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Report to the United Nations        Kori Development Project

Soroptimist International Thames Valley is a small club with 14 members in Buckinghamshire UK.   The Kori Development Project started in January 2012 following a talk to the club by Rose Moriba, who is originally from Sierra Leone, and is a lecturer in Midwifery specialising in Female Genital Mutilation.  The club was appalled by the facts of her talk and were desperate to help.                                                            The Kori District is an area north of Freetown in Sierra Leone and is a very poor area of the country. The main aim of the project is to educate, empower and enable the women to say No to FGM for their daughters.  The project is therefore multi faceted.

Farming:   Following a collection at our Christmas Party in 2011 we raised enough money to send tools plus cassava, sweet potato, peanut and okra seeds. The Local Chief donated a portion of land and fifty women started farming.  We told the women that when they harvested they should use a 1/3 to feed the family, 1/3 to sell and 1/3 to replant – thereby making this aspect of the project self sufficient.  In 2013 we sent 9 bags of rice for sowing. Sierra Leona was the rice bowl of Africa before the civil war. After the first planting the villagers harvested 64 bags of rice.   Over the ensuing years this has grown and we now have 2500 women farming in 7 villages of the Kori District.   Our most urgent need for this part of the project is a tractor as the one we were borrowing was very old and has fallen apart. 

Shipments: Since the start of the project we have been sending regular containers of blankets, baby clothes, bedding, clothes, household items, school uniforms etc  This has involved many of the local community -  Rotary, Freemasons, Women’s Institute, Local Churches, Muliti Faith groups, Tangent, Local schools etc. And in the Soroptimist Community a large number of other clubs across England. We envisage that in the next year we will provide the villages with sewing machines and knitting facilities, and once trained, this will enable the women to make their own blankets, clothes etc This is a very difficult area to raise funds for – shipping has no appeal!

Ebola: The outbreak of Ebola had a considerable effect on Kori District.  Every house with a corrugated roof that had a case of Ebola had its contents burned.  If it was made of wood and straw then the house and contents were burned.  In addition the “shut down” for many days meant that many people were starving. In fact more people died from starvation than from Ebola.  Our charity was donated a ton of rice which we shipped out together with hundreds of sanitisation packs plus soap and disinfectant. Shipping costs are expensive but we were shocked to discover that the port fees in Freetown doubled with the coming of the Ebola epidemic.  Eventually, with the help of the army the container was released and transported to the Kori district where the army also helped with the distribution.

Schooling: We continue to support a small group of girls with scholarships and to provide thousands of handmade reusable sanitary towels to all the secondary girls in the district.  This enables the girls to attend school full time.  Once the villagers have sewing machines we hope to teach the women to make STs themselves. In addition we have just rebuilt one of the village’s primary school.  We provided support for 5 of the pupils to take the secondary school exam  and as a result the number of pupils has doubled from 75 to 150.  Thanks to money raised by the local Sikh community and a couple of large donations we have been able to build a well for the village and latrines for the school.
Micro loans:  The money for this was raised by a group of 14 year olds in a school in Vancouver, Canada.  They had had a discussion, in a French lesson, about FGM and wanted to do something to help – the Deputy Head is a Soroptimist and so got in touch with HQ in Cambridge UK.  The result was a Skype lesson between Rose and the pupils.  The pupils went on to raise 4500 dollars which we use for micro loans, in particular for the Cutters so they maintain their status in the Community but not through cutting.  Again this is on-going and self sustaining.

Library:  This is the main part of the project.  When we started in January 2012 Rose asked us if we would consider building a Birthing Clinic, as the mortality rate is very high.  However following discussions with the villagers they said that they would rather have a library.  The main library in Sierra Leone is in Freetown, the rest were all burnt during the civil war for fire wood!  The first fund-raising event was a Quiz night run by Sandy Raffan and we made £500 – sadly Sandy had a severe brain haemorrhage  three days later and died.  The villagers were so shocked that they decided to call the library The Sandy Raffan Memorial Library.  A plot of land was donated by Rose’s former husband and following the Libation ceremony in the Autumn of 2012 the building work started.  Over time we realised that the building was not big enough, it needed to have areas for Community use, school lessons, as well as being a library, so it was increased in size by 50%.  The library is powered by solar panels.  It is now complete and the summer of 2016 we shipped out vast quantities of books, furniture, carpets and computers.  The cataloguing of the books has been done by an American teacher, working in the local secondary school for a year. The opening of the library took place on the 27th December 2016, with large district celebrations plus blessings by local church ministers and Imams.

Thank you all for your support.
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