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 Installation of President Pat
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It is an honour to be President of SI Liverpool in our 99th year. I became a Soroptimist over three years ago and it has already become such an important element of my life and I have made new friendships with ladies when it was unlikely our paths would have crossed.

Being a Soroptimist has rekindled an inherent desire I have had throughout my career in DWP and NHS to help people and make a difference, particularly for women and girls.

I am humbled by the support and friendship experienced but also a little apprehensive to follow in the footsteps of fantastic past presidents!

I have thought long and hard about what I would like us to achieve during my year. So much to do and me with my blue-sky ideas!

My chosen charity is Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital.

It is a centre of excellence, and an organisation close to my own heart but for many others across the region too.

With an outstanding CQC assessment their vision is “to be the best- leading and delivering outstanding heart and chest care and research to a catchment area of over 2.8 million people.”

The LHCH Charity was founded in 1995 with an aim to “change lives, one gift at a time”.

Their mission is to go beyond ordinary health care by helping the hospital to acquire new equipment, improve facilities develop research and increase resources for patients.

I am hoping we can donate funds towards the purchase of specialist equipment on their shopping list. But it is not just about funding. I would like to further develop a partnership with them to educate local women and their families on improving heart health.

Programme Action is fundamental to our vision and mission. I want to support greater collaboration between groups and clubs on projects. Our strength to enable, empower and educate lies in using the expertise of our members. To quote our Soroptimist sisters in Brisbane, Australia: “When women support women, incredible things happen!”

The social element of our clubs is so important to our mental health and wellbeing. I intend to encourage and support the organisation of a variety of events and welcome ideas! Whilst helping others, we need to support each other too. I hope you will find me approachable, empathetic and an ambassador for the club and our SI vision.

My promise to you is:

I will approach everything with gusto!

I will promote inclusivity.

I will endeavour to do my best and work to really make a difference.

Let us be kind!

Thank you.
Charter Lunch[image: image7.jpg]



President Pat was delighted to receive her chain of office from Immediate Past President Rosemary who hosted our Charter Lunch at Childwall Golf Club. We were pleased to welcome The Lord Mayor Richard Kemp accompanied by his wife, Regional President Sandy Taylor MBE, friends family and sister Soroptimists.
Fun and Fundraising
Throughout the year many events are held that, although very enjoyable, also raise funds for the charities we support each year. Thanks must be given to those who give so much time, energy and angst to organising them as well as to all those who support them helping to raise vital funds.

Rosemary’s Garden Party
Yet again Rosemary played host to a wonderful afternoon of friendship, fund raising and cake!! This year the afternoon was dedicated to raising funds for Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital, President Pats chosen charity. 

Thanks to everybody’s support and hard work an incredible £700 was raised. Thanks to all those who supported with their donations to make this such a successful event.

Food, Friendship and Fundraising[image: image8.jpg]



Thanks again to Rosemary who has organised a number of sociable fundraising meals out. The latest was enjoyed at Matou
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Club members enjoyed a delightful afternoon tea with Breastmates as part of their fundraising activities. Carolyn of Breastmates pictured with club members.
Royal Garden Parties and Lions!
Not two things you would expect to see in the same sentence. However we were treated to a more lighthearted evening for our June meeting. 

Ann Mercer presented a lovely slide show which was in two parts.

Ann had recently had the holiday of a lifetime at a private lodge on a unique game reserve in South Africa – I won’t share the details of the lion and his lunch – although it was fascinating to hear![image: image10.jpg]
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The second part was Glenys sharing details of her recent attendance at a Royal Garden Party. Rosemary had attended a Garden Party many years ago and both ladies brought their hats in for our meeting. 

The rest of us were relieved to know that we are not returning to hat wearing at club meetings!
A Footnote
We presented a cheque to Breastmates one of our club charities from last year at the meeting and it transpired that Carolyn who received the cheque was at the same garden party as Glenys.
Eisenach Visit
We were delighted to receive an invitation from SI Eisenach one of our friendship clubs, to attend their 30th Charter celebrations. 

