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The NASI President theme of "Collaborating for 
Impact" needs us to consciously reach out to our 
sister clubs to look at opportunities for working 
together, work with other NGO's, corporations 
and civil society. It is only when we reach out to 
others, that the brand of our Clubs will start 
getting recognized as key people who can help in 
creating a more sustainable and humane world. 
 

It is important that we host meetings in all the 
cities and locations where we have our Clubs so 
that we get an opportunity to meet up with our 
sisters and understand the projects they are 
undertaking. My thanks to SI Burdwan for hosting 
the NASI meeting. We are looking forward to 
having an engaging EC meeting in Burdwan.  
 

Anu Wakhlu 
President NASI of India (2018-20) 
 

 

 

I am happy to be releasing the second electronic 
newsletter of NASI. However, we have a considerable 
distance to go before all the clubs reach a desired 
baseline of using technology and social media for 
communicating effectively across different clubs, with 
SIGBI, other NGOs, our project beneficiaries, etc. 
 

 It is therefore a very time consuming and non-value 
adding process to collect information for the newsletter. 
The pilot workshop we plan to conduct on effective use 
of social media and good communication practices will 
be a good start towards improving this situation.  
 

I look forward to ideas from all the clubs on how we can 
accelerate this process, including the formation of a 
core group across clubs who can brainstorm and present 
an approach to reach our desired objectives.  
 

Jamuna Ravi 
Communications Officer, NASI of India, 2018-2020 
 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME EVENTS/RECOGNITIONS FOR MEMBERS 
 

SI Bombay Chembur 
 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Daphne Pillai, Founder President of SI Bombay Chembur was awarded the prestigious 
‘ASSOCHAM Women Achiever of the Year award on 13th November 2019 at the Women’s 
Leadership & Empowerment Summit in New Delhi. The event was held in association with 
the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises, Government of India. The award was conferred on her by Smt. Smriti Irani, Union 
Minister of Women and Child Development, Government of India at New Delhi. 

 
SI Pune Metro East 
 

Project Girls Moving Forward was initiated in 2010, to impart life skills to young girls 
from marginalized section of society, with the aim to bridge the huge gap that exists 
between formal education and necessary skills that enable individuals to deal effectively 
with the demands and challenges of everyday life. The ‘Girls Moving Forward’ modules 
are designed to help girls make responsible and informed choices and promote healthy 
lifestyles as well as career skills. The modules have now been linked to the Sustainable 

 



Development Goals to leverage synergies to achieve coherence in SDG strategy. A “Train 
the trainer” program was conducted to train members to enhance their involvement 
depending on their area of expertise. For SIPME believes that ‘Empowered Women 
Empower Women’. 

 
 

SI Burdwan 

 

 

An initiative was run by SI Burdwan where the mothers of slum children made cups, plates, 
bags, packets, flowers, flower vases, bookshelves, book covers, cover files, packets for 
keeping food grains using daily old newspapers supplied by us. 
 

This is a dream project for SI Burdwan and the people involved. We are proud to highlight 
that all these products are all handmade by the ladies who has got the inborn skills. They are 
ecofriendly and are good replacements of dangerous plastics. 

 

SI South Kolkata 
 

SISK has been supporting Free Primary School, since 2008, besides other things, the 
Club provides 25 children with mid-day meals. Since, all work and no play make Jack a 
dull boy, the members decided to take special classes on Saturdays to teach children life 
skills through story sessions, music, recitation, art and craft. The children are 
served their favorite, delicious and nutritious snacks. SISK has undertaken basic repairs 
in the school building which will be soon carried out. 
English for All - Adult Literacy programme for women, started in a local slum, to help 
enhance their life skills and employability. But their children are also very keen on 
learning hence, this programme has been re-designed to cater to both. 

 

 

 
 

SI PUNE 
 

 
 

 

SI Poona celebrated two important days, the International Literacy Day and the 
International Day of the Girl Child, by handing over scholarship cheques to fifteen 
girls studying in various colleges in Pune. The subjects vary from Science, Arts, 
Engineering, Law and Education to Chartered Accountancy and Company 
Secretaryship. All the youngsters expressed their gratitude to SI Poona for financing 
and mentoring them all through their college education. 

