
An opportunity missed, or an opportunity gained… 

 

SIGBI improvised. The 86th conference to be had at Belfast we did have – 

VIRTUALLY! Hats off to team SI Belfast.      

For 20/30/60 British pounds, (depending on your country band), 

Soroptimists across the globe had the opportunity to view and participate 

from the comfort of one’s home.  No travel or boarding expenses. It was an 

opportunity for all PACs, new members, and potential clubs to learn what 

being a Soroptimist is all about, how we can think globally and act locally, 

how we are part of the United Nations and what our counterparts from other 

countries are doing.  It was a chance to learn about innovative projects and 

creative fund raising.  For those who hesitate to travel for such conferences 

this was an excellent opportunity to experience the SIGBI yearly conference.  

The FPAC, Federal Program Action Committee, meeting happens a day before 

the Conference begins.  Usually it’s only for the Club PAC’s and a few guests, 

space permitting. In this virtual meet it was again held a day before, but was 

open to everyone who had registered for the conference, for no extra charge, 

by also registering for it separately. Many did not – a missed opportunity 

because this meeting highlights one of the pillars of Soroptimism – PROGRAM 

ACTION. 

An integral part of the Conference it was a brilliant presentation convened by 

the Program Director Kay Richmond and her APDs. It is here that you learn 

in detail what projects the clubs are doing and hear what it is that the 

Assistant Program Directors, (APD) look for in the projects they evaluate from 

the on line reporting we do. It is this group that selects clubs for best practice 

award. It was a proud moment for me to have India’s two representatives 

speak, Nisha, (APD Peace) and Naina, (APD Planet).  

This time it was a very different FPAC meeting. The theme was ‘BUILD BACK 

BETTER’. Being virtual all who wanted could attend which otherwise is limited 

to just club PAC’s and few others.    

The FPAC meeting was divided in two sessions. In the first session SIGBI’s 

regions were divided into three clusters, the Asian countries, (India, 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka), The Caribbean, (Anguilla, 

Barbados, Grenada, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Turks and 

Caicos Islands, and Trinidad and Tobago) and the European clusters, 

(England, PA/ROI, Malta, Northern Island, Republic of Ireland, Scotland and 

Wales). How these clusters worked to ‘Build back Better’ was explained by the 

APDs with ideas of programs done and funds raised in spite of the Pandemic 

and the natural disasters many of these countries faced.   



The second session was talks by the APDs for the 5Ps, Partnership, Peace, 

People, Prosperity, Planet.  The UN SDG’s have been included in these 5 P’s 

that SIGBI wants all clubs to work under.  

The next two days of the Conference was another great opportunity where one 

could have invited new and existing members, possible members, new clubs 

and possible donors to learn all about what Soroptimists do and how women 

have climbed up the ladder and empowered themselves. What a fantastic line 

of speakers, from lawyers to journalists. It was awesome.  Throughout the 

conference we also learned how a presentation is made, be it a speaker, 

Presidents, APDs or clubs. One also had the opportunity to ask questions to 

the speakers, APDs and get them answered, live. Amidst all these speeches 

was the business part, Best Practice Awards and Farewell and Inaugural 

speeches of our Outgoing and Incoming Presidents, respectively and of course 

the Change of Insignia. FPAC announced terrific plans to communicate with 

members and clubs in putting up these presentations on You Tube and 

podcasts and much more including plans for those who do not have IT 

connectivity. We just have to wait and see.   

SIGBI did not want you to have missed any opportunity. So if you had 

registered for the conference and/or the FPAC meeting, they extended a replay 

of the entire program of the three days for another six days. SIX Days! Was it 

an opportunity missed or gained for you?  

All is not lost because you still have an endless chance of going on the website, 

to read the blogs covering the conference. No registration needed and no 

timeframe. What an opportunity! 

Having taken this opportunity to be present for all three days, I wish that in 

future we get the best of both worlds. I wonder if a hybrid Conference would 

be possible, a live with a virtual presentation. Next year though, if you want 

to join in the festivities of Soroptimist completing 100 years, you will have to 

physically be present at Llandudno, the home of our President Johann Raffan.  

It’s going to be a grand party! 

 

- Zarreen Babu 

SI Bangalore 

 

  

  


