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Education is one of the core principles of Soroptimism; it is goal 
number 4 of the 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs), ‘Ensure 
inclusive and equitable high quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all’. Goal 4 
focuses on foundational and higher-order 
skills; greater and more equitable access 
to technical and vocational education 
and training; higher education; training 
throughout life; and the knowledge, skills 
and values needed to function well and 

contribute to society. 
 
In addition to improving quality of life, access to inclusive education can help equip people 
with the tools to develop innovative solutions to the world’s greatest problems. 

We are still a long way from meeting the targets of goal 4 
More than half of children and adolescents worldwide are not meeting minimum proficiency 
standards in reading and mathematics. Disparities in education along the lines of gender, 
urban-rural location and other dimensions still run deep. More investments in education 
infrastructure are required, particularly in least developed countries (LDCs). 

 Enrolment in primary education in developing countries has reached 91 per cent but 57 
million primary age children remain out of school. The majority of these are girls. 

 More than half of children that have not enrolled in school live in sub-Saharan Africa 

 An estimated 50 per cent of out-of-school children of primary school age live in 
conflict-affected areas. 

In the past decade, major progress has been made towards increasing access to education 
at all levels and increasing enrolment rates in schools particularly for girls but we must keep 
up the pressure. 

The reasons for lack of high quality education are due to lack of adequately trained 
teachers, poor conditions of schools and equity issues related to opportunities provided to 
rural children. For high quality education to be provided to the children of impoverished 
families, investment is needed in educational scholarships, teacher training workshops, 
school building and improvement of water and electricity to schools. 

 In 2016, an estimated 85 per cent of primary school teachers worldwide were trained; 
the proportion was 71 per cent for Southern Asia and 61 per cent for sub-Saharan 
Africa 

 In 2016, only 34 per cent of primary schools in LDCs had electricity and less than 40 
percent were equipped with basic hand washing facilities. 

SIGBI Federation-wide projects have education at their core: 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
https://sigbi.org/assets/Yvonne-Gibbon-2018-web-1.jpg
https://sigbi.org/assets/SDG-4.jpg


Meru Women’s Garden Project consists of a varied 
programme of educational activities including the year-long 
‘Agricultural Training’ programme, which provides women 
with vital gardening tools and skills as well as leadership 
skills to enable them to become self-sufficient, pass on 
their skills to other women and girls and take leading roles 

in their communities. 
  

Empowering Girls in Nepal (the new Federation Project 
2019-2022) will provide funds to ChoraChori UK and its 
partner ChoraChori Nepal, to enable them to rescue Nepali 
girls from abusive situations, rehabilitating and 
reintegrating them with their families and communities. 
Where this is not possible, to provide care, education and 

training until they can look after themselves as young adults. Activities include education 
and training to empower them and enhance their employability, enabling them to become 
role models and community leaders of the future. 
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