 

SI CHENNAI 
 

On Mental Health Day, Soroptimist Chennai conducted a workshop on Mental health for 
teachers of Lady MCT School.  
The workshop was based on these lines: 
Wellness happens when there is growth and wellbeing in the four aspects - the mental, 
physical, emotional and spiritual. These aspects are inter related and impact us in many 
ways. We need to become aware of the mind and body to connect and create healthier 
choices to live in fulfilling ways. 
The target was to refresh and energies the teachers who in turn are interacting with 
hundreds of children.  

 

 
 

SI BANGALORE 

 

 
 

 

GARIMA, is the Vocational training center for women inaugurated by SI 
Bangalore on October 2nd, 2019. GARIMA means Dignity in Sanskrit. This an 
ongoing project and we will be conducting Computer training, Tailoring, Saree 
tassel making, candle & soap making and few more short term and long course 
at GARIMA. The training center is a 1250sq feet of place in a good locality in 
Bangalore. A few slums are close by too. This is an ideal setting to reach out to 
women and girls in these slums. We also have volunteers who will be teaching 
tailoring, candle making, Saree tassel making, cloth and paper bag making. We 
will also help them to find a market to sell the products.  
 



 

SI CALCUTTA 
 

 

 

SI Calcutta is pleased to announce that member of the Club, Ayushi Kundu, has been 
recently elected as the Soroptimist International President’s Appeal Coordinator for 
2019-2021, for incoming Soroptimist International President Sharon Fisher, under her 
President’s Appeal: The Road to Equality. The SI PA Coordinator works with the 
President to actively promote the SI President’s Appeal goals, objectives and strategies. 
She liaises with the President, SI Director of Advocacy (SIDA), SI Global Executive 
Director (SIGED) and Soroptimist International. The PA Coordinator works closely with 
the Federation Representatives on the PA Committee to promote the President’s 
Appeal.  For the first time, the President’s Appeal is being chaired by two Soroptimists, 
and Ayushi’s Co-Coordinator in this role is Olga Sidenko from Switzerland.  
Ayushi completed her first assignment under this role in November 2019, when she 
visited Nepal to meet with organizations with whom SI has partnered and continues to 
partner for several projects. 

 
 

SI MADURAI 

 
The Charter day for SI Madurai was celebrated in a grand way, as the club heralded into 
the tenth year. It was a very special evening, with honoring Dr Kalpana Shankar, a 
nuclear scientist, as the woman of the year. She has worked strongly against child labor 
and also on women empowerment, both India and abroad.   The past presidents and 
the past women of the year awardees were honored, and the major activities for the 
last ten years were highlighted. 
The major projects like Miyawaki project and training the teacher’s projects were also 
discussed. 

 

 

 
 

 

INTERVIEW CORNER 
INTERVIEW WITH SHEELA RAO 

 

 

We are starting this column of interviewing SI veterans in India so that a lot of the newer 
members can benefit from their experience and understanding. Anu Wakhlu, our NASI 
president interviewed Sheela Rao. The interview is presented below. 
Sheela – greetings from all of us in the NASI Board. We would like to feature you in the 
newsletter as someone who has been a Soroptimist of long standing. Thanks for agreeing to 
share your valuable experience with us. 

 

1. Tell us a bit about how and when you joined Soroptimist  
I was introduced to SI in Bandra, Mumbai by a member of a small select group of women, less than 20 in 
number. in 1986. They were all living in and around Bandra west near Bandstand and Carter Road. and used to 
meet at St. Josephs school Parlour on Hill Rd. 
Although a Bombayite, I started living in Bandra after a five-year stint abroad only in 1982.I Working from home 
was convenient but I was interested in voluntary activities and having learnt about SI and its International 
connections, I became a member. At that time SI was strictly a club for working women which could be any 
kind of activity with professional backing. All members in Bombay North were either teachers or Doctors and 
some, voluntary workers. 
Actually, the first SI club in India was Bombay City and Antoinette Dsouza was an active member who later 
inculcated me into   the first NASI Board in1989 even before it was registered. She along with Chitra Ghosh and 
Aroti Dutt   of Calcutta were in the forefront of forming the national Body. 
When I moved to Pune in 1990 Shirin Warne put me in touch with an ex Jabbalpore member Dr Gulshan 
Thukral and motivated me to start a club in Pune. It seemed an impossible task but somehow with Gulshans 
enthusiasm and my perseverance we managed to get the required 22 members to apply for a charter. 
Our link in SIGBI was Hilary Paige who was councilor for India. She went on to become President of SI- 
International I corresponded regularly with her about all the necessary requirements for a club charter. 



