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Anitas Anecdotes 

 
After a long, cold winter the hot weather continues  
to amaze us.  The UK is on course to have the  

hottest summer ever – Kenilworth seems like one    
of the driest places on earth right now.  Sun 
worshippers and BBQ lovers are delighted but 

unfortunately our gardens are paying the price. 
However, I think I can safely forecast sunshine for 
Pimms on the Patio! 

 
Literary Supper 
On June 30th; (the hottest night of the year at the 

time), members and guests enjoyed a very good 
meal at the Clarendon Arms whilst listening to a    
talk by Rhiannon Evans about her mother’s war    

time experiences as a QA nurse.  Rhiannon spoke 
about the hot, cramped often dangerous working conditions endured by the nurses,  
but also    referred to the unintended opportunities opened by the war for women to 

travel, mix freely with the opposite sex, take on responsible jobs and gain respect   
from men.   Over £400 was raised for our charities at the event.  I am very grateful to 
Rhiannon, the staff at the Clarendon and all who helped. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Joyces-War-Journal-Alexandra-History/dp/0750962305 
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Regional and Club Operations 

Thank you for your input at the last business meeting on ‘The Way Forward for  
Regions’ survey. This was commissioned by SIGBI because of the shortage of 
candidates in the UK taking up regional posts. Despite the tight deadline and short 

notice, interesting suggestions on how to update the structure and operations of MAR 
came from our ‘table top’ discussion.  Ann B will collate your thoughts and forward 
them to SIGBI.  Thank you, Ann, for the considerable time and effort you have put   

into this on our behalf. It will be interesting to see what conclusions are drawn. 
As we do not yet have a successor to follow Sandra as President; the Executive  
propose that now would be an appropriate time to carry out a similar exercise in 

Kenilworth Club.   Trish B will be canvassing your opinions during the August break. 
Please give some thought as to whether you wish to modify how Club is structured   
and run in future.  To anyone thinking of standing for President, I have a written ‘job 

description’ which I can send you by email. 
 
Hoop 

250 Families Supported by Hoop – Only Half of the Mothers have Primary 
Education 
Hoop has carried out an assessment of the social support needs in the community, led 

by Marina Lobato Guzmán the Social Work Co-ordinator.  She provides the community 
with the support and tools they need to overcome issues they face in their daily lives.  
The main issues are lack of employment because of poverty (families live on just $10 

per day), poor education, domestic violence and loneliness.  She has developed an 
intervention plan focussing on the mothers, with the aim of fostering a sense of 
community as well as preventing social disorder and crime.  

The new leadership programme, starting in May, comprises 15 ‘Warrior Women’ and 
consists of both practical and theoretical workshops.  In the first sessions, the meaning 
behind “Leader” and “Leadership” is explored by investigating what are the visions, 

missions, strengths and weaknesses associated with leaders.  Following these classes, 
the mothers will become community leaders and work on different projects they 
can implement with the rest of the community. 

http://www.hoopperu.org/programs/social-work/ 
https://www.photographerswithoutborders.org/online-
magazine/2018/5/8/hoop-peru-mag-10?rq=arequipa 

 
Online Petitions – Let’s Make a Difference 
This month I would like to highlight a petition to Parliament to introduce a Stalker’s 

Register which I heard discussed on Woman’s Hour (Radio 4) on 23rd July.  The 
representative of the Paladin National Stalking Advocacy Service spoke movingly about 
Alice Ruggles, Jane Clough and Kirsty Treloar who were murdered by their stalkers.  

Many stalkers are serial domestic violence perpetrators; a Register would enable police 
to proactively identify, monitor and manager stalkers.  At present it is the victims rather 
than the perpetrators who are forced to change their behaviour, leave their homes and 

move into refuges to stay safe.  
Find out more about the paladin service and sign the petition here:  
https://paladinservice.co.uk/serial-perpetrator-register-and-order/ 
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Mary's Meals 

On Thursday 26th July we 
hosted Sue Nightingale, 
from the charity Mary's 

Meals, as our after dinner 
speaker.  Sue was an 
excellent ambassador for 

the work of the    charity 
and held her audience's 
attention throughout her 

film presentation and  
question and answer 
session afterwards.   

No mean feat as we had 
all just eaten a meal, 
followed by Georgie's 

birthday cake, all 
accompanied by liquid 
refreshment very 

generously provided by Georgie!   
Thank you to all who donated backpacks, stationery and clothing which this wonderful 
charity will ship out to the school children who are supported by the meals  

programme.  
 
