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Provision of Solar Lamps to Girls in Rural Zambia  
 
Since July 2012, Camfed has enjoyed support from Soroptimist International of Lurgan on a three-

year innovative project to provide solar lamps to vulnerable girls in rural Zambia. In total, SI Lurgan 

members have raised £6,200, buying 878 solar lamps and providing hundreds of girls with lights 

needed for crucial study after dark. This report details the results of Camfed’s partnership with SI 

Lurgan and provides a comprehensive update on Camfed’s work in Zambia.  

 

Context  

Zambia is one of the poorest 

countries in the world with an 

average life expectancy of 58 years1. 

Roughly 15% of the adult population 

is living with AIDS and an estimated 

1.1 million children are orphans. 

Around 75% of the population in 

Zambia survives on less than $1.25 a 

day.2 Due to these economic and 

social challenges, many children - and 

especially girls - are forced to drop 

out of school. Their families cannot 

afford to pay school fees or buy basic 

items such as school clothing, books 

or sturdy shoes. 

The literacy rate for Zambian women aged 15-24 is just 58.5%, compared to 70.3% for men of the 

same group3. Due to this, and other factors such as low female employment, Zambia scores just 

0.617 in the Gender Inequality Index (GII), indicating a 61.7% loss in potential human development 

due to gender inequality. The chance of girls dropping out of school is much higher in rural areas, 

which is where Camfed focusses its support. Camfed currently works in 32 of the most 

impoverished, rural districts in the areas of Western, Luapula and Northern provinces to address the 

barriers preventing girls’ access to education, and SI Lurgan has been supporting this work through 

the provision of solar lamps for disadvantaged girls in these areas.  

                                                           
1
 http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.LE00.IN 

2
 African Economic Outlook (AEO), 2015. 

3
 http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/zambia_statistics.html 
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Summary of Partnership 
The lack of reliable electricity in rural Zambia makes studying outside of the classroom very difficult. 
Students from poor households are often left without a means of working after dark or are 
dependent on kerosene lamps which are polluting and give off poisonous gases including nitrogen 
dioxide, sulphur dioxide 
and carbon monoxide.   

Camfed’s partnership 
with SI Lurgan has 
provided hundreds of 
girls with a solution to 
this problem; solar 
lighting has many 
advantages over 
alternatives and does not 
pose a health risk to 
students. The benefits of 
solar lamps range from 
enabling students to read 
at night, giving them the 
opportunity to do their 
homework, to saving 
money on the costs of 
paraffin and being 

environmentally friendly.  

The funds raised by SI 
Lurgan have enabled 
Camfed to purchase 878 solar lamps. These have been given to girls identified by their communities 
as being most in need. The provision of solar lamps has made a real difference to their ability to 
study, boosting academic achievement and confidence. Lamps have frequently been given to girls in 
examination classes.  

Mangani Samuel, Deputy Head Teacher at Miponda School, Samfya confirmed the long-term impact 
of the solar lamps in April 2015. In a letter acknowledging receipt of ten lamps, she writes, ‘From 
now onwards, we have hope and trust that the girls will be able to carry on their private studies even 
after prep time at 20:00 hours for them to benefit more and acquire relevant knowledge and skills in 
different study subject areas.’ 

The recent batch of lamps purchased charge in the sunlight and give out bright light. Depending on 
the setting of the lamp (low power mode, normal mode or turbo mode), the light runtime varies 
from 6 to 72 hours on one day’s charge. This gives the girls flexibility over the hours during which 
they can use the lamps and can vary the brightness according to need.  

 

 

 Ten girls at Matauka High School, Senanga, in Zambia’s  

Western  Province  holding  their  new  solar  lamps 
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Camfed Zambia  

Expansion 

Camfed has supported 333,347 students to go to school in Zambia, working in 1,061 partner schools 

across four provinces. SI Lurgan’s partnership has coincided with a very successful time for the 

organisation which has experienced significant progress and expansion over the past three years. 

The total number of children supported to go to school in Zambia increased by almost 70% between 

2012 and 2014, from 58,756 to 99,365 students. This support has included providing school and 

boarding fees, uniforms, sanitary wear for the girls, stationery and transport costs at the beginning 

and end of term for boarders.  

CAMA’s growing influence 

Since 2012, Camfed’s unique alumnae network, CAMA, has increased its membership in Zambia 

from 4,420 to 6,793. The network is made up of young women who were supported by Camfed 

through school and are now entrepreneurs, educators and leaders. CAMA members are also 

pursuing tertiary education in fields such as nursing, teaching, pharmacy and IT, as well as 

traditionally male-dominated courses that include chemical engineering, architecture, mathematics, 

and medical sciences. There are currently 264 CAMA Zambia members enrolled in tertiary education 

including 30 who are attending the University of Zambia and Copperbelt University. CAMA members 

are also receiving training to run their own businesses. CAMA trainers will train and mentor cohorts 

of grade 12 graduates supported on the Camfed programme as they transition from school into 

secure livelihoods.   

