
SIGBI’s cervical cancer 
campaign – how did it begin?

• The campaign was initiated in response to the World Health Organisation’s
(WHO’s) Global Strategy to Accelerate the Elimination of Cervical Cancer –
launched on 17 November 2020, supported by 194 Member States.

• The Global Elimination Strategy is centered on 3 targets: Vaccination, Regular 
Screening, and Early Access to Treatment, to be achieved by 2030. 



Cervical cancer: preventable and curable

Girls vaccinated by 
age 15

Women get high-
quality cervical 

cancer screening

Access to 
widespread high-
quality treatment



Southern Africa: the highest mortality rate
Age standardized (world) mortality rates, cervix uteri, all ages, 2020  IARC

https://gco.iarc.fr/today/data/factsheets/cancers/23-Cervix-uteri-fact-sheet.pdf


S.I African Federation (SIAF)

• Former SIAF President Connie launched the first Soroptimist campaign to eliminate cervical 
cancer at the SIAF conference in Durban in May 2023.

• Connie called upon Soroptimists worldwide to assist with funding SIAF’s aim of reaching one 
million women in rural Africa, raising awareness of the need for vaccination and screening to 
prevent 77,000 women a year from needlessly dying from cervical cancer.

• Connie leads the SIAF working group coordinating Soroptimists’ efforts now in Kenya, Nigeria, 
Ghana, Zimbabwe, Tunisia, South Africa, Cameroon, and Ethiopia.

• Kenya and Tunisia are trialling an AI-enabled digital health tool created by S.I. Dubai and S.I. 
Nairobi. ‘Let’s Chat’ provides women with a private space to talk about cervical cancer and HPV 
infection.



What is the position in the UK? 
Throughout the UK, HPV vaccination coverage rates 
have shown a decrease year on year, since 2019/20

Results for 2023/2024 Academic Year

• England: 

Year 9 Girls - 74.1%: Year 9 Boys - 68.5% 

• Northern Ireland : 

Year 10 Girls – 77.1%: Year 10 Boys – 71.9%

• Scotland:

Year 9 Girls – 74.4%: Year 9 Boys – 68.7%

• Wales:

Year 10 Girls – 76.7%: Year 10 Boys – 71.2%





ACTION DATES IN SIGBI’S CERVICAL CANCER 
CAMPAIGN - 2025

• UK Cervical Cancer Prevention Week  20 – 26 January

• World Cancer Day - 4 February

• International Women’s Day - 8 March

• WHO World Health Day 7 April 

• National Women’s Health Week 11 - 17 May  

• Cervical Screening Awareness Week 17 – 23 June

• Stand Up to Cancer Day; 12 September

• WHO Cervical Cancer Elimination - Day of Action – 17 
November



Soroptimists call for:
• The UK Health Services to review 

vaccination take-up rates locally and set 
plans to achieve the 90% vaccination 
target, particularly among girls before 
year 10 (aged 14).

• To take robust action to meet NHS 
England’s 80% screening target. Current 
data shows that 5 million women are 
not up to date, and only 66% of 25-49-
year-olds have been screened.

• The Health Services and Governments 
to pursue a public awareness campaign 
to get women behind the possibility of 
eradicating cervical cancer, encouraging 
improved screening and vaccination, 
particularly in low uptake areas and 
within low uptake groups



THE HISTORY OF THE ‘SMEAR’ TEST & THE HPV VACCINE
• Dr George Papanicolaou – developer of the ‘Pap’ Smear in 1928

George discovered a means of collecting cells to test for abnormalities, rather than taking whole tissue 
samples. He realised that he could distinguish malignant cells from non-malignant cells when examining 
slides under a microscope. Due to resistance from the medical community, it wasn’t until 1943 that his 
method was adopted.

• Janet Elizabeth (Betty) MacGregor – Physician and Cytologist

In 1960, Betty pioneered the first successful screening trial programme in the UK. Her work helped lead 
to a significant decrease in women’s deaths from cervical cancer. 

• Harald zur Hausen – Nobel Laureate in Medicine

In 1983/84 Zur Hausen detected human papillomavirus (HPV) in cervical cancers. This was a 
transformational discovery.

It’s now understood that HPV is responsible for almost all cervical cancers, as well as mouth, throat, anal 
and penile cancers.

Since 2019 all cervical screening samples have been tested for high-risk HPV, which is more accurate than 
the previous method of cytology testing, known as a ‘smear’ test.



LATEST NHS 
DEVELOPMENTS 
WITH REGARDS 
TO CERVICAL 
CANCER

• From 1 July 2025, NHS England is implementing 
changes to the Cervical Screening programme, 
extending screening intervals to every five years, 
for women aged 25-49 who test negative for HPV 

• Self Testing – from 1 January 2026, self-testing 
kits will be sent out to women who have a 
history of not attending screening appointments

• Additionally, the NHS is rolling out digital 
invitations and reminders through the NHS App 
to boost screening uptake.



Cancer Research 
UK announces 

new tool to help 
eliminate

Cervical Cancer 
worldwide

• On 19th June 2025 details were announced of  a Cervical 
Cancer Elimination Planning Tool (EPT).

• It is a publicly available online tool that enables 
countries to create cervical cancer strategies that match 
screening, vaccination and treatment interventions to 
their specific regional and national settings.

• The planning tool is considered to be a major step 
towards ensuring that no community is left behind in 
the fight to eliminate this preventable disease.



What are 
our next 
steps….?


