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We the undersigned, being members of Soroptimist International of Lurgan, wish to acknowledge 

and support all previous and on-going work of: Soroptimist International Regional Executive; along 

with, all the Soroptimist Clubs within Northern Ireland;  Soroptimist International Great Britain and 

Ireland Federation; and all individual Soroptimist Clubs who are globally working on the issue of 

human trafficking.  www.sigbi.org  

We also wish to register our support to the All Party Group on Human Trafficking, PSNI, the Justice 

and Education Ministers regarding their approach to tackling the issue of human trafficking locally 

within Northern Ireland.  

Maureen Maguire, President of Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland whose motto is ‘Women inspiring 

action, transforming lives’, said: “It’s easy to assume that slavery is something which has long ago been consigned to the 

history books but, sadly, that is very far from the case. Today women, children and men are still victims of human trafficking 

for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation or for forced labour in agriculture, construction, food processing, 

domestic servitude and food services - often right here in our own country.  

“Trafficking to the United Kingdom is primarily from Eastern Europe, Africa, the Balkans and Asia with some victims, 

including UK resident children, also trafficked within the country.” 

Soroptimist International of Lurgan wish to urge the Junior Ministers along with the All Party Group 

on Human Trafficking to consider the following ideas and to deliver these through negotiation with 

all the appropriate Ministers and authorities, whilst working closely with Education and Justice 

Ministers, PSNI, Boards of Governors, and the new Engagement Group on Human Trafficking, 

drawing on all possible resources, therefore “Facing the future together”.  

We welcome and fully support the new Engagement Group on Human Trafficking, set up by, Justice 

Minister David Ford and wish to congratulate him on bringing together NGO’s working on this issue, 

enabling and empowering all sectors to work together. 

Quote:- (“The new Engagement Group on Human Trafficking will improve communication and dialogue between the 
statutory and community sectors and ensure that we work in partnership to achieve our shared goal of tackling human 
trafficking.” 

The establishment of the Group follows a consultation on how the Department of Justice engages with NGOs and others in 
relation to human trafficking. The Group will operate under the umbrella of the Organised Crime Task Force, which is 
chaired by David Ford.)                                                                                                    Quote taken from http://www.dojni.gov.uk 

Soroptimist International of Lurgan members respectfully request that Junior Minister Jonathan Bell 

and Junior Minister Jennifer McCann, the All Party Group on Human Trafficking, along with, the new 

Engagement Group on Human Trafficking consider delivery of the following;-   

1 To ensure by September 2013 the delivery of “LOCALLY RELEVANT”, education on human 

trafficking to all secondary school leavers in Northern Ireland (girls and boys year 12 aged 16 

years old). 

http://www.sigbi.org/
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/


Suggestions – By the end of June 2013, each school holds a school assembly/debate on 

Human Trafficking, to specifically target students from year 12 upwards.  Education on this 

topic, could be achieved for all students leaving school by June 2013, by using this simple but 

effective method.   

During each school assembly/debate, students could view the winning DVD, from the 

photography and video competition for third level students, (which is being run jointly by 

the Department of Justice in Belfast and the Department for Justice and Equality in Dublin).  

This DVD could be delivered by 3rd level students, organised through Project Futures QUB 

and National Union of Students – Union of Students in Ireland) combining talks from 

representatives from Project Futures QUB, local PSNI Officers, and new Engagement Group 

on Human Trafficking, ending with a question and answer session.    

2 We ask Junior Ministers to encourage sectors, that are involved in setting up education  

introducing this topic into the curriculum, to ensure that is at all times locally relevant and 

to consider this as a compulsory subject, possibly, within the learning for life and work 

subject. 

3 At the end of year 12, to ensure each student is provided with information, on organisations 

working against Human Trafficking and where students can seek help if ever required.  

4 To encourage Education Minister, Education and Library Boards, along with Boards of 

Governors, to ensure this topic is locally relevant to each school, via communication with 

the All Party Group on Human Trafficking, local PSNI officers, and the Engagement Group on 

Human Trafficking.  Craigavon Act already visits schools within our area and we would 

encourage this age appropriate education on the issue of Human Trafficking, so as not to 

cause any undue distress to our children.    

Whilst we welcome the suggestion to students applying for the Photography and video 

competition to like the Facebook pages http://www.dojni.gov.uk.  we ask for consideration of 

the following: 

5 To target social media sites eg Facebook, twitter, in order to set up links to a web/media 

site, that deals with a wider range of issues, relevant to teenagers and young adults in 

Northern Ireland.  

6 That this web site is styled as a modern, upbeat, user friendly, site to include a “What’s on” 

regarding Youth events, Youth clubs, Concerts etc. This would be aimed at the 16 upwards 

age group.   Students will “like” and circulate a page more frequently, if it contains both 

social events, video’s eg utube clips, along with relevant teenage issues. This will result in 

supplying both education and local advice and help on important relevant teenager topics 

for example:- safety using the internet; health and fitness; gang cultures; human trafficking; 

homelessness; drugs; alcohol; domestic violence; teenage pregnancy; suicide; bullying; grief; 

disability opportunities and assistance; cancer; juvenile arthritis; M.E; blushing illness etc. 

