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Dear Club Members 2
Once again | started compiling this at the end\f y dzI NB | & € 2 dzNJ 2
articlesbegan o appeat then in March on my return from a week in Cornwall and E&
began to realise that my laptop was not happy! Life and technology have played @&
part in the late publication of this Spring editiahough the weather is remaining farjg®
from Springlikén support 2
My thanks to those of you who have written articles, but you will see, fioatoo
many eventsl have relied on photographs and your brief comments on social
YSRAI Xdd L K2LIS G Ry spechlithanks go #liaineffor | 88 2
introducing me to thé8nipping To@
Again my challenge to you all is that you should contribute at least one article eag
for the Summer edition, either emailed or hand written. If you need help with photos
then please ask. It igour Newsletter!

SueUnderwood

t NB & A Fadwelk QrasidentSueUnderwood
There goesnotheryear as President!
Thank you all for your support and enthusiasm, | co@ldave done it without you!

Food, Fun & FriendsHibave prevailedFirst we surprised Kathleen on hef"@irthday
(see page Bthenour 98" Charter Lunch (see pagegbfollowed bySlLeigi@and Sl
Liverpoofd Charter LunchOn International Wome& Day | joined Sl Leigh for their
Afternoon TeaWe added¥undraisingfor Fiond3 Pancake Party (see page 7).

| attended the GM4Women28 Reveal in February, the results are on pages 108e¥1
did a quick survey of the professions attendihgdmitted to being a Soroptimisindwas £
asked to give arief explanatiolXXThe next GM4Women28 is on Tuesday JUlaP
Salford University and we hope to have a table to promote Soroptimism

South Lancs Region President Pari@diaeme this year has beéRise Up & Ro&and weRe all done our best to
spread the word. Special appreciatiorust go to Fiona for héeet the Mancunia@podcast and also to Sophie for
her Facbook campaiga (various examplefollow) showcasing our projects, explaining our higtand attracting
new memberX.all boding well for our Centenary celebrations.

Yes Kathleenwe are striving t@ensure that Manchester leads the way in these times of ct&@inge

Immediate PasPresidentSue

Who was Your Woman of 2023?

Inspired by an articled R NJ5He RadyA 3pur BnuaryClub meeting asked who members would like tominate
fortheirW2 2 Y I Yy Q@THhe Lad@suggesbns included

Queen Camillg at 76 she had to start working harder than ever in her life!

Penny Mordant, Leader of the House of Commaastying the heavy sword for an hour during the Coronation
Mary Earps an@’he Lionesses

Brenda HaleBaroness Hale of Richmoqdlifetime Achievement Award at the Woam of the Yed®Awards
Sarah Lancashie\€oronation Streglo Wappy Valle@iaWast Tago in Halifai® Wark Rise to Candlefamd

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Here are your nominatios<.who would you choose?
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Maggie Ollver

Maggie Oliver is the former Greater Manchester Police detective who exposed the
failings of the police and local authorities in the Rochdale child sex abuse ring.
Maggie had the determination antburage to unearth and report the abuse of
young white girls by mainly men of Pakistani and Afghan origin.

l'a | NB&adzZ G aKS FT2dzyRSR GKS al 33AS ht
GNF YaF2NY LI AY Ayidi2 LR26SNWPQ ¢KS LI Yy
| volunteers with support given to victims of sexual abuse in the areas of legal

' advice, therapy, training aheducation.

As women and girls in our region continue to be subjected to human trafficking,
child sexual exploitation and modern day slavery Maggie Oliver thoroughly
deserves our recognition and support.

Carole Swarbrick

:é.f’ {‘@

ht Syl ASt Szatll

ht Syl AStSzall Aad GKS gAFTS 2F +2f 2
Since the War started she has spent her time in hiding together witleHikiren };
but also supporting her husband by doing some international visits and speak
for her Nation. »
She grew up in Ukraine and met Volodymyr at school. The studied together ai* |
Economic Institute of Ukraine, she studied Architecture and Design and he '
studied Law. They have been together since 1995. They faced many challeng
together and very hard tims caused by the war and its consequences; hunger
the Nation, homelessness and destitution; strains which ripped apart citizens
families in her homeland. She is fully aware how her nation suffers and how
different world views impact upon this situah. She has always been supportivg
of her Nation and her husband in his difficult role as the President of Ukraine.