Antoinette Dsouza was a great help along with Sarah Chandy of Bombay. Our Pune Club and NASI were 
registered around the same time in 1991. 
 

2. What are the posts that you have held in NASI and SI? 
▪ SI Bombay North-Treasurer 
▪ SI Pune - President, Secretary, PAC 
▪ NASI - Treasurer, Secretary, PAC, President, Councilor for India at SIGBI 

 

3.  What are some of the most memorable memories you have of your association with the Club? 
Some of the memorable events in my association with Soroptimist are as follows: 
- Opening the Toy Library in the Bandra Chimbai Municipal School, working with Sarah Chandy. This project 
continued till a couple of years back 
- Pune Club Charter in April 1991. Hosting Aroti Dutt, Shirin Warne, Antoinette Dsouza, Sarah Chandy, etc. at 
that time 
- Organising many fundraisers including a Funfair for a wheelchair for spastic children, dinner dances, cooking 
shows, workshop on “The Golden Years for women over fifty, classic dance ballet for the “Let me bloom” 
scholarship project, etc 

- Receiving Hospitality grants for members from UK--suffolk, London, Klagenfurt, and Vienna in Austria, 

Freudenstadt Germany 
- Receiving the cheque for 6000/- Euros from our Link Club when we visited Freudenstadt. Also, I was invited 
to charter the club along with The European President of SI. This was the amount raised to buy a Bus for the 
Sangise school which Freudenstadt had adopted as their project. 
- Before the passing of the Disability Act in India with Ujwalas help organized a seminar of all NGOs working 
with the handicapped in Pune to hasten the passing of the Act. Was helped by Mary Dalman who was my guest 
from a London club- as she was active in this field in UK. 

- Legal Literacy workshop held jointly with University Women’s Association Pune. Setting up of a weekly 

counselling cell at UWA.  At that time, I was the President of UWA. 

- Silver jubilee of our club held at the Rock Cafe in kalyani Nagar. Three NASI presidents attended Lata Krishnan, 

Annette mascarhenas, was organized by Punam Gupta, Anjana and the team. 
- Other memories are about SIGBI conferences each of which were new experiences. I practically saw a lot of 
the UK like Bournemouth, Brighton, Manchester, Cardiff in Wales as they were conference centers. I also 
visited Suffolk and Kings Lynn   on invitation. A great experience was the Barbados, West Indies 
conference where our Club got the Best practice award for our Scholarship Project. 
 

5. What are some changes you have noticed about the way SI was and is now? 
Though communication is swifter because of technology, differences are also circulated swiftly. Most of my 
work even as NASI president was done by email and post as there were no mobiles. The idea exchange is 
defunct because of Google. Seminars are more about power points and "presentations". 
 

6. What are your thoughts about the way Soroptimists in India can contribute to the well-being of the 
Nation? 

• How can we really change ingrained bad habits, especially around sanitation, etc. 

• the idea of   economic consumption and not consumption for the economy. 

• Can we develop easy to understand models for schools? 

• Women’s safety-----laws do not help. Women have to look out for themselves 

• What or who is a "working woman"?  

• Has Technology helped to make life easier? Or reduced human interaction 
Soroptimists can take up a lot of such issues by creating awareness and visible forums. 
 

Thanks for covering the details of your impressive journey with us, Sheela. It really helps members like me and 
especially the newer members to get a perspective of the journey that SI and NASI has been through in India 
and learn from your rich experience. 
 
