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June started off as a relatively quiet month from the point of 
view of Soroptimist visits but I finally managed to get to a 
club meeting! 
 
It was great to be back with friends and hear all about what 
had been happening and what I had missed. Reading the 
minutes does not give you the same buzz that the 
enthusiasm of members does. 

I was fortunate to attend the 
70thCharter luncheon celebrations 
of SI Bangor (Wales) at Seiont 
Manor, attended by President 
Elect Sue Williams and her 
husband as well as our own 

Regional President Hilary. It was a wonderful day and a true celebration of 
all the work done by the club. 
 
I even managed a half day in our “pop up shop” in Holyhead – an event 
that realised over £1,000 for our Club President’s charities, but still the 
age old comment from the customers “What is a Soroptimist- I have never 
heard of them?” 

We all have to do something about this. 
At the end of June I had been working in Cardiff for a couple of days and as the weather was glorious 
I got chatting to several other “single” ladies enjoying a drink at the pavement cafes and bars – I 
managed to get at least 3 women enthused about Soroptimism with promises to look up their 
nearest club. 

I did the same in the hotel in Weston-super-Mare on 28th June and in Llandudno station I actually ran 
out of business cards! Everyone I talked to about Soroptimism was amazed at what we do and 
interested in learning more – our Organisation is our pride and joy and we all need to promote it. 
 

I had travelled to Weston-super-Mare to attend 
the Skirting Science event that had been 
organised by the local club. It was an superb 
event with 14 interactive workshops on STEM 
subjects ranging from Haematology to Bridge 
Building and many subjects in between. 
Over 150 girls were in attendance and from 
what I saw they all thoroughly enjoyed the day. 
The work in organising and running the event 
must have been quite hard, but the results were 
truly worth the effort. 

Our database shows 19 reports on Skirting Science, reaching over 1000  girls and of course I cannot 
mention these projects without congratulating SI Bournemouth on their Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary service – a major recognition for all their hard work. 
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With the UKPAC study day in Belfast to look forward to July should get off to a good start, and we 
are at the time of year when the Programme Team will be looking at the database to select the 
contenders for the Best Practice Awards so please make sure your work has been entered. 

The Team will also be shortlisting the Federation Programme applications for you to vote on in 
Liverpool so a lot is going on behind the scenes. 

Enjoy your summer- don’t work too hard but never miss an opportunity to promote our 
Organisation- it is the best of women working for the best for women! 
 
Barbara Dixon 
Programme Director 