Postscript 
As Soroptimists, we spend a great deal of time thinking of ways to attract new and 
younger members.  There is nothing wrong with this, of course, however,  it is 

important to value the contribution that the more 'senior members' make to our Club. 
In July we celebrated the 80th birthday of two of our long-serving members - Georgie 
and Gill.  So now is a good time to thank all our more 'senior members', for the three 

'e's that they give us - energy, enthusiasm and experience. 
I think we can all agree that being a Soroptimist not only benefits society but also 
keeps all our members dynamic, active and young! 
 
Anita 
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Graduation Success for Charity. 
 
Huge congratulations to Charity, the first of three Malawi nurses we have sponsored, 

along with her friend and colleague Agnes have both graduated and are now fully 
qualified.   
 

Here is the email that Charity and Agnes sent to us. 
 
Hi, it is with great pleasure that I write to let you 

know that at long last with have reached at the end of 
the road.  
 

We had our graduation ceremony on the 15th of June 
2018 at Bing international convention centre (BICC) at 
the capital city of Malawi. The state president of the 

republic of Malawi presided over the ceremony. It was a   
colourful occasion indeed. For us nurses we had to 
recite the nurse's pledge with our right hand raised up 

and left hand holding a lit candle. 
 
It's very pleasing to inform you that we both (charity 

and Agnes ) passed with upper second class.    
 

We wouldn't have done this better without your 
support. We very much appreciate from the bottom of 
our hearts the support you rendered to us. We are 

very proud of you for assisting us achieve our goal . 
May the good Lord bless you and bless our donors 
abundantly. 

 
Best regards Agnes and charity. 
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Bluebell Birth Centre 
 

The Bluebell Centre is the new birthing unit at Warwick Hospital – we gave a donation 
of £225 from the money raised by providing teas and coffees at the flu clinics at    
Bertie Road Medical Centre last year. 

 
I represented club at the opening of the new unit on Thursday 28th June.  
 

I was very impressed by the whole unit which is separate to the main maternity wards 
in the hospital. It was very spacious and beautifully decorated and had a lovely calm 
atmosphere. The 4 individual rooms were very large in comparison with the usual size 

of hospital rooms each containing birthing pools and other equipment to assist in the 
birth. In fact the unit didn’t feel like we were in the hospital at all. In addition there is   
a large communal room which has catering facilities and small private garden area for 

those who need a ‘bit of fresh air’ outside. 
 
The unit is designed for ‘low risk’ births and the first baby was born there on July 4th.  

 
At the opening there was large display which recognised the individuals and groups   
who had made donations. Soroptimist International of Kenilworth & District was well 

displayed with a photo of Sharon handing over the cheque and I was told that these  
will be transferred to a wall in the entrance hall as a permanent display. Even though 
our donation was fairly small in comparison with some, I heard about donations of 

£3,000 and £5,000, all were recognised equally.  
 
They are still fundraising as not all the equipment has been purchased as yet and so 

they would be happy to receive any small donation that we may be able to give in the 
future.        
 

Jean L 
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Gill Bausor and Georgies’ 80th Birthdays! 
 

Two long standing and very valued club members celebrated their 80th birthdays in   
July this year! 
 

 

Firstly, Gill Bausor, who has been a member of  

SI Kenilworth and District since 1972, serving    

as President  in 1980/81, celebrated her    

birthday with family and friends over a long 

weekend. This included a wonderful trip to the 

famous Henley festival in Oxfordshire, featuring 

the English National Opera, in addition to    

various celebrations at her home to mark her 

special  day! 

 

 

 

 

 

Club were delighted to join in birthday 

celebrations with Georgie, whose birthday 

coincided with our July dinner meeting! Elaine 

organised a beautiful cake for Georgie to cut 

and make a wish, whilst Marion made one of 

her fabulous cards for us to sign, along with 

menu cards for the table. Georgie has been a 

member of SI Kenilworth since 2005, serving 

as President 2013/14 having originally been a 

member   of SI Coventry since 1990, and 

additionally MAR President 2002-2003. 
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Good News from Jenny O’Leary    
  
Please let everyone know that Marge gave birth to a girl 

late last Thursday. She is called Eva and weighed    in at 
3.8kg.  Marge and Georgi, her partner, are absolutely 

delighted and are 

now learning to be 
parents. Michael and I 
are staying with 

them for   a while - 
we are thrilled.... 
first grandchild. 

 
  

 

 

Pimm’s and Punch on the Patio  
 
Saturday 18 August 2018 3-5pm 

  
2 The Wardens Kenilworth CV8 2UH 
  

Looking forward to an afternoon of Soroptimist 
friendship and a chance to catch up with Club 

Members. 
  