It is really nice to see the journey that our Soroptimist veterans have been through and the efforts they have 
taken to grow the clubs at the locations they are in, and help to spread the message of Soroptimism 



 
 

AYUSHI KUNDU’s INTERVIEW WITH MASOOMA 
 

 

Hello Everyone! 
I am Ayushi Kundu. In my new role as the Soroptimist International President’s 
Appeal Coordinator, I bring to you this column, which I hope will be of great 
interest to you.  

 

As you know, incoming Soroptimist International President Sharon Fisher’s Appeal is called ‘THE ROAD TO 
EQUALITY’. The Appeal focuses on the areas of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Child Marriage, Domestic 
Violence, Rights of Older Women and Migration. 
 

While there is ever growing activism worldwide to tackle the downsides of all or most of the above issues in 
varying degrees, a common misconception which seems to persist regarding FGM is that it is only practiced in 
African and Middle Eastern countries. However, growing evidence suggests that FGM is prevalent in almost 
every country of the world, including in India, where it practiced by the Dawoodi Bohra community. Migrating 
populations have taken this practice with them to even the most industrialised countries. 
 
 

To understand more about FGM in India, also known as ‘Khatna’ or ‘Khafz’, I interviewed Masooma Ranalvi, 
who may well as be called the face of activism against FGM in India. Masooma belongs to the Dawoodi Bohra 
community and was cut when she was 7 years old. Four years ago, Masooma took the bold step of speaking 
out about her views on the practice on FGM, including how being a victim of the practice when she was young 
has impacted her deeply. She mobilised support to start debate and discussion about the taboo issue in her 
community, and founded an organisation called WeSpeakOut, the largest survivor-led platform working 
against FGM in India and the world. Masooma has spoken not only about her own experiences, her fight against 
FGM, but also about the prospects of collaborating with Soroptimist International: 
 

Allow me to begin our conversation by asking you to tell us your story. How did FGM change your life, and 
how do you feel now, 40 years since you were cut? 
 

I was seven years old when I was taken for the cut by my grandmother. It was a tender age, I was too scarred 
and scared by what happened to me. The physical pain and the psychological trauma of a strange lady 
undressing me and cutting a part of my genitals stayed with me through my life. There was anger and sense of 
betrayal towards my grandmother. It was also something I blocked out and never spoke about to anyone. It 
was much later in life, when I was in college and I read about FGM in Africa, did I connect it to what happened 
to me when I was 7 and that I decided to finally speak about my personal experience of being an FGM survivor  

 

Many women remain silent about their experiences. What factors affected your decision to break the silence 
and start ‘SPEAKING OUT’? 
 

The reason why many women including me remained silent was twofold. One, everything was done secretly 
and surreptitiously. It was all hush hush, with just one person, namely the mother or grandmother in the know. 
You are explicitly told to keep quiet and bear the pain. You are told it is something dirty which had to be 
removed, so you essentially are made to feel ashamed of yourself and your body for having this “dirty” part. 
Secondly, talking about sexual parts, genitals, is a taboo. These are not things you talk about in public. You bear 
in silence and keep quiet about any pain, any physical, sexual or psychological trauma you have. 
What happened when I spoke out was that other women empathized. They could relate to my story, and many 
found the courage to speak out for themselves about what they had gone through. 

 

Please tell us about backlashes and push-backs you faced against your campaign WeSpeakOut. The Dawoodi 
Bohra Women’s Association for Religious Freedom was launched as a counter-attack. What else? 
 

This practice has been prevalent in my community for hundreds of years. It is passed on from mother to 
daughter, generation after generation. The cycle of continuity is maintained because of strict obedience and 
an unquestioning attitude. Today when we question this practice in our midst, we are termed as outsiders, as 
community haters, as shameless women. Women fear reprisal from husbands, family and society at large. They 
fear the dreaded practice of social boycott which prevails in our community. The biggest back lash we have 
faced is from the community leaders, who condemn our actions and our campaign to end FGM. The push back 
for our work has come from women itself. Women who align themselves with the clergy and community 



leaders have formed the DBWRF, to counter us, who seek to portray the practice which is a form of child abuse, 
and a clear-cut human rights violation, as a religious practice and hence pushing for a right to continue it 
practice. 

 

What were the impacts of your campaign- ‘Each One Reach One’? Were you able to positively influence the 
people you spoke to, especially the men within the Bohra Community? Please tell us a bit more about this 
campaign. 
 