Anne and Debra, accompanied by Danny and Mike had a lovely couple of days in Thuringia. We were interested to hear that the money we donated to them would be used in the refurbishment of the women’s refuge they support. [image: image13.jpg]
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Whilst chatting to Yvonne  a member from SI Weimar we learnt she would be visiting Liverpool the following week with some of her stu[image: image15.jpg]


dents. So another opportunity for food and friendship as members met with her in Liverpool.
Programme Action
Health and Food Security
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 The Health and Food Security group are working with two of our charities this year, Liverpool Heart and Chest, and Merseyside Society for Deaf People. 

This article explains a little of why MSDP is a particular passion of President Pat’s.

You may recognise this photograph from our April Newsletter, which was titled “a teaser”. 

The photo is of President Pat and her beloved brother Jimmy. Jimmy has been profoundly deaf all his life, though in a time when this presented much greater difficulties Jimmy has had an extremely successful, personal and professional life. 

Jimmy worked with Herbert Tyson-Smith one of the most renowned sculptors in Liverpool, in his Bluecoat Chambers. Tyson-Smith is responsible for many of the prestigious sculptures in Liverpool including the Cenotaph and the War Memorial in All Hallows Church. So Jimmy learned from a master. 

When Jimmy’s boss, Tyson Smith, passed away, clients, architects and business colleagues asked Jimmy to take over the business, continuing his work as a sculptor at Studio 49, Blue Coat Chambers. 

Pre mobile phones and texts, Jimmy relied on communicating with clients via fax and Pat acted as his unpaid personal assistant making phone calls. This role was later taken by Jimmy’s son, Mathew.  

Jimmy had a very successful career as a sculptor with lots of his work around Liverpool. From both cathedrals to museums and commercial premises, Jimmy’s work can still be seen today. 

Sadly, Jimmy at 87, is unable to live independently and is in a care home. Whilst other residents and staff are caring and friendly to Jimmy, communication is limited - a hearing world and only Jimmy profoundly deaf. This is a prime example of the inequality experienced by the Deaf Community. 

As President Pat says “My observations over the years of health inequalities and inequality in education and employment opportunities experienced by the Deaf community is one of the reasons I am pleased SI Liverpool may be able to make a small difference in raising public awareness. 

During my career in the Department of Work and Pensions and latterly the NHS, I have been an advocate for deaf people, using Jimmy as an example to dispel assumptions made by some people.  

I hope that by working in partnership, improving people’s understanding and awareness of communication techniques, we can engage and support deaf people in Liverpool. If we can dispel some of the misconceptions and particularly address some health inequalities, working together, we will start to make a difference.”[image: image17.jpg]



[image: image18.jpg]



Orange Cafe

   Our latest Orange Cafe to raise awareness of Violence Against             Women and Girls was held at Morrisons in Belle Vale

Mossley Hill Publicity Day
Mary Poppins and her umbrella would have been at home in the very windy, but hot and sunny day when we held our publicity event at Mossley Hill Fair. 

We spoke to many people raising awareness of our club, and campaigns i.e. Cervical Cancer, Violence Against Women and Girls, as well as some of our clubs ongoing projects e.g. Soroptibooks, Partnership with Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital and supporting the Police and Crime Commisioner’s campaigns for Safer Streets and raising awareness of Coercive Control.

The photographs that we used a number of years ago in Walk a Memorable Mile, of memorable Liverpool women attracted a lot of people to our windswept gazebo.

Town Hall Visit
President Pat and President Elect Debra were delighted to spend some time with the Lord Mayor, Right worshipful Councillor Barbara Murray, at the Town Hall. She was very interested in hearing about our organisation, club and project work As is traditional we enrolled her as an Honorary Member of our club for her mayoral year. We look forward to welcoming her to the International Lunch in December. 

Dates for Your Diary
2nd September Time to Talk – Toby Carvery

9th September Executive Meeting

16th September Speaker Evening Mossley Hill Athletics Club

20th September Regional AGM/ PAC/RCM Leigh Holiday Inn Express

24th September Club Meeting – The Halfway House

4th October Coffee Morning / Table Sale Bridge Chapel

7th  October Time to Talk – Toby Carvery
 14th October Executive Meeting

22nd  October Club Meeting – The Halfway House

4th November  Time to Talk – Toby Carvery

11th November Executive Meeting

26th  November Club Meeting – The Halfway House

2nd December Time to Talk – Toby Carvery

6th December Regional PAC / RCM – Leigh Harriers

7th December International Lunch – Liverpool Cricket Club

Soroptipool 
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