
Climate Change and Women

‘Sea’ing Efforts are made to Reverse the Damage – SI BARBADOS 



• The Walkers Beach in Barbados is an important nesting 
site for Leather Back turtle which is an endangered 
species. 

• SI Barbados conducted a beach clean at Walkers Beach 
to commemorate World Environment Day 2021.

• 75 bags of trash weighing approximately 25lbs each 
(total 1875 lbs approximately) was collected.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Soroptimist International Barbados Partnered with WIRRED (The Walkers Institute for Regenerative Research and Design) to conduct a Beach clean-up at the Walkers Reserve in St Andrew Barbados to commemorate World Environment Day on June 5th, 2021. In addition to keeping the beaches of Barbados clean the Walkers beach is an important nesting site for Leather Back turtles which is an endangered species. 75 bags of trash at an average weight of 25lbs per bag totalling 1875lbs of trash was collected.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project particularly addressed the goals envisaged in SDG 13 being climate action, SDG 14 being life below water and SDG 15 being life on land. This project is also an excellent example of how partnership among like minded organisations can lead to fantastic results when trying to achieve the goals. SI Barbados worked with Barbados Boy Scouts Association, Slow Food Barbados, the Caribbean Permaculture Research Institute of Barbados and Walkers Reserve Barbados to achieve what was, as can be seen from the pictures, clearly wonderful result in an attempt to combat climate change.



Planting herbs and plants at Coco Hill Forest

• SI Barbados commemorated International 
Women’s Day 2022 by planting more than 150 
herbs and plants in Coco Hill Forest in St. 
Joseph, which was once a sugar plantation and 
has suffered more than 3 centuries of over 
farming and soil erosion

• The project provided insight on the importance 
of regenerative work on the environment and 
the community. Members were introduced to 
the fundamentals of soil preparation and 
planting.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Members of SI Barbados participated in an educational tour on regenerative work and then volunteered their service and time to assist the Coco hill operators in planting more than 150 herbs, plants and other vegetation. The Coco Hill Forest in Mt Wilton, St Joseph Barbados was once a sugar plantation and has suffered more than 300 years of over farming and soil erosion.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The United Nation’s theme for international women’s day 2022 was “Gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow” This calls for climate action from women. The Coco Hill Forest project was negatively impacted by Covid 19 pandemic as it was not able to attract tourists and provide tours to generate income to support its operations. Most of the full-time staff were let go during the Covid 19 pandemic, and this, coupled with the growing over population of the green monkey, has led to increased loss of local fauna, fruits and vegetables. Due to access limitations for heavy equipment needed to clear, till and plant vegetation, the project operators were in need of volunteers to assist with the much-needed regenerative work as the terrain is hilly with many slopes. As such the operators cannot afford heavy equipment to complete the clearing, tilling and planting.
This activity provided additional insight on the benefit regenerative work can have on the environment and the benefits to the community. It also provided an opportunity for fellowship among the members of SI Barbados who participated. Members were introduced to the fundamentals of soil preparation and planting.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As part of the worldwide observance of the Soroptimist Day of Action 2021, SI Barbados embarked on a climate-smart beautification exercise at St. Andrew’s Parish Church on July 17, 2021. The aim was to plant 100 trees for the 100 years as part of our centenary celebrations. The goal was surpassed and a total of 118 trees and plants, including pomegranate, guava, sugar apple and cherry trees, were installed along with some aloe plants, lemon and cous cous grasses, herbs, and medicinal plants.

This climate action was important to help reduce eco-poverty and support the community. Our tree planting was showcased on the social media pages of major media houses as well as in Newspaper articles of the two National Newspapers. News features were also carried by the lone television broadcasting station CBC TV8 on their Evening News of July 17 and their Morning Barbados broadcast of July 19, 2021.



WOMEN AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
RESILIENCE IN THE CARIBBEAN

A TALK BY DR. RENATA RAMSAYWAK – LALLA
PRESIDENT,

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATTIONAL OF SAN FERNANDO

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I now have the pleasure of inviting Dr. Renata Ramsaywak Lalla, President of SI San Fernando on the 60th Year of their anniversary, to give a talk on ‘Women and Climate Change Resilience in the Caribbean’. Renata recognises that we all need to be advocates for climate change to ensure the survival of our planet. Her talk deals with the impacts of climate change in the small islands of the Caribbean, the effects of these impacts on women and the contribution of women to climate resilience.
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