This is a very innovative campaign we have been running for the last 3 years. We normally do it in the month 
of Ramzan, when women go regularly to mosques and social and religious gatherings. The idea is to reach out 
to women and start conversations around FGM. Even one conversation by our members is good enough to 
open the doors for more with different members of the family, like brothers, fathers, sisters…. 
 

You have written to the UN to recognize India as an FGM practicing country. If India is so recognized, what 
changes in the attitude of the Government of India do you envisage, which as of December 2017, reporting 
through the Ministry of Women and Child Development, stated that “there is no official data or study which 
supports the existence of FGM in India”? 
 

We hope that by knocking on the doors of the UN, we can exert pressure on the GOI to take action on the issue 
in India. As you correctly pointed out, the GOI has not even taken cognizance of the fact that the practice is 
prevalent in India. India is a signatory to UN treaties like CEDAW and CRC, which clearly outline that that FGM 
is a human rights and child rights issue and governments should commit to working towards eliminating this 
practice. Unfortunately, despite making several appeals and representations to the GOI and the Ministry of 
WCD, nothing has moved forward. 
 

The community which practices FGM in India is highly educated and does not practice child marriages. 
However, they do migrate and take this practice with them, even to countries where FGM is banned, and break 
laws there. 
 

I can see that Soroptimist International’s ‘Where We Stand’ Statement on Sexual and Reproductive Health, 
which sets out SI’s globally agreed position on this issue, is committed to educating women and girls as well as 
men and boys on the rights of women and girls and also on how to access appropriate sexual and reproductive 
healthcare. I would like to thank Soroptimist’s support to WeSpeakOut and our work on eliminating FGM in 
India. We would be happy to be part of your platforms and clubs and spread awareness of the practice 
whenever possible. 
 
Ayushi’s interview with Masooma has really bought the issue of FGM in India to the fore, and helped to 
increase awareness of a little known struggle being carried out by some brave activists like Masooma. Let us 
pledge our support in whatever we can do to help 
 

 

SI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

 

From the PAC Naina Shah’s Desk 
 
Programme implements the objects of Soroptimist International and it is through 
Programme that Soroptimists provide service to others in a variety of ways 
through Awareness, Advocacy, and Action.  
 

It is through Programme Action that Soroptimist International provides service to others and encourages its 
members to be an active influence for positive change in society at local, national and international levels. 
SIGBI use the reports to select Federation Programme Award nominations and winners, maintain SIGBI’s 
status with the UN and produce the SIGBI Booklet/leaflets.  In addition, any Club or Member can access the 
reports to see the work that is being done by other Clubs and Regions/NAs/Networks in a particular area, for 
example, so that they can contact that Club for advice or perhaps to work as a partnership. I have covered a 
brief synopsis of the projects across the different clubs – and look forward to everyone reporting projects 
using the new format and also sharing them well with stakeholders so that they can get more support for the 
causes that the projects are addressing. 
 

 



 

 
 
 
These projects are a snapshot from the projects database that all of us update. It is a matter of great pride for us 
that 3 of our projects have won awards at the prestigious SIGBI conference. At the same time, there are many 
other good projects that are being done by the other clubs that do not manage to get noticed or catch the 
attention at SIGBI level. I would like to recap what the main tenets of Soroptimism are below so that future 
reporting can always relate to these, to be more contextual and relevant. We are all aware of the 17 SDGs are 
the focus for SI. Our program actions have always been connected with them.  
 
A new 5 ‘P’ s has been now added on. Beyond these goals now we also focus on the 5 Ps People that cover goals 
1,2,3,4,5 Planet that cover goals 6,12,13,14,15 Prosperity that cover goals 7 to 11 Peace that cover goals 16 
Partnership that cover goals 17. 
 

