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President's Message

Welcome to the March edition of SIEnna.
We have been taking part in a variety of
activities to promote and celebrate
International Women’s Day (IWD) as part
of Women’s History month. Scottish
Soroptimists put on their best colour
purple and made a splash on Facebook.

Our own Edith looks splendid modelling
the stylish Soroptimist tartan. Thanks to
Brenda for pulling this together.

Some notes about what else we were
involved in follow in the newsletter. SI
Edinburgh are looking forward to learning

more about Dr. Elsie Inglis (1864 — 1917)
at our next speaker meeting. A strong,
ambitious woman who was a surgeon and
suffragist. Elsie established a college of
medicine and hospitals for women across
Scotland. These were mainly staffed by
women. During WW1 they treated allied
forces without any support from the UK
government

| thoroughly enjoy listening to the podcast
“Electoral Dysfunction” which is hosted by
Beth Rigby and features Ruth Davison
and Harriet Harman. In my view, very wise
politicians who irrespective of their
different political allegiances, discuss and
debate issues with grace and humour.
Harriet Harman has long championed the
rights of women and girls and campaigned
for the prevention of violence against
women, so it was with delight that | learnt
that she has been appointed UK Special
Envoy for women and girls. An
appointment made to coincide with IWD.
She is this week (March 17th) heading for
Afghanistan.

Despite the high profile of situations
affecting other countries across the world,
it is important to keep our eyes out for
those where the actions of ruling powers
seek to undermine and minimise
opportunities for women and girls. Places
where actions to educate, empower and
enable girls and women are carried out in
secret and at some risk by brave women
determined to break down the barriers to
opportunities for women.
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Rights. Equality. Empowerment.
8 March - Happy Women's Day

New meeting place Words and Actions
4 Peace, 58 Ratcliffe Terrace,
Edinburgh EH9 1ST April 9th 2025



Minutes of the SI Edinburgh Business
Meeting held on 12 March 2025 at
7.30pm in Edinburgh Central Hostel
and via Zoom

Apologies (Marjory) These were received
from Judith, Nikki and Gari

Minutes of the last business meeting, 12
February

These were accepted, subject to Sue, Girl
Guide Commission being added. Anna
proposed and Edith seconded.

1. Programmme Action (Lindsay, Liz
Nikki all) IWD events feedback

Lindsey reported that she had attended
the Scottish Womens’ Convention at
Holyrood, which was chaired by the
Presiding Officer. Lady Harriet Harman
and Kate Forbes MSP also spoke. She
found that the cards, which Sl had
produced on Violence against Women,
were in the delegates’ presentation bags.
She will write this up in full for SIENNA.
Sue reported that she went to the Tale of
Two Feminist Cities, which Angela
Voulgari had organised at the City
Chambers. The main point was that if the
public realm were made safe for women
then everyone would benefit. It was noted
that solar street lighting is relatively cheap
to install.

Lindsey thanked members, who had
collected for Marie Curie.

SIGBI PA project — ideas for action -
travel safety, waiting further info.

Orange the World - 16 days of activism
follow up meeting (doc)

Judith reported that she had a meeting
with the Violence against Women Co-
ordinator at the council, for whom she
works, on 19 February. Liz said that she
has still not written to Lady Kennedy. The
guestion was how to support MSPs, who
were keen on the proposed Misogyny Bill.

Anna reported that the Last Orange Cafe
had been held at the cafe in Holyrood on
25 February, where those attending were

forbidden to wear their Orange the World
tee-shirts on the ground that the message
on them was political. It was agreed to
meet on 25 April at “Out of the Blue” in
Dalmeny Street.

The Welcoming update (Elaine)

She reported that she attended an
Induction at Gorgie Hall. There were 50
women, 3 volunteers for 2 afternoons a
week.

Update on region project (Liz) — supportive
information for women survivors of abuse
going through the criminal justice system.
There were no more updates. It was
agreed to ask Gari if she could find a
volunteer from UN House Scotland to
help.

Pat reported that she had recently had a
conversation with Christine Jardine MP for
Edinburgh West, who said that she would
like to meet with the Soroptimists. It was
agreed that this meeting should be
arranged at a regional level.

LinkNet — update (Liz /Dorothy)

This provides mentoring and coaching for
young women. Liz is a mentor for one.
There were no more updates.

