
Places to Visit in Bournemouth 
 

St Peter's Church, Hinton Road, Bournemouth 
 

St Peter's is the Parish Church of the 
town. Noted for its Victorian gothic 
revival interior  The grave of Mary 
Shelley, author of Frankenstein is in the 
churchyard where she was buried with 
her mother, Mary Woolstonecraft, the 
early feminist who wrote "A 
Vindication of the Rights of Women". 
See Information Board for further 
details. The Blue Plaque is one of the 
few to females in the town. 
 
Occasional quality lunchtime concerts 
and a well recommended very 
reasonably priced community cafe 
open during the daytime. 
www.stpetersbournemouth.org.uk 

 

 
Shelley Theatre, Boscombe 
 
The house built for Mary Shelley, which she never occupied, is now a thriving arts venue with plays, live music 
etc. 
See www.shelleytheatre.co.uk  for details. 
 
  

Bus Ride To Sandbanks or Swanage 
Take a number 50 More Bus from Bournemouth Town 
Centre which heads for Swanage via the chain ferry. Alight 
at Sandbanks for a shorter trip and view the entrance to the 
world's second largest harbour at Poole. Check for bus 
times and seasonal changes. The Sandbanks peninsular is 
noted for its upmarket properties and sea views. 
 

 
 
 

Poole Quay and Museum 
 
Frequent Buses run all day and night between Poole and 
Bournemouth. Poole Quay and historic old town is the 
home to many pubs and a popular spot with tourists. Poole 
Museum with its ancient log boat dating from 295BC is 
worth a visit and you can climb Sir Anthony Caro's metallic 
sculpture “Sea Music” which he donated to the town. The 
quay is about half a mile from the central bus 
station.www.poolemuseums.org.uk 
 
  



Compton Acres Garden at Canford Cliffs 
 
In the suburb of Canford Cliffs you can visit a pleasant 
garden (entrance fee) and refresh  yourself at the cafe or 
browse the interesting gift shop.  Take the no 50 Bus from 
Bournemouth Square, alight at Haven Road and walk to 
garden entrance. (ask conductor). Car Park. 
 
Open all year. www.comptonacres.co.uk for further details. 
 
 

 
 
 

Westbourne Shops 
 
With its cafes, restaurants, individual shops, and Victorian 
arcade, Westbourne makes for an interesting outing. You 
will find dress and shoe shops, plus Almond & Co, a new 
plastic free outlet at 74, Poole Road. Car Parks nearby or take 
one of the frequent buses from Bournemouth Square for the 
short journey there. See 
www.visitbournemouth.com/list/shops-and-restaurants-in-
westbourne 
 

 

Christchurch Priory 
 
The  Priory is very old and situated in very pleasant surroundings. A day can easily be spent in Christchuch 
which is only a short journey away. Buses from Bournemouth Square. 
 
The Red House Museum and Quay area are interesting to visit too 
 
 

Guided Walks 
 
If you enjoy guided walks then we recommend you take one with Hattie Miles. Check out 
www.walkingtalks.wordpress.com to see what is on offer. Bournemouth has some fascinating connections 
and hidden history tales. Hattie unlocks them in a low key, friendly way and you will be sure to enjoy yourself. 
 

Bournemouth Pavilion Theatre 
 
In the town centre you will find the Pavilion Theatre which puts on regular events. See 
www.bournemouthpavilion.co.uk for the latest programme. 
 

Russell-Cotes Art Gallery & Museum, East Cliff Promenade, Bournemouth, BH1 3AA 
The Russell-Cotes Art Gallery and Museum is an exotic, spectacular Victorian villa overlooking the sea. A cafe 
is on site and the gallery is open Tuesday to Sunday 10am to 5pm.   
For more information please visit:  http://russellcotes.com 
 

Hengistbury Head Visitor Centre, Hengistbury Head Nature Reserve, Bournemouth, Dorset BH6 4EW.  It is 
the perfect place to learn about the historic Hengistbury Head, find out more about the wildlife and discover 
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the many events held throughout the year for people of all ages. For more information please visit: 
https://www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk 
 
 

Boscombe Market, Pedestrian Precinct, Christchurch Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth, BH1 4SX.   
The Market is open Thursday to Saturday from 9am to 5pm.  Freshly prepared and served ‘Street Food’ is 
becoming increasingly popular, and you’ll find hot and tasty dishes from India, Thailand, Brazil and traditional 
British dishes from burgers and pies to fish and chips. There’s also wonderfully decadent pastries, waffles and 
cakes.   
 
Apart from food you’ll also find clothing, jewellery, plants, flowers and so much more... it’s all at Boscombe 
Open Air Market on the pedestrian precinct, in front of the Sovereign Shopping Centre. 

With two undercover shopping centres, including the beautiful Victorian Royal Arcade, high street stores, 
great choice of cafes and restaurants, beautiful beaches and gardens. All on level access, served by many 
local bus services and with ample parking for cars, and just three miles from the centre of Bournemouth.  For 
more information please visit: http://boscombemarket.co.uk/ 
 
 

Oceanarium, The Bournemouth Aquarium, Pier Approach, West Beach, Bournemouth, BH2 5AA.   
Take an underwater adventure around the waters of the world and come face to face with hundreds of crea-
tures.  Immerse yourself in a sea of colour, with ten spectacular recreated environments. Open daily from 
10am to 4pm.   
For more information and how to book please visit: https://www.oceanarium.co.uk 
 
 

Poole Hill Brewery, 41-43 Poole Hill, Bournemouth, BH2 5PW.   
Home of Southbourne Ales and Tingay’s.  Hourly tours following the process from raw materials to a tutored 
tasting of some of the beers which are available in the Taproom.  Opening Times: Wednesday – Saturday 
12pm – 4pm and Sundays 12pm-2pm.  
For further information and how to book please visit: http://poolehillbrewery.com 
 

Queen’s Park Golf Course, Queens Park Pavilion, Queen’s Park West Drive, Bournemouth, BH8 9BY 
Queen’s Park is a mature and challenging heathland golf course.  Once a regular on the European Tour, it has 
hosted many major professional tournaments.  Queen’s Park is open all year round and welcome both regular 
and pay and play visitors.   
For further information and how to book please visit: https://www.queensparkgolfcourse.com 
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