Happy Reporting!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SIGBI CONFERENCE 
 

85TH SIGBI CONFERENCE – OCT 2019-BOURNEMOUTH 
Covered by Nisha Ghosh, APD, Violence and Conflict Resolution,  Development Officer of NASI 
 

Bournemouth was cold, rainy and windy. As a seaside resort it had its touristy bit, lovely places to eat and 
enough retail therapy. The Conference venue was the Bournemouth International Centre – which was quite 
impressive. 
Thursday 25th Oct was the FPAC, held at the Hermitage Hotel. Kay Richmond Programme Director and 
President Sue William welcomed the delegates. The first of several changes for Programme Action was 
presented by Sally Higgins. The new look of the data- base the justification all clarified as she walked everyone 
through each segment. Programme Director went on the explain further the introduction of the 5 P for SDG 
reporting. All APDs met with their Cluster heads. Incoming President Sharon Fisher gave a peek into her theme 
Road to Equality.  
Later there were presentations on Gender Stereotype -train the trainer. In this SI Weston-Super-Mare, SI Pune 
Metro East and SI Esperance participated. Post this the presenters took questions from the delegates. The APD 
gave short presentations on the UN landmark celebration of 2020. NASI PAC Naina Shah presented on the 
Copenhagen Climate Accord, which NASI OD Officer, spoke on Beijing +25.In coming SI President Sharon Fisher 
rolled out her theme for her   
The Opening Ceremony is always full of energy and the presenting of the Flags is the highlight. Naina Shah had 
the honor of walking with the Flag of India. President Sue Williams gave an inspiring welcome to the 
distinguished guests which included the SI President Mariet, SIE President, and incoming SI President Sharon 
Fisher. The entertainment was by the Rock Choir – a music group composed of people coming together for 
music but really for companionship and to escape loneliness.  
  

 
 
Speakers for both Friday and Saturday were all in some way connected to President Sue William’s Theme of 
“Think on It” Baroness Susan Greenfield, George Anderson, Katy, Dr. Leyla Hussain and Penny Mallory- dealt 
with mental health, wellbeing and mental toughness in their own ways, keeping the gathering hooked to their 
words.  
At the AGM six resolutions were tabled and most of them were passed by the general body. There were 
animated discussions on some points and the President took questions from the floor. Changes in the 
composition of the Board, in the membership fee structure were some of the issues. 
On Saturday morning Kay had a presentation on how reports are made, how they reach the UN and the impact 
of reporting the SDGs. The new SIGBI Project ‘Empowering Girls in Nepal” was laid out, - this project will cover 
3 years. SI President Mariet reported on the progress of her Appeal project Women, Water and Leadership. 
The Best Practice Award segment was particularly exciting for India.  3 of the categories went to India, SI 
Chennai, SI Pune Metro East and SI Madurai. Nisha Ghosh summed up the winning project for SI Pune Metro 
East, while Janet Shankar the current President and a first-time attendee presented her project on Go Green 
Exhibition.  Both the APDs from India, Nisha and Naina, had a role in introducing the winners of their Focus 
Area. 
At the closing ceremony outgoing President Sue Williams gave a comprehensive report wherein projects of SI 
Kolkata South, and SI Pune Metro East featured in it. This Conference had 5 Indian delegates- Bhaswati Biswas 
as SIGBI Friendship Link Coordinator, Naina Shah APD and NASI PAC for FPAC, Nisha Ghosh as APD, Janet 
Shankar and Mohua Shome Lalwani both Memorial Grant Recipients. Everyone played a positive and 
meaningful role in furthering the image of Soroptimist in India and participating in all events.  
 
5 presentation done by Indian Soroptimists and 3 awards to bring back- Well done to all of us.! 

 



IMPRESSIONS OF THE MEMORIAL GRANT AWARDEES 

 

Memorial Grant Awardee- Mohua Shome Lalwani- SI Kolkata South 
 

As a first attendee to a SIGBI Conference, it was with a certain amount of trepidation 
that I put my foot forward at Bournemouth but I needn't have worried as days packed 
with activities swept me away. Our coffee meets with Janice and Judith Grocot, 
Director of Membership, as Memorial Fund awardees gave us that friendly 
momentum to kickstart our participation. 