ECA Art Prize — (Alison/Liz) (doc)

Alison reported that she and Liz had met
with Collette Paterson 5 March, to discuss
what criteria would be used for judging the
graduation work for the Soroptimist prize.
Collette explained that all graduands
would have to submit their work by 1 May.
She would then produce a shortlist for the
Club’s consideration by 215t Shortlisted
candidates would then present their work
online at the May speaker meeting, each
being given 10 minutes. The date for
judging would be May 26th pm.

Alison, Elaine, Winifred and Liz agreed to
be the Panel reps.

Region PA meeting (doc)

It was explained that Scotland South is
now run on a club rota basis. However,
there is dissatisfaction that there is no one



member, who can act as a conduit for
SIGBI to pass on information. It was
reported that Scotland now has a PA
champion, Brenda Kay.

2. Arrangements for officers and
running the club after April (all)

It was agreed that the AGM would be held
on 23 April. Alison said that she would
send out the 1%t Notice for it this week-
end. It was explained that the Club must
have a Treasurer, Secretary and PA Co-
Ordinator. Nominations for these roles
should be sent to Alison by 19 April.

3. Membership (Anna)
Dr Sue was formally welcomed to the Club

4. Finance (Dorothy)

Dorothy asked if anyone had any
expenses to claim from the Club, they
should submit their claims to her by 31
March. She reported that she had set up
a Standing Order to pay for the hire of the
meeting room at 58, Ratcliffe Terrace,
which will cost £40.00 per month. It was
agreed that the Club’s subscription should
remain at £130.00. Any surplus, which
accrues at the end of a year, could be
given to a charity of members’ choice.

Sue, Girl Guide Commissioner, asked if
the Club could give some help towards a
proposed trip for Edinburgh girl guides to
Amsterdam on 5/6 April. It was agreed to
give £200.00.

5. Programme/next event (Alison)

Alison reminded members that the next
speaker meeting would be on 26 March
with Ailsa Clark speaking on Dr Elsie
Inglis. This would be the Club’s last
meeting at the Edinburgh Central Hostel.

6. Friendship links

Liz thanked the Friendship link
correspondents, who email the
newsletters, which they receive from the
Club’s Friendship link clubs.

7. SIENNA
All items for this month’s SIENNA should

be submitted to Gari and Clephane by 21
March.

8. AOCB

New Constitution for Clubs (doc)

It was explained that Clubs’ constitutions
were amended at the November 2024
SIGBI Conference. It was agreed that Liz
should sign it off with Dorothy as witness.

It was agreed to decline attendance at the
Grange Fair on 10 May and go SI
Dunfermline lunch instead.

Christine reported that she had received
some Long Service certificates from
SIGBI.

AND IT’S DAFFODIL TIME AGAIN!
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Photo shows Edith with Lindsey and George,
the Marie Curie representative, who emptied
our buckets before we got on our way home.

No not the flowers in your garden — at last
- but the Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal and
once again some of our members were
able to collect this spring, suitably donned
in yellow with matching ‘hats’! We stood
out at Morrison’s Supermarket in Ferry
Road at the end of February with two
teams collecting for the charity, Anna and
new member Sue were first out followed
by Edith and Lindsey later in the
afternoon. It was a good collect as we
were nicely inside out of the wind and
could have a sandwich lunch or similar,
before or after our stint. As ever Marie
Curie sent out kind thank you e-mails
appreciating what we had done.




Orange Café for February 2025

Lovely to meet in the café of the Scottish
Parliament to mark our 2nd Orange Café
of the year — the ladies included Edith,
Anna, Lindsey and our newest member
Sue with a visitor from Scotland North —
Janice — from Aberdeen. Janice has a flat
in Edinburgh and we look forward to
meeting her again when she is next in the
city. Parliament was sitting so we had no
chance to meet up with any of our MSPs
but maybe next time!

The shortbread is gorg eou

A Tale of Two Feminist Cities

Why the public realm needs to be safer
for women and girls and how can we
achieve it?

| attended this International Women’s day
event which was organised by Angela
Voulgari, the lead officer of the Equally
Safe Edinburgh committee.

The two cities were Edinburgh and
Glasgow.

The speakers came from both cities —
councillors and council officers.

| confess | had never heard the term
“feminist city” before. Both cities aspire to
become one.

Background- in the past wurban
environments have been built by men.
Feminist town planning allows a critical
eye on planning decisions through a
“‘gendered lens”.

The point was made that if you make the
public realm better for women and girls it
will be better for everyone.