This web site could also have links through to Ticketmaster; Child line; NICCY; Government 

websites; Social Services; education opportunities and job sites.   

http://www.dojni.gov.uk/


Importantly it could include provision for answering surveys’ on issues, therefore enabling 

teenage communication, this will provide grass root opinions on specific issues, empowering 

our young people, and provide essential information for sectors.  The underlying focus is 

where to get approachable local help on a specific issue.  (Justice Minister Ford’s approach 

of involving 3rd level Students, could be used in the development of this site) 

7 To set up comparative research between Dublin, Belfast and UK Universities to determine 

whether there is any truth in suggestions, that there is a link between raised university fees 

and students being drawn into the sex industry in mainland UK, as a means of earning 

money, in order to remain in full time University study.  If this is found to be the case, we 

would request a freeze of student fees here, while our MP’s lobby Parliament to address this 

issue in order to prevent this happening in Northern Ireland. 

Soroptimist International of Lurgan met with Henry Adams President of Project Futures QUB, 

Anti-trafficking Society at Queen’s, and the Equality Officer for NUS-USI (National Union of 

Students – Union of Students in Ireland). We have forwarded to Mr Adams our points 1 to 8 

herein, referring to Students and we have also discussed our views, specifically regarding 

education of 16 year olds and Research.  We have asked them to submit their view on these 

points via a statement, which when received, will be presented alongside this document.  

8  We propose that the Student Bodies have representation on the new Engagement Group or 

that they be consulted on issues and their opinions taken into account, especially 

consideration of the idea already put forward by Project Futures QUB, regarding students 

teaching students concerning human trafficking.   

9 It is widely recognised that Northern Ireland is currently noted as one of the hot spots 
regarding human trafficking.  Whilst we acknowledge the great achievements to date, by the 
public, private and voluntary sectors to offer and provide support to victims, we are 
concerned about the resources that will need to be put into place, to assist these sectors 
and support the increasing numbers of victims who are being rescued.   

As stated by PSNI human trafficking lead officer Detective Superintendent Philip Marshall;- 

“Since April, seven potential victims of trafficking have been rescued, following on from a total of 81 people rescued over 

the previous three reporting years. This year in Northern Ireland we secured a number of convictions and there are currently 

a number of individuals awaiting trial. If people provide us with information, we will act on it. That's partnership in 

practice."                                                                                                                            (Quote taken from http://www.dojni.gov.uk) 

Therefore we would ask the Junior Ministers to address the provision of care and 
rehabilitation for rescued individuals including need for relocation, housing, education, re-
skilling,  and where possible re-uniting with their own families and encouragement of 
acceptance within Northern Ireland or their own country as appropriate. 

10  As outlined in the Lord Morrow Bill Soroptimist International of Lurgan support the directive 
for an Advocate/Guardian being in place for any children who are rescued from human 
trafficking. Whilst it may be difficult to for Legal/Social Services to ensure the same Guardian 
throughout the process we ask, that this is a priority whenever sectors are looking at the 
care of rescued individuals.  

http://www.dojni.gov.uk/


11 We ask that consideration is given to ensure specific information is supplied directly to 
hotels and taxi firms, throughout Northern Ireland, regarding information on human 
trafficking: the signs to look for; how to report any concerns; and where to direct anyone 
seeking help. This information should also cover awareness of all kinds of human trafficking; 
including victims of human trafficking for the purposes of forced labour, domestic servitude 
and commercial sexual exploitation.  

12 To consider an advertising campaign, covering all aspects of human trafficking, with 
advertisements being transmitted into homes, after the watershed at 9pm.  Due to current 
press attention on commercial sexual exploitation, it may be appropriate in this instance, to 
refer to the simple facts of the economics within this situation.   

Increased demand from customers leads to the need for increased supply. Less demand 
equals less supply.  In theory then fewer customers ought to result in a reduction in the 
Human Trafficking, of, someone’s Daughter, Sister, Mother, Aunt, Niece, Son, Brother, 
Father, Uncle or Nephew.  

We suggest that when this is used in an advertising campaign then these customers would realize 
and consider how they are the final CHAIN in this Slave Trade, actually linking our communities and 
their own family to the crime of organized Human Trafficking, in turn they are responsible for 
making Northern Ireland a less safe place for all women, men and especially children within our 
community. 

We wish to recommend, when dealing with consultations and education regarding this issue, 
that there is, a specific clarification and definition, between, the difference in having a 
chosen occupation or profession, compared to that of being, a trafficked individual, forced 
to work, within an occupation or profession, not of the individuals own choosing.  

We request a response and progress report on the above points to be forwarded by 8 April 2013, to 
Joanne Harris at joanne147@aol.com  who will forward this response to the members of Soroptimist 
International of Lurgan, Federation President Maureen Maguire, and the Incoming Regional 
President Miriam Hamilton Hamilton_inch@yahoo.co.uk  (who will be the contact for information 

regarding work carried out by the Northern Ireland Region of Soroptimist International on the issue of 
Human Trafficking).  

We wish to thank you for your time and look forward to your action and response. 

Signed on behalf of Soroptimist International of Lurgan:- 

President, Soroptimist International of Lurgan      

President Elect, Soroptimist International of Lurgan  

Programme Action Officer, Soroptimist International of Lurgan   

Anti-Human Trafficking Liaison Officer, Soroptimist International of Lurgan  

Attachments: Statements from SIGBI Federation, Soroptimist International Regional Executive, 
Henry Adams President of Project Futures QUB, Anti-trafficking Society at Queen’s, and the Equality 
Officer for NUS-USI (National Union of Students – Union of Students in Ireland).                  
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