 

All the talks by Speakers brought in by SIGBI were so illuminating and relevant that I cannot help mentioning 
them because of how they impacted me on an individual basis: 
- Baroness Susan Greenfield's insights into the causes of dementia and how to stay mentally agile 
- George Anderson's fitness mantras to a better life, both mentally and physically 
- Katy, a young girl suffering mental health issues and her turnaround after a visit to Zambia and meeting with 
Monica, a girl living life without a toilet gave the impetus to her "twinning toilets" programme 
- Penny Mallory's take on how nothing in life is impossible if one is mentally tough to bring that wish to fruition  
- Leyla Hussein's microscopic talk on Female Genital Mutilation 
- SIGBI's biennial project in Nepal to circumvent child trafficking, 
each of these have remained with me, churning in my brain. 
 

The Exhibition Hall showcased projects and activities of organizations and individuals' work; it was also a space 
to mingle with Soroptimist sisters at coffee breaks.  I was particularly honored to be privy to the General 
Meeting as a Voting Delegate of Soroptimist International of South Kolkata and witness the manner in which 
proceedings were held and how differences of opinions were settled and sorted with finesse and civility.  
 

The Conference gave me a wider perspective of Soroptimist International's work on a worldwide platform as 
United Nations' partner; the knowledge was known but not the reach of it. 
 

My wonder at the meticulousness of planning of each session and the event overall left me dumbstruck, 
including the effervescence of the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  I'm hoping this is the first of many 
conferences that I will attend as it has involved me in a way I had not envisaged. 

 
 

 

Memorial Grant Awardee- Janet Shankar- SI Madurai 
 

It was a wonderful and memorable experience attending SIGBI 85th Federation 
Conference 2019 at Bournemouth International Centre, Bournemouth. 
First day of the programme, was exciting as the doors parted for the opening ceremony 
where Conference Chair, Eileen Hunter introduced the theme of the conference “Think 
On IT” and with great enthusiasm she introduced the fine array of speakers. 

 

The reception of flags impressed me a lot. After receiving the flags President Sue Williams welcomed the 
delegates and the guests. Eileen Hunter, Conference chair enlightened the attendees with vision and mission 
of the Conference. Later the entertainment by Rock Chair which was a multi-layered singing experience. The 
power of music, meeting new friends and performing at life changing events, together contributed to an 
emotional and powerful journey. 
The General Meeting was chaired by Federation President Sue Williams and an was eye opener to me. 
On day three Penny Mallory ‘s talk on World Class Thinking-World Class Behavior yet again echoed the theme 
of mental well- being. by Dr.Leyla Hussein, Psychotherapist specializing in supporting survivors of sexual abuse, 
enlightened us on female genital Mutilation and gender rights.  
I was glad to be there to receive the best Practice Award for SI Madurai my Club. Being there at the Conference 
was a life- changing experience for me and I’m grateful to Anitha Rajarajan, for motivating me to go for the 
Conference, and also to the Soroptimists from India at the Conference who guided me all along. 

 
 
 
 
 



AWARD WINNING PROJECTS 
 

 
 

 

 

 
SI PUNE METRO EAST 
 
Project Girls Moving Forward was initiated in 2010, to impart life skills to young girls 
from marginalized section of society, with the aim to bridge the huge gap that exists 
between formal education and necessary skills that enable individuals to deal 
effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life. The ‘Girls Moving 
Forward’ modules are designed to help girls make responsible and informed choices 
and promote healthy lifestyles as well as career skills. The modules have now been 
linked to the Sustainable Development Goals to leverage synergies to achieve 
coherence in SDG strategy. A “Train the trainer” program was conducted to train 
members to enhance their involvement depending on their area of expertise. For 
SIPME believes that ‘Empowered Women Empower Women’.  

 

 

 

SI MADURAI 
 
“Man Mannakum Madurai” (Go Green Madurai) SI Madurai 
SI Madurai, (through sustainable consumption and production, addressed SDGs 1, 2, 
3, 6, 7, 8, 13 &17). Associating with Madurai Corporation and Mahatma Schools 
exhibition of eco-friendly world by hosting a 3 day “Go GREEN EXHIBITION- 2019”. 
Members curated the exhibition with 125 stalls with innovative ideas of woman 
entrepreneurs, local farmers and artisans engaged in eco-friendly, organic and 
natural products. Importance of rainwater harvesting, water 
conservation, sustainable waste water & solid waste management with composting 
techniques & concept of roof/kitchen gardens were showcased. Public were made 
aware of alternative solutions to plastic. 
This exhibition received response with 6000 people visiting each day. This initiative 
provided an excellent platform for business opportunities for many first-generation 
women-entrepreneurs. This project received an award at the SIGBI meeting, this 
year, on environmental sustainability. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SI CHENNAI 
 
