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Dear Diary February 2018

                                           Monthly Events Bulletin 
Regional President Margarat Badley’s theme for 2017/18 is “IMPACT” – please see her message on the website www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns/president to read more about it.
There are news items on the website about our excellent Regional Meetings/mini-Conferences www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns  - just put the dates in your diaries now for future events so you don't miss out!   Please let Jane Slatter, your Regional Communications Officer know if you'd like something published on the SILC website email pinkyslatter@hotmail.com or tel 07834 345796.  Dear Diary is now available to download from the SI London Chilterns website: www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns/programme/
SILC Human Rights Day Meeting on 2 December 2017: There is now a page on the London Chilterns website about our meeting including a very interesting presentation from Yarl's Wood Befrienders. Just go to: www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns/2017/12/09/hrday17/
Dates of Regional/SIGBI Events 2018
Saturday 3 March – SI London Chilterns Regional Meeting and International Women’s Day Centenary of Votes for Women Lancaster Hall Hotel London10am to 4pm – £2 on the door for Members of the Region for refreshments during the day. Bring packed lunch, buy something locally or dine in one of the many local restaurants. There will be two speakers: Irene Cockroft SI Greater London on Women’s Suffrage and Nicole Lyons Senior Research Officer from the charity Breast Cancer Now. There will be also be an interactive “Bring & Share” Session on the use of Social Media. Please see this page on the website for more info www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns/iwd2018/
Sunday 11th March - 2pm to 5. 30 pm International Women's Day 2018
Venue: Maidenhead Town Hall
Three Clubs, SI Slough Windsor and Maidenhead, SI High Wycombe and SI Thames Valley, are joining forces to put on a Conference to celebrate International Women's Day.The Theme is “What have we achieved?”. Four speakers include our very own Irene Cockroft. Cost £5 to include light refreshments. Cheques made out to SI Slough Windsor and Maidenhead and sent to E. Davies, 5 Greenacre, Windsor, Berks, SL4 5LW or by electronic transfer payment to: Sort Code 30-99-72, Account Number 00315130, Reference IWD2018 by 3rd March 2018. Please email any queries etc to maidenheadiwd2018@gmail.com.    Please see this page on the Regional website for more info  www.sigbi.org/london-chilterns/iwdmaid/
Sunday 25 March London Landmarks Half Marathon:   Please see attached flyer about this event which includes a suffragist cheer station. where we can dress as suffragettes! This is a great opportunity to raise our profile as Soroptimists and celebrate the 100th anniversary of female suffrage. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Barbara Diamant at:  barbdiamant@gmail.com who will then liaise with the organisers

Saturday 16 June: Summer Regional Meeting/Conference – Newbury

October ‘Day of the Girl’ (date tbc)
Saturday 13 October - AGM/Regional Meeting/Conference - Lancaster Hall Hotel London

Workshop, alongside 4 Members of the Region. If you were unable to attend the June workshop, please contact Regional Secretary Jo Swift swiftlexis@hotmail.com so we can get you up to speed and if you need any information or to confirm attendance.

SI London Chilterns on Facebook
SI London Chilterns Region now has a Facebook page - you can either find it at this address www.facebook.com/silondonchilterns or you can search for @silondonchilterns on Facebook. Please click on "like" and "follow" so that we increase our following - and share any items on there that you think are interesting so that your followers find out about us too. Events can now be publicised on the page so please send any you wish to share to pinkyslatter@hotmail.com 
SI Slough, Windsor & Maidenhead    
Sunday March 11th afternoon - Conference to celebrate International Women's Day 

Venue: Maidenhead Town Hall.   Three Clubs, SI Slough Windsor and Maidenhead, SI High Wycombe and SI Thames Valley, are joining forces to put on a Conference to celebrate International Women's Day on the afternoon of 2018. 
Friday 9 March 2018 7.00 for 7.30 pm Spring Quiz
Venue: St Luke's Community Hall,  Maidenhead, SL6 7AT

Teams of up to 8 people.     Fish/Chicken & Chips Supper (Vegetarian option available)