Crucially, these young women are supporting other vulnerable children in their communities to go to 

school, proving time after time that when you educate one girl, you educate many.   

 
 

Two students of Makauka High School receiving their solar lamps 
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National Engagement & Advocacy 

Girls’ education and young women’s empowerment discussions have gained momentum with 

national bodies on which Camfed is represented, advocating for more support for girls’ education. 

Zambia’s first female Vice President, while addressing members of the Gender and Equity 

Committee, mentioned that Camfed Zambia is the only organisation working in remote parts of 

Western Province, and that the returns on investment in girls’ education and women’s 

empowerment cannot be underestimated. Here are some examples of Camfed Zambia’s 

contributions to national level conversations on girls’ education over the period of SI Lurgan’s 

partnership: 

 Camfed Zambia participated in meetings organised by the Ministry of Gender and Chiefs and 

Traditional Affairs to prepare for the African Union Summit on Ending Child Marriage, which 

took place on 26 and 27 November 2015 in Lusaka. Camfed’s film ‘The Child Within’ was shown 

during the Summit. Both Camfed’s National Director and Director of Partnerships were 

featured in the film “End Child Marriage” 

(https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=aflgmYXfVPM – at 4:19 min and 5:10 min 

respectively) 

 While participating in national activities around World Literacy Day in September, 24 Camfed 

Zambia partner schools in Mungwi and Mbala Districts, in Northern Province, conducted 

reading competitions among students through child-led forums known as Help Desks and 

Learning Circles. Literacy and numeracy levels are still comparatively low in Zambia and every 

effort is being made to reverse this; it was for this reason that the Ministry of General 

Education prioritised World Literacy Day celebrations.  

 Abigail Kaindu, CAMA member and Programme Officer for Advocacy & Leadership at Camfed 

Zambia, travelled to New York in September 2015 with Regional Executive Director of Camfed 

Angeline Murimirwa, Founding Member of CAMA Fiona Mavhinga and CEO Lucy Lake, to stand 

with Malala Yousafzai during UNGA week, taking part in a series of advocacy events around the 

launch of the new Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

Miriam 
Miriam from Isoka District is just one of many girls supported on a Camfed bursary. The inability to 

pay school fees is no longer a barrier preventing Miriam from going to school. Miriam explains the 

significance of this support for her and her family: ”When my mother heard about Camfed she said, ‘I 

am so happy that someone is helping me because I could not manage to support the children on my 

own.’ My mother encourages me to be serious because I should not waste this opportunity.”   
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Girls supported on a Camfed bursary also benefit from Camfed-trained female Teacher Mentors. As 

well as assisting with students’ learning, Teacher Mentors provide psychosocial support to the girls. 

Many Teacher Mentors are also running reading circles, as Mirriam describes: “The Teacher Mentor 

helps by encouraging me and the students and giving us books to read during our reading circles. The 

reading circles really help me learn more. After 

classes and eating lunch at school, I walk home at 

3:20pm and arrive at 5:20pm. After I get home 

from school, I eat dinner, which is usually nshima 

(porridge made from corn), and fish or vegetables”. 

Solar lamps help girls like Miriam whose long 

journeys to and from school mean they are more 

likely to be studying after dark, and thus more in 

need of a light source. 

Mirriam now focusses on her studies and is enjoying school. She says, “My current teachers inspire 

me; I like the way they teach…I am now doing well in school, and want to be a science teacher when I 

am older.” 

 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 2013-2015 

As the table below reveals, the total expenditure by Camfed staff in Zambia for solar lamps matches 

the total income received over four payments from SI Lurgan between May 2013 and August 2015. 

 

Income Received  
 May-13 £500 

Aug-13 £1,750 

Jul-14 £2,400 

Aug-15 £1,550 

Total Income Received  £ 6,200  

Total Expenditure for May 2013 to 31st December 2015 £6,200  

Balance as at 31st December 2015  £0 

 

Solar Lamp Distribution in Districts and Schools 2013 - 2015 

The tables below show which schools and districts received lamps courtesy of SI Lurgan:  

SOLAR LAMPS DISTRIBUTION LIST 2013 JUNE 
 DISTRICT SCHOOL NUMBER OF SOLAR LAMPS 

CHILUBI Chilubi Secondary School 10 
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MPIKA 
Kopa Secondary School 10 

Katibunga Secondary School 10 

ISOKA Muchinga Secondary School 10 

SESHEKE Sichili Secondary School 10 

LUKULU Lukulu Secondary School 10 

MONGU Lukalanya Secondary School 10 

SENANGA Matauka High School 10 

MILENGE Milenge Secondary School 10 

SAMFYA Twingi Secondary School 10 

TOTAL 100 
 
 

