayed where I was. As you may know from our club’s 35th birthday if not before, I was one of the founder members of this club when Shirley started it in 1977. I was president in 1986 and never dreamt I would be doing the job again now. I hope to try and make this year a worthwhile and happy one. With your support I feel we can make this year successful. I intend to make the committees work hard but really want us to all have fun doing it. Talking of support I would not be standing here without the backing of Brenda with whom I have shared my life for the past 39 years. She will tell you that one of my favourite words is ‘right’ and that means stop talking and get on with it. I wasn’t a headteacher for 25 years for nothing!!

My very best wishes for a happy and productive year.

Carole 

(with an ‘e’)!!!

AGM   2013
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               President Carole & Immediate Past President Libby
Catherine and Liz joint Presidents Elect were also installed at the AGM on 11 April 
                         Immediate Past President’s Message

I would like to day a huge thank you to those who had faith in my ability to be President for a second year and have given me so much support. I have thoroughly enjoyed the honour of representing the club, and in a way will find it difficult to stand back. I am sure once I get back into the swing of being able to go on holiday I will relax and let others take over. I do feel a little sad that with all the publicity we have had that we have been unable to attract any new members. Thanks to everyone in the Club for their help, 

I know we are in for a good year with Carole at the helm.

Best Wishes to you all   
Libby
Bursary awards

Two bursary awards were presented by IPP  Kay at the AGM Tracey Twomey who is studying in Newquay at Cornwall College. She is in her first year taking a BSc applied Zoology course. She was described by her tutor as one of the best students he had ever taught. Charlotte Collier is taking A levels at St Austell college, she hopes to go on to study Biomedical Science in particular Forensic Toxicology. She too received high praise from her tutors. 

Kay installed as Region Vice President

. 

Kay receiving her Vice President badge from Region President Caroline Chugg at the Region meeting in Taunton on Sat 9th February. 
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Being chair of PA

I took over as Chair of PA in August 2011 with some trepidation.  It has been a massive learning curve and I am sure I have made many mistakes along the way but I have enjoyed the challenge.  It has taught me about Soroptimism in a way I could not have done so simply as a committee member.  I attended one Regional  Meeting  where I sat with all the other PA Officers in the Region.  This was an excellent way to do it and meant we could discuss and share ideas and get to know one-and-other far better than sitting with our own members.  I would advise any member to go to Region, it is interesting and informative and the speakers are well-chosen and captivating. I started with lots of ideas but quickly realised they had either been done before or were simply not viable for our Club.  However, we did manage to achieve quite a lot. I feel the best achievement I have made is the ‘Mary’s Backpack Project’ .  This project was exactly what our Club needed and the response from everyone was amazing.  The donations just kept coming and some members went the extra mile with donations from local businesses.  We also got the local Guiding Association involved.  We managed to send a total of 126 packs and each one make up by ourselves.  We had some fun sessions filling the packs and the support was very welcoming.  Our contribution means there are 136 children going to school fully equipped. The support of Sne Dobe over the last year has also been a worthwhile project.  We found Sne through Ann Truscott who knew her when she went to South Africa to do voluntary work.  We have had letters from Sne and have an insight into her life in the orphanage and at the school, our donation to cover the school fees have enabled her to attend the school.  This was also fulfilling the Federation’s ‘3Es’ – Educate, Empower and Enable.  As I now take up the mantle of Joint President Elect I will continue to work closely with the PA committee and hope to carry on the good work of the last 18 months.  I still have much to learn and will continue to enhance my knowledge. I thank you all for your support in this time, especially during the months last year when I had to care for Simon during his illness.

