
Dear Friends,  
 
To accomplish anything, it is necessary not only to 
plan but also to be inspired. Not only to dream but 
also to act. Let us dare to dream an impossible 
dream… 
 
Where women will stride with heads held high and 
minds without fear, Where women will be educated, 
empowered and enabled. Where women will be safe, attain peace, equal rights, 
justice and respected. Into that apex of freedom, my Lord, let women awake.  
 
To quote Ex-President Abdul Kalam – ―A dream is not what you see in sleep but 
dream is the thing which does not let you sleep‖, which says it all – that is, there 
is no point in dream unless emphasis is to give shape to these dreams and act to 
make it a reality. Yes – we must celebrate and salute women who dared to dream 
and have carved out their individual paths of success and have broken the glass 
ceiling to reach the stars. ―Women of substance‖ can be found on every rung of 
society and in all walks of life. Continued in Page 2 
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President‘s message continued from page 1 

We have many such persons in our Soroptimist family.  Even ordinary women taking on the challenge on     
balancing the needs of home and profession have proved like their more visible models that they have the 
stamina, staying power and something more to give. Over centuries women, have excelled but have been silent 
contributors. Let us salute two bravehearts Nirbhaya and Malala for their historical contribution             
towards empowerment. 
 
The horrendous rape and murder of Nirbhaya and aftermath has turned the historical tide and were heard. The 
government has promulgated an ordinance to implement most of the path breaking proposals suggested by 
Justice Verma commission to bring in stringent laws and policies. The financial budget has announced slew of 
measures for empowerment and safety of women / children. The atrocities are continuing unabatedly; we must 
diligently pursue that they are implemented, delivered and mindsets are changed. For, the time has arrived 
when women must work out what a ―Tryst with Destiny‖ really means for women.    
 
It is not enough to be a Soroptimist and know it but it is important to be a Soroptimist and show it by fulfilling 
S.I. objectives. To bring in real changes it involves collective efforts, perseverance and commitment.  
 
With fellowship and service as our touchstones - ―Women Rise‖. If you want the world around to change be 
the change. Be proactive. Employ hearts and hands in full measure for women and girls who do not have a 
voice to make a positive difference in their lives.  
 
Happy Women‘s Month !  
 
Yours in friendship,  
 
Annette Mascarenhas  
President & Councilor  
Nasi – India  

Ten committed  Soroptimists  standing  in  a  line, 
One disliked the President , then there were nine. 
Nine ambitious members on a project worked late, 
One forgot her commitment and then there were eight. 
Eight creative members had ideas as good as heaven, 
One lost enthusiasm and then there were seven. 
Seven loyal  Soroptimists  got in a fix, 
They  quarreled over projects and then there were six. 
Six members remained with spirit and with drive, 
One moved away and then there were five. 
Five steadfast members wished there were more, 
One became indifferent and then there were four. 
Four cheerful members who would never disagree, 
―Til one complained about the food and then there were three. 
Three eager members !  What did they do? 
One got discouraged and then there were two. 
Two earnest members , each one enrolled one more, 
Doubling their number and ten there were four. 
Four determined  members , just would‘nt wait 
Till each one reached another and then there were eight, 
Eight excited members signed up eight more, 
In another six verses , there‖ll be a thousand and twenty four. 

The Value of  One Member  
Contributed by Sheela Rao  - From  the September 2002   SIGBI newsletter, Author 
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Tips on Fund Raising  

by Priya Anand, Freelance Consultant 

Fundraising is the process of raising resources for your NGO either in cash or kind. While these resources 
can be typically raised funding agencies corporate or individuals, this article focuses on local fundraising 
or raising resources from individuals in the form of donations.  
 
Here are some tips on getting started in fundraising:  
 
Check you legal status to make sure that you have the permission to fundraise and provide donors the 
necessary tax benefits they are entitled to have a database of donors who are keen to donate to your cause 
promote the work and achievements of your NGO through annual reports, brochures, a website, a video 
etc Learn from fundraising experiences of peer NGOs by reading case studies and stories of change on 
fundraising prepare a fundraising plan: Develop an annual fundraising plan which schedules fundraising 
events and other activities during specific periods and identify a specific budget that needs to be raised. 
Identify your Ask: Not all fundraising is about money, it could be about finding volunteers or resource 
materials for your project Identify your target audience: From your database identify specific donors who 
are most likely to support your cause Keep your ask simple yet specific: Focus on one particular activity 
for which funds are required and ask for a specific sum of money that might be required from the donor. 
Do not be vague or unspecific about what is required Have a positive attitude: Go in to an ‗ask‘ expecting 
a yes, even though there might be a no from a donor. Identify fundraising tools that work best for your 
organisation: Do you want to conduct an event, or use the internet or send a mailer to ask for donations? 
Get your Board, staff and volunteers involved in fundraising: All individuals associated with your NGO 
should be prepared to raise funds for your NGO. Help them develop realizable goals and targets for 
fundraising Build relationships with your donors: Send thank you letters to donors who donate, keep 
them informed about project activities and achievements, invite them to visit your organization, and vol-

From the Editor’s Desk  

It gives me great pleasure to bring forth the first edition of the newsletter from 
the current NASI team. 
 
A lot has been happening the world over. Atrocities on women and the much 
debated topic of Nirbhaya.  The law keepers have woken up to change the laws in 
the wake of such horrific deeds. Soroptimists from India have played a proactive 
role in bringing focus to this subject by holding protest marches  as well as for-
warding petitions to the powers that be. 
  
India is being viewed by our international counterparts on the one hand as a 
country showing great economic growth, while on the other,  primitive and das-
tardly acts have woken them up to a side of unacceptable and inhumane India.  
 
Soroptimists can bring about the change that we want to see.  Let us all work to-
gether and be the catalysts for creating a better world. 

Sponsored  by Dr. R. Umesh  - Kind courtesy Ms. Anita Belagodu, Past President SI Bangalore  

Rema Ramchandran, 
Media Officer—NASI 


