Soroptimist International – Aberdeen Club

Friendship link - Kuopio, Finland  
There has been a SI Club in Kuopio since 1959, there were 2 club members present at their 50th anniversary Gala dinner on 25th April 2009.  During the weekend, there was also a celebratory seminar and a special theatre performance. 
Kuopio is the 8th largest city in Finland recording a population of just over 12,000 in 2021; it is situated in the Northern Savonia region of Eastern Finland.  The city is surrounded by Lake Kallavesi, and several parts of it are built on islands.  It is Finland’s 7th most popular tourist destination.   The university specialises in health and environmental sciences. 

In 2021 they are recorded as having 15 members and meet on the evening of the  1st Monday of a month (excl. July & August), either via Zoom or in person (observing the necessary precautions).

They collect money by organizing internal raffles at meetings (the winner brings a prize to the next meeting), and before Christmas they normally participate in Xmas market sales, these days only  by personal approach (i.e. everybody tries to sell to their contacts); sales items include candles, jam, mustard, hand-knit socks, pastries etc.

They donate to the Plan International organization in order to support one school girl in India. Locally we make a small donation in the end of each school year to an internationally minded girl on the first-grade of one school.