I do hope that you will be able to come, Partners 

and children most welcome 
  
Please bring a plate of nibbles to share. 

  
Also an opportunity to sing Happy Birthday to 
President Anita 

  
RSVP to Elaine 
  

PS This is not a fund raiser and there is no charge. 
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Thank You  
 
Dear Friends 

Very many thanks 
for sharing my 
birthday with me 

on Thursday. It was a splendid evening which I 
enjoyed very much.   
The delicious cake, the beautiful flowers and table decorations, Marion's fabulous    

menu cards and your company made it an event which will be forever in my memory. 
 
Georgie  
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World Literacy Day  
 
Kenilworth Book shop are delighted that we wish 

to recognise World Literacy on 
Saturday September 8th outside their shop 
(thank you Felicity).  Judy Brook has  

offered tables, even a gazebo to put up if we so 
wish. She really could not be more helpful she 
also has a few books for us. 

 
What we require rather urgently are children's 
books in good condition please. Some ideas of 

where to obtain them could be from - children, grandchildren, guiding  
groups, brownies and other organisations. Any ideas would be gratefully accepted, 
please see what you can do.  

 
These books are to be handed out free of charge to children thus raising awareness of 
Soroptimist and encouraging literacy. 

 

Georgie 
 

 
 
International day of Peace  

 

 
I have had a favorable response from St Augustine's 
School Hollis Lane when I made inquiries regarding 

lighting a candle for Peace Around The World in their   
Peace   Garden. I thought about this as a past member    
of SI Coventry -Jean Parker    sculptured a lovely statue 

and it is situated in this garden. The Head Teacher, Mrs 
Ritchie has agreed that a small group of us could meet   
up at 11 am on Friday 21st September to light a candle. 

Muriel came up with the idea of us making cutouts of 
doves to give the children to write their own messages    
of Peace. 

 

Georgie 
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S.I. Central Birmingham Charter Lunch 
 

 
Please save the date to join us at our 90th Charter 
lunch. Partners, family and friends are also welcome. 

Further details concerning menu, location, disabled 
access and booking form to follow. Vice President 
Isobel Smith, an ex SICB member, will be 

representing Federation. 
  
In friendship 

  
Sarah 
 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 18th August – Pimms on the Patio – 3-5pm at 2 The Wardens, Kenilworth. 
 

Thursday 13th September 2018 – Business Meeting at The Holiday Inn, Kenilworth.  

14-16 September 2018 Friendship Days in Leeuwarden.  Please contact Georgie for 

more information. 

Thursday 27th September 2018 – Dinner Meeting with Ian Holland (UN) at The Holiday 

Inn, Kenilworth. 

11th October 2018 – Business Meeting at the Holiday Inn, Kenilworth.  

21st October 2018 – S.I. Central Birmingham 90th Anniversary Charter Lunch at 

Edgbaston Golf Club.  Please contact Georgie for more information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July/August/September 

Birthdays 
 

 
26th July – Georgie Larsen-Archer 
2nd August – Carole Jevons 

8th August – Sheila Bruton 
17th August – Anitia Hornbrook 
                       Vonn Drake-Johnson 

29th August – Trish Bennett 
14th September – Cynthia Skingley 
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Editor Notes. 
 
Thank you to Marion S for all of the wonderful photographs that she so very kindly 

takes for us.  These all make both the website, social media platforms and the 
newsletter much more colourful.   
 

Wishing everyone a relaxing and rejuvenating summer break.   
 
 

Please could any items for the next newsletter be emailed to Vonn before 20th September  
2018.  

 
Many thanks 

 
Vonn  

 
 

Vonn’s Top Tips for staying beautiful this summer! 
 

Quick cure for Sunburn!  

If you accidentally get a little sunburnt, freeze an Aloe Vera based gel into ice cube 

trays. This will feel amazing on your burnt skin whilst helping your skin to heal too. 

Keep your polishes in tip top condition! 

High temperatures can cause nail polish to 

turn thick and gloopy. Keeping it in a cool 

place like the fridge can extend your nail 

varnishes shelf life and make it smooth and 

easy to apply. 

Make coconut oil your new Best Friend 

Coconut oil is a fabulous multi-purpose product; great to use as moisturiser,  

conditioner and cuticle oil. Use regularly to keep your skin hydrated. 

Mix coconut oil with demerara sugar for a quick exfoliation, great on dry lips, heels, 

elbows or any areas where skin is dry. 

Also great to use to combat summer hair frizz. Simply dab some on your fingers and 

lightly apply onto your hair for a quick fix. 
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