Catherine Hannaford

Barn Dance

The long awaited Barn Dance took place on February 16th, what a success it was, well done Judith. From about 7.45pm people started to arrive with plates of 

food. Judith and Sylvia were on the door and were kept busy taking entrance money and selling raffle tickets, about 8 prizes had been donated, chocolates wine etc. The music started, Judith's husband and a woman were the band with a caller named John, our feet never touched the ground until 9.15pm when a break was called for the faith supper. What a spread, sausage rolls, quiches, sandwiches, cakes, fruit pies, we ate and 

drank tea or coffee ( some had stronger ) but there was still plenty left. Then John called back to the floor, we danced off, my friends and I made our own sets which was just as well because sometimes we were helpless with laughter at our own tangles, one friend asked me did we do this every month she was enjoying herself so much. Many thanks to Carol and Brenda for kitchen duties and to all that helped with the washing up and many to Judith who helped  us raise 525.00 for the refuge's, what a fantastic evening 

Barbara C 
Western Evening
The Western evening was held on January 17th 2013 at Charlestown Church Hall. 

Most of us made an effort to wear western attire, checked shirts, jeans, bootsand hats. Liz out did us all in her outfit and special boots as she was in charge of the line dancing.  We ate a supper of bangers and mash with beans, and apple pie and custard or dessert. Then full of beans ( excuse the pun ) we took to the floor. Just a couple easy line dances Liz said, who was she kidding. Some were better than 

others but for a lot of us the messages from our brains to our feet were either a few bars late or never arrived at all. I was all good fun and rounded off the evening with us all in good spirits. With Carol as President one wonders what next year's theme will be. 

Barbara C 
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35th Birthday Party

The Thirty Fifth Anniversary of the founding of our Club was held at Porthpean Golf Club on 21st February 2013.The Event was well attended by members; previous members were also invited and 10 of them were able to come. It was an evening full of fun and laughter involving a Guess Who Competition featuring Childhood Pictures of members – Libby Moore guessing the most.  A superb buffet was provided by Porthpean Golf Club, followed by the cutting of a cake by Marjorie Hutchison.  The cake was made by President Libby with a glass of bubbly very ably handed out by Brenda !! A more sober moment was when the names of five members were remembered with the lighting of a candle for each member namely Elizabeth Millard, Rita Tew, Annette Emery, Kay Gordon and Margaret Unit.  

A flower arrangement was presented to our newest member Sheila Bing.

There was a presentation of long service certificates for members past and present including several founder members as follows:

25 Years:

Sylvia Veale, Judith Skinner Della Vian

30 Years:

Pat Wakeford, Shirley Rosevear, Jane Millard, Diana Cross, Joy Brumbly

35 Years:

Brenda Morton, Wendy Plaice, Heather Bishop, Carole Richards, Jo Bennett, Carole Gardner

40 Years:

Shirley Mathieson

45 Years:

Mary Weston

We should thank Brenda and her committee for organising such a lovely event.
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                        One Billion Rising Campaign 
Ann, Mary Wendy Carolyn and Fiona joined with women from all over the County for a Candle Lit Vigil outside Truro Cathedral on Thursday 14th February. It was a time to gather, pause, reflect and unite with others across the world to End Violence Against Women and Girls. The event was organised by WRSAC Women’s Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre www.wrsac.org www.onebillionrising.org 
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Womens Day March  2013

. 
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Indeed a special day in our Soroptimist calendar, this year Wendy, President Libby and I drove to Plymouth to join in the festivities laid on by our grandmother Club SI Plymouth.  We arrived at the Roland Lewinski building just before 10 am, where we were welcomed by members of the Club and a hot coffee!  Bliss.  The proceedings were opened by the widow of Roland Lewinski, who stood on the stairwell in the main building, obviously very proud of her husband’s achievements in designing the university, who delivered a well prepared welcoming speech, speaking very highly of our work and purpose.  She received a very warm applause.  The main area was made up of many stalls and exhibitions including the Purple Teardrop, Shout it Out Literacy Project, March Hare, wig and hair advice, Women’s Refuge etc.  Throughout the day all sorts of activities were going on, including a Zumba class which both Libby and Wendy took part in.  I excused myself, due to my heels and quite happily sat and watched!! At noon we went to a presentation by Prof. Andy Phippen on ‘Safety in the Media’ regarding SEXTING.  (This is where one sends each other pictures (of sexual content) and in some cases, go on to use these pictures to either exploit the subject, humiliate or blackmail.  (I had never heard of this!) Interestingly enough, reports and research indicate that today’s children, as young as 7-8, can spend up to 3 hours a day ‘on-line’  The presentation showed how children as young as 13 years old were swapping intimate photos.  It certainly was an ‘eye opener’ and we all had an opportunity for questions and feedback.  We enjoyed a light lunch in the refectory and then there was the tumultuous decision, whether to go on to the next presentation, or to walk across the road to Marks and Spencer (Libby had some money off vouchers in M & S and I had some money off vouchers in Debenhams!)  What can I say?……..we just had to get rid of the vouchers!!  We all dabbled in a little spending before finishing off the day with a frothy coffee before heading back home to Cornwall.  SI Plymouth organized a splendid day, a lovely atmosphere and swelled the awareness of some wonderful Women’s groups and businesses.  
Congratulations to all concerned.  A day of friendship, femininity and fun!