KFa Ffa2 atdz22R o0& ¢2YSy NARIKGA YR ASt
deals with Mental Health and Domestic violence issues initkkra
Malgorzata Kmita
Khumi Burton
YKdzYA . dzNIi2zys | 2Aftyvyatz2¢ NBAARSYG:>Z 41 &

list for services to theommunity in Manchester and Cheshire.

Khumi was born in India in 1948 and came to live in Wilmslow in 1976 after marrying
a retired major from the Cheshire Regiment. She joined S | Wilmslow, transferring to
S | Manchester with three other members when the Wilmslow club closed.

She was very active in the Wilmslow club and always had plenty of exciting ideas
including initiating an annual street partya joint project with Rotary and Liorso

bring local residents and families together along with national and local charities in
the north west

In 2003 she was the first south east Asian woman to be appointed Deputy Lieutenant
of Greater Manchester and retired on her 75th birthday in 2023.

LY HangpZ (23SGKSNI gA0K KSNJ Kdzaol yRI ak
f SFRAY3 OKFNAGE F2NJ gSGSNIyaQ YSyidalt K
Achievement Award.

Her many other contributions include initiating the Portico Prize for Literature,
becoming Team Attache for Turks and Cacos when the Commonwealth Games came to Manchester in 2002, and
involvement with the Royal Society of St George, British Red Cross and Crimestoppers.

Susan Hollick and Pat Usher
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Christina Gabbitas
Christina Gabbitas was nominated in the Yorkshire Choice Awards fo
Inspirational Individual of the Year 2023. She has been busy workin
with the local police forces, local councils and local Soroptimists raisi
awareness and educating children and young people about county li
and the dangers of carrying knives.

/| KNAaGAYl al ARY GLQY K2y 2 dz2NBR w Ayl
inspiring and deserving individuals. If we can help just one child fron” & \
0SAy3a SELX2AG§SRT 6S Attt KI @S IJ;‘” asi

LI N» Y2dzy & GKIFIG 6S SRdzOF 4GS FTNRY |
I KN haGdAyl Aa + OKAfRNByQa | dziKz
She is well known for her rhyming books. Her chief character Felicity ¢ © & |
deals with childhood fears and how individuals can care and help oni 2\
another. She is an honorary membertioé NSPCC for her dedication tgia® |
child protection and her fund raising efforts for the charity.

She was born and grew up in Blackburn before moving to Selby where she now lives.

Val Jenkins

Kate Garraway

Kate Garraway , a well known journalist drighly successful TV personality,

with a happy marriage of many years married to Derek Draper a

Psychotherapist and former journalist and political advisor and a mother of

Darcey and Billy appear to have it all. She was enjoying life with her fantastic

career, domestic bliss and had created a high profile role appearing in several

celebrity programmes including Strictly Come Dancing and in November 2019

being a contestant in I'm a Celebrity Get Me Out Here. Little could she have

ever envisaged that when sheas joyfully greeted by her husband and

delighted children in Australia, as she left her time in the jungle in a credible

4th position that, in a very short period her life was to irrevocably change.

| In March 2020, as Covid so rapidly spread, terrifying us all, Kate and her family

 were devastated when Derek became a victim of the Pandemic and was
hospitalised for over 13 months, one of the longest survivors of Coronavirus.

He died on the 3rd January 2024 after a prolonged fight with Long Covid which left him in a coma and desperately

battling sepsis and a myriad of complications. He was 56 years old, their daughter Darcey beingl7 and son Billy 14

Throughout almost 4 years Kate bravely carried on facing constant press coverage with total candour and