Soroptimist Chennai started a vocational training centre for women. 
The women could not move out of their area due to family constraints yet wanted to 
earn some money. We worked out the modalities for the project, looking into the 
following parameters: 
1. Goal of the project 
2. The type of Training program to be instituted 
3. Implementation 
4. Income Generation. 
Tailoring Classes begun at The Vocational Training Centre in March 2018. Each course 
is 6 months long with 2 sessions, with 30 women in each batch. During the course 
the women learn hemming, paper cutting, garment making and embroidery. 
 Whole Seller traders were approached who agreed to source out some of their basic 
stitching jobs to the women. This led to economic empowerment. 
 
 
 

 
FRIENDSHIP LINKS – A BONDING ELEMENT ACROSS CLUBS 

 



 
The early Greek philosopher Aristotle explains friendship as philia, implying a strong sense of sharing, 
mutuality, in pursuit of harmony as well as the truest expression of all practical virtues. For with friends, we 
can both think and act. 
 

Friendship is the underlying factor of all linking of Clubs. Friendship Links are vital to all Soroptimist Clubs; they 
are mostly non-physical space that brings together amity, virtues and social justice. They work best when 
regular communication is maintained.  Friendship Links are not merely to exchange greetings and information 
but to celebrate in a meaningful way. A show of affection between Soroptimist Clubs renders them as equals. 
Clubs may look beyond their sphere of Programme Action and share things from their communities. Friendship 
Links are encouraged to work in ‘partnership’ and share ideas by organizing joint projects. Through these 
activities one can hope for a better understanding between the two linked clubs to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship. 
 

 

The Friendship Link Stand at the entrance in the Solent Hall 
exhibition area, Bournemouth was the first stop for the visiting 
delegates. The Stand complete with information on Friendship 
Links was a meeting point for clubs to leave messages or meet up 
with their friendship links and click photographs. Gifts were 
exchanged. Many delegates signed in a register for specific queries 
and new links. Some queries were answered at the Stand itself. 

Georgie Larsen Archer and Nisha Ghosh, the two past Friendship Link Coordinators were notable visitors. SI 
Newcastle & District took their friendship with SI Freetown a step forward by handing over a cheque of 1000 
GBP for education and mentoring programmes of women and girls in Sierra Leona.  The Stand remained 
crowded during coffee and lunch break. 
 
Friendship Links are key to being part of the International Soroptimist world. Communicating with your Links 
is vital. Together, Soroptimist Clubs can achieve great things. Hence at Soroptimist International, we always 
encourage the clubs and club members to take initiatives to cherish the Links.  
 
BHASWATI BISWAS 
SIGBI Friendship Link Coordinator (2018-20) 

 

OBITUARY FOR THE DEPARTED SOULS 

 

Ujwala Karnik SI Poona, passed away on 20th August 2019, aged 73. A founder member of SI 
Poona, she held the posts of President and Press & Publicity Officer and was an active member 
of the club for 28 years. She worked tirelessly for differently abled children, spreading love and 
hope among them and their parents. Always cheerful and smiling, she will be sorely missed by 
all members of SI Poona. 

 

Pushpa Wagle SI Poona, passed away on 2nd September2019, aged 79. A respected senior 
member and past president, she was always ready to get involved in all the projects of the club, 
despite her failing health. Also, an active Rotarian and member of The Family Planning 
Association of India, she played a vital role in all their social activities. A deeply committed 
human being, her presence will be greatly missed 

 

Dr Basabi Sarbadhikari passed away on 28th December 2018. She was an eminent Paediatrician 
and had joined SI Calcutta in 1983. She was a dedicated worker and a pillar of strength for all 
the members. Her service in our health and nutrition project for poor slum children, and her 
contribution as a Soroptimist will be remembered by all of us. God grant eternal peace to the 
departed soul. 

 

 

 