Price:  £10 per person.    Bring your own drinks   Contacts:  Sylvia on 01628 635094 or sylviareynolds789@btinternet.com  Sandra on 01628 778306 or sandra.bond2017@outlook.co
Sunday 8 April 2018 12.30 for 1.00 pm Annual Lunch
Venue: Macdonald Berystede Hotel & Spa, Bagshot Road, Sunninghill. Ascot, SI5 0JH

Price:  £35 for 3-Course Lunch.    For menu & Booking please see attached Flyer

Contact:  Sandra on 01628 778306 or sandra.bond2017@outlook.com
SI Thames Valley    
Saturday 10th March from 2-4 p.m. Special Fundraiser Event St Luke's Community Hall, Norfolk Road, Maidenhead SL6 7AX
The group of six ladies who visited last October (four Soroptimists from three different clubs, a trustee of the charity and a long time supporter), invite you to come and experience the ambience of "A Taste of Sierra Leone" with pictures, food, music, dancing and a good variety of stalls with interesting things to buy.

The Project is aiming to build six toilets and a workroom for the women (to learn to sew and continue their soap making project) on the land behind the Sandy Raffan Memorial Library in Taiama.

£5 entrance, which includes the snacks and a drink. We have lots of amusing stories to tell, and will be wearing our African outfits.

Contact Rose or Gill at bongai@gotmail.co.uk 
SI St Albans & District

Saturday 24 March 7.15pm for 7.45pm start     

Charity Quiznight www.sigbi.org/st-albans/quiz 
Venue:  Homewood Road Church Hall, St Albans AL1 4BH (Junction Homewood Rd and Sandpit Lane).

Come and have some fun, give your brain some light exercise and raise funds for great causes at this ever-popular event.  Fish & chip supper (with chicken or veggie option) £12.50 adults, £10 kids under 16 – up to 8 in a team - we are happy to make up teams if you are less than 8. Licensed cash bar. Proceeds to the St Albans & Hertsmere and Welwyn Hatfield Women’s Refuges plus charities providing learning opportunities for women and girls.

Email: sistalbans@hotmail.com or jacsorop@gmail.com Tel: 07884185925

Oxford and District

Saturday 7th July - Gala Dinner to celebrate 60th Birthday celebrations.
Venue:    St. John's College, Oxford
Invitations will be issued when they are printed. In the meantime please put the date in your diaries and come and join us if you can.   Barbara Beach, SIOD secretary
SI Hertford & District

Friday 23rd March from 6.30pm Fundraiser for WaterAid

Venue: the home of Karin Weston up in the North Herts countryside.
Our annual fund-raising evening for WaterAid, as always, will take the form of a cheese & wine evening with quizzes, tombola etc, and is usually a happy, fun evening.

For more details, directions etc please contact us via our website   www.sigbi.org/hertford-and-district/ 

SI Aylesbury & District  

Saturday 17 March 2018 at 7.30 pm – 60 Anniversary Charity Quiz Night 

Venue:  Bedgrove Community Centre, Bedgrove Park, Ambleside, Aylesbury HP21 9TT

Teams of up to 8 people. Fish and chip supper with a dessert (chicken or vegetarian option also available). Raffle and cash bar. In aid of Aylesbury Women’s Refuge and Contact the Elderly.  Tickets £13. To book please contact Sheila Cadge: sheila.cadge@gmail.com  
SI Chelmsford: request from Sally Brazier

Survey on Use of Design to retain and recruit members
As part of the Masters programme that I teach on at Ravensbourne, my students are doing a project for SIGBI looking at how The Soroptimists could use design to retain and recruit new members. Over the past few weeks they have been to meetings at several different clubs, which they found to be an interesting and helpful experience. To understand a bit more about the organisation, they have prepared an online survey which only takes few minutes to complete.   If you or any of your members are able to complete the survey it would be very helpful. The survey is anonymous, but if you would like to leave your details there is an optional last question where you can do this.   If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact them; their email addresses are shown at the top of the survey.   You can access the survey here. Just click on the link and fill in the answers.   Thank you.    Regards, Sally.     t: 01277 896 104
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