 Kay T.   
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The next day, Saturday I joined women in Truro on a Women only March, it was organised by WRSAC. I carried my SI “Stop the Violence” banner. There were representatives from a lot of women groups. We followed a ladies only marching band with very loud drums . We marched from the Viaduct car park through the city to Lemon Quay and handed out plastic bags with End Violence against Women & Girls. We stopped the traffic and attracted attention. One of the lines chanted was “What do we want? To End Violence Against Women. When do we want it NOW!” After the March there were speakers in Lemon Quay on the theme of International Women’s Day and survivors of violence. As I was marching I reflected that this was probably the first protest march I had ever been involved in. Never too old to try something new. Wendy P

 Polkyth District Rainbows Brownies & Guides help support Mary’s Meals                                              Backpacks.
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President Libby Catherine Hannaford were guests at the Thinking Day activities of the rainbows brownies & guides at St Ewe Village Hall. The girls had helped collect items for the backpacks. We have already sent off 62 backpacks and our target is for the end of this Soroptimist year in April is 100.
Cheque for Cystic Fibrosis
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Audrey Williams, the south west fundraiser for cystic fibrosis joined the club at Porthpean Golf club to receive a cheque from President Libby for £800. She gave a brief explanation of the condition bringing us up to date with the improvements in diagnosis, treatment and the exciting research currently happening for this life shortening and debilitating hereditary illness.

                            Pensioner's reply 
Didn't like shopping there anyway. Yesterday I was at my local Tesco 

store buying a large bag of Chum dog food for my loyal pet and was 
in the checkout queue when a woman behind me asked if I had a dog..
What did she think I had, an elephant? So, since I'm retired and have 
little to do, on impulse I told her that no, I didn't have a dog, I was 
starting the Chum Diet again. I added that I probably shouldn’t, 
because I ended up in hospital last time, but I'd lost 2 stone before I 
woke up in intensive care with tubes coming out of most of my orifices 
and IVs in both arms. I told her that it was essentially a perfect diet and that the way that it works is to load your pockets with Chum nuggets and simply eat 
one or two every time you feel hungry. The food is nutritionally 
complete so it works well and I was going to try it again. (I have to 
mention here that practically everyone in queue was now enthralled with 
my story.)  Horrified, she asked me if I ended up in intensive care because the dog 
food poisoned me. I told her no, I stepped off the kerb to sniff an 
Irish Setter's bum and a car hit me. thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was laughing so hard. I'm now banned from Tescos. Better watch what you ask retired people. They have all the time in the world to think of 
daft things to say.    Anon

                 Newsletter produced by   Fiona Davie

                  Thank you for your contributions

         Closing date for next news letter is   August 12th 2013

Any items gratefully accepted and will be acknowledged if sent to glowji@gmail.com
A silly joke
Paddy took 2 stuffed dogs to Antiques Roadshow
"Ooh!" said the presenter, "This is a very rare set, produced by the celebrated Johns Brothers taxidermists who operated in London at the turn of last century.

Do you have any idea what they would fetch if they were in good condition?" 
"Sticks?" Paddy said

                               A final thought from Libby

Handle every stressful situation like a dog.  If you can’t eat it or play with it 

                         just pee on it & walk away.