SOLAR LAMPS DISTRIBUTION LIST 2013 NOVEMBER 
 DISTRICT SCHOOL NUMBER OF SOLAR LAMPS 

 KASAMA Chilekwa Mwamba Primary School  10 

 KAPUTA Mukupa Katandula Primary School  10 

 CHILUBI Mwanambulu Primary School  16 

 MILENGE Kafwanka Primary School  10 

 SAMFYA Kalasamukoso Primary School  10 

TOTAL 56 
 
 

SOLAR LAMPS DISTRIBUTION LIST 2014 DECEMBER 
 DISTRICT SCHOOL NUMBER OF SOLAR LAMPS 

SAMFYA KASABA HIGH SCHOOL 10 

KALASA MUKOSO SECONDARY SCHOOL  10 

MWEWA SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

CHITUNDWA PRIMARY 10 

MIPONDA PRIMARY 10 

MILENGE  KAFWANKA SECODNARY SCHOOL 10 

MANSA  MATANDA BASIC SCHOOL 10 

KAWAMBWA  CHIMPEMPE SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

CHIENGE  PONDE SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

MUNUNGA SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

LAMBWE CHOMBA SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

NCHELENEGE  
KILWA BASIC SCHOOL 10 

CHISENGA BASIC SCHOOL 10 

CHIPILI  CHIPILI SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

CHILUBI  MWANAMBULU PRIMARY 10 
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MPIKA  CHILONGA SECONDARY 10 

CHITULIKA SECONDARY 10 

KOPA SECONDARY 10 

MUNUNGA SECONDARY 10 

KATIBUNGA SECONDARY 10 

KAPILYA PRIMARY 10 

ISOKA MUCHINGA SECONDARY 10 

KAMPUMBU SECONDARY 10 

SANSAMWENJE SECONDARY 10 

CHINSALI  TONGO TONGO PRIMARY 10 

LUBWA PRIMARY SCHOOL 10 

MUNDU PRIMARY SCHOOL 10 

MUNGWI  CHINYANTA PRIMARY 10 

ROSA PRIMARY 10 

CHIMBA PRIMARY 10 

MAKASA PRIMARY 10 

KAPUTA  MUNWA PRIAMARY 10 

NSAMA PRIMARY 10 

LUWINGU  CHUNGU PRIMARY 10 

LUWINGU  KATUTA PRIMARY 10 

MBALA  CHOZI PRIMARY 10 

MBALA  
  

CHIPOKA PRIMARY 10 

KAWIMBE PRIMARY 10 

KAKA PRIMARY 10 

KASAMA  MULOBOLA PRIMARY 10 

KASAMA  
  

CHANDAMUKULU PRIMARY 10 

MUNKONGE PRIMARY 10 

MPOROKOSO  CHITOSHI PRIMARY 10 

MPOROKOSO  
  

MUKUPA KAOMA PRIMRY 10 

BWEUPE PRIMARY 10 

VINCENT BULAYA PRIMARY 10 

KAFUBU PRIMRY 10 

SHANGOMBO  MUTOMENA PRIMARY 10 

SHANGOMBO  KALONGOLA PRIMARY 10 

KAOMA  KAOMA SECONDARY  11 

LUKULU  PHELIMOSHEA  11 

KALABO KALABO SECONDARY SCHOOL 10 

TOTAL   522 
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SOLAR LAMPS DISTRIBUTION LIST 2015 DECEMBER 

DISTRICT SCHOOL  NUMBER OF SOLAR LAMPS  
MPOROKOSO 
 

 Lubushi Secondary School 7 

Chitoshi Primary School 7 

KAPUTA 
 

Mukupa Katandula Primary School 7 

Kaputa Secondary School 6 

CHEMBE Chembe 7 

MANSA Muwanguni 7 

MONGU Lukalanya secondary 7 

SENANGA Muoyo Day 6 

ISOKA Kampumbu secondary 7 

Sansamwenje secondary 7 

NAKONDE Ntitumbila secondary 7 

Nteko secondary 6 

MAFINGA Mulekatembo secondary school 7 

Muyombe secondary 7 

KASAMA Chilubula Primary 7 

Mulobola Primary 6 

MUNGWI Chimba Primary 6 

SIOMA Natukoma secondary 6 

SHANGOMBO Nangweshi secondary 7 

 Mutomena primary 6 

MBALA Chipoka 7 

Lucheche 7 

NAKONDE Ntitumbila secondary 7 

Nteko secondary 6 

LUWINGU Njeke Primary School  6 

CHILUBI Chilubi Primary School 7 

KAOMA Nkeyema secondary 7 

LUKULU Phelimoshea secondary 6 

NCHELENGE Kashita 7 

Ng'ona 7 

TOTAL  200 

   

GRAND TOTAL  878 
 
 

Camfed International is very grateful to Soroptimist International of Lurgan for their loyal and 

longstanding support over the course of this successful and sustainable project. We are confident 

that this generous investment in solar lamps will continue to benefit those most in need and ensure 

that this generation of girls has the means to study effectively and maximise their potential. 