Its not just a planning issue but
encompasses licensing, education,
environment etc. Also requires input from
other agencies (eg police) and third
sector. Good access to public spaces (eg
green space) is good for health and well -
being. A tool was mentioned (the Place
Tool) which allows structured responses to
guestions on how people feel about their
locality.

A document was presented which has
been written by City of Edinburgh Council
— Edinburgh Street Design Guidance
“Women’ Safety” factsheet. This talked
about good street lighting, no hidden
corners, vegetation cut back, building
frontages being transparent, transparent
glass in bus shelters etc.

In Glasgow they have improved the
lighting in parks by using solar powered
pillars which is a quicker fix than mains
operated lights as you don’t need to dig a
trench for cables. Also been looking at
play parks and public toilet provision.

| would have liked to hear more about
Edinburgh’s plans. What the city has
achieved so far and future projects. It
was, however, an enjoyable morning. Sue

Art College - Criteria for the SIE
Sustainability Award

1. Is there a clear story and rationale behind
the work?

2. Are the ideas for the textile designs creative
and innovative?

3. How well have the longevity and the life-
cycle of the raw materials been considered?
4. What are their environmental impacts?

5. lIs/are the colours used appropriate and
what overall impact does their application
have?

6. What consideration has been given to
future textile production for scale or in
response to local needs?

7. Is there clear consideration of a chosen
market taking into account how this may solve
issues around sustainability?



UN House Scotland invitation!

The Beyond COP team are hosting an
event entitled “Beyond COP29: Powering
Our Future” as part of our annual Beyond
COP series on Wednesday 9 April 2025
at 1pm UK time.

The event will feature three speakers:
Natalie Jones (policy advisor in 1ISD’s
Energy Program), Professor Karishma
Ansaram (Lecturer in Climate Finance and
Investment at the University of Edinburgh)
and Oksana  Voytyukt  (Associate
Professor focused on energy security at
the University of Bialystok).

There will be a Q&A/Discussion session
after the speaker presentation, during
which participants will be encouraged to
ask questions, share their own climate
initiatives and speak about energy and
security in their communities.

To register, please click here.

Please do feel free to circulate this to your
networks as well!
Thank you and we hope to see you there.

In collaboration with In Solidarity Edinburgh, Secure Scotland, Art Workers for
Palestine Scotland & Edinburgh University Justice for Palestine Society

Words and Actions for Peace
58 Ratcliffe Terrace EH9 1ST
17th - 23rd of March | 10am - 5pm

Children’s Art from the Genocide

For more information on the Touring Exhibition:
@heart.of.gaza
To stay up-to-date on the Edinburgh Exhibition and its programm of
9 related talks and activities:
@insolidarityedin and @wordsandactions.edinburgh

S| Edinburgh Meetings

Wednesday March 26 Speaker Ailsa
Clark on Elsie Inglis at Youth Hostel
and on zoom

Wednesday April 9 Business meeting at
Words and Actions 4 Peace and zoom
Wednesday April 23 AGM at Words and
Actions 4 Peace and zoom

Wednesday 7 May Business meeting at
WandA4Peace

Wednesday 21 May Speaker on Art
College Textile Students’ submissions
Wednesday 11 June Business Meeting at
WandA4Peace and on zoom

Wednesday 25 June tbc

Wednesday 10 September Business
Meeting at WandA4Peace and on zoom
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their places inside the debating chamber of
Holyrood Parliament awaiting the start of
the Scottish Women’s Convention of 2025,
celebrating International Women'’s Day.
Following a light lunch we were ready to
welcome among others, Kate Forbes, Deputy
First Minister of Scotland, Agnes Tolmie,
Chair, the Scottish Women’s Convention and
the guest speaker for the day, Baroness
Harriet Harman, KC. Baroness Harman is
Chair of the Fawcett Society, the UK’s leading
charity campaigning for women’s rights and
spoke eloquently on human rights and zero
tolerance of violence against women. She
remarked that unlike the Scottish parliament
building, where we were welcome in the
debating chamber, Westminster debating
chamber is closed to all, other than sitting
MPS.
We also heard from two pupils from Our
Lady’s High School Cumberland, Niamh and
Daisy, who showed their maturity and
understanding of the problems of the lack of
women in the peace process.
The afternoon ended with a highly amusing
act from the comedian Susan Morrison,
whose biggest problem was trying not to use
four letter words in the presence of the
Presiding Officer, Alison Johnstone, MSP!
Lindsey
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https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/mdPvrVXlSB-8Ca-X36b5AQ

