Presidents Report 2020-21 for AGM Sat 9th Oct 2021

It has been a privilege to be SI London Chilterns President in SI’s Centenary Year. Thank you for all your support during what has been a busy and challenging year. I hope you have valued the Programme we have oranised and have felt supported. 
My theme was “Celebrate the Past, Create the future. Despite COVID I am pleased that we were able to celebrate properly, even if we couldn’t meet face to face, and that many Clubs have taken the opportunity to use the Centenary to promote themselves in their local press and with special events. And with every Club using and seeing the benefits of Zoom, in some cases attracting new members as a result,, I think we have lived up to my theme very successfully. And don’t forget It isn’t too late to take advantage of the Centenary to promote yourselves.
In December, we celebrated Human Rights Day welcoming Kimberley Lamb, Head of Bedfordshire’s Violence & Exploitation Reducation Unit. Kimberley shared her unique and successful methods for harnessing the community and staff with lived-experience to tackle crime and to help turn the lives of victims and perpetrators around. Our second speaker was Federation President Johanna Raffan MBE who in one of her first visits of the year told us about her path to Federation President and her exciting plans for her Presidential year.
At our International Womens Day Conference in March, we heard from two special Women Leaders.First Assistant Chief Constable Kerrin Wilson QPM who shared her experience as the first of only two female Chief Officers in the UK from an ethnic minority. She shared some great insights into how to encourage women into leadership and how to respond to the challenge of gender-based violence. Our second speaker, Shrabani Basu, a well-known journalist and author inspired us not only with “The Spy Princess” the life story of the first female spy in WWII Noor Inayat Khan but also Shrabani’s own single- minded campaign for official recognition of Noor’s achievements. 
In June we held our Centenary celebration, ably hosted by SI Milton Keynes who provided our fascinating speaker – from the Milton Keynes Parks Trust. Who knew there was so much beautiful countryside and parkland in Milton Keynes? We were able to fully embrace our Centenary with a meet up online with the Founding Club SI Oakland who touched us with the work they do to support vulnerable women in their community. And we celebrated 8 of our 100 for100 Regional Soroptimists. There was a smashing cake and we shared a toast together, thought sadly without Johanna.
Holding all our Regional meetings on Zoom has had the advantage that we’ve been able to make several charitable donations rather than spending money on speakers travelling expenses. It also enabled us to reduce Regional fees for this year.although we will need to renew them for next year. However the shorter online meetings mean’t less time for networking and sharing Programme action. As I also wanted to keep in touch with Clubs so we were able to support your needs I started regular Club Calls with Presidents and Regional Reps which have enabled much valuable sharing and proved very popular. The advent of Zoom also enable Federation President Johanna and later Cathy Cottridge to hold regular meetings with Regional Presidents. These too have proved valuable for Regions and SIGBI alike and are set to continue.
It has been a delight to visit Clubs during my year, even if sadly only on Zoom. I have heard some fascinating speakers and learned more about the amazing programme action you are involved in. Everyone has made me very welcome and been interested to hear about the reasons behind my focus on diversity and my other plans.
Whilst Programme Action has in someways been curtailed by COVID it is good to know that Clubs have been able to pivot -  finding new ways to fundraise and support their charities. Sadly the Nepal Federation Project fell to the impact of COVID but Clubs had been able to contribute and the Project had made an impact. I am very pleased Clubs have taken up my challenge to undertake at least one tree planting activity during the year. Many of the trees will by necessity be planted during this Autumn but it is brilliant that we have been able to contribute to the Centenary Project #Planttrees for a Brilliant Future. I hope you will continue to look for ways to tackle climate change, including tree planting, in the coming year.

The idea of a Centenary stall at the Women of the World Festival (WOW) in London in March 2020 prompted me to arrange a meeting of the London Clubs in our Region and SI London Anglia.The live WOW festival never happened but discussions continued and we now have a cross-London partnership of Clubs – the SI London Collective - which has held several successful online speakers meetings. We are planning some joint Programme Action and as the WOW Festival is going to be live again next year we have the possibility of working together to promoting SI at this important women’s event.
I am always keen to engage young women in our activities and, thanks to SI Slough, Windsor & Maidenhead,  Region has been able to sponsor a young woman interested in our work to attend the SIGBI Conference at the end of the month.We will hear more about this at our December meeting.
I have certainly enjoyed my year - I hope you have too. I have to offer my heartfelt thanks to my Exec who have risen to the year’s challenges with generosity, commitment and humour. We have met more often than usual and it has needed flexibility and flair from every Officer to see us through and make the most of this Centenary Year. I am particularly grateful to Rita who as Secretary and Federation Councillor has been my rock, also supporting me with the development of the “London Collective”. I also want to thank Jackie Paling who is stepping down as Programme Action Officer. I look forward to working together with my other Exec colleagues next year in another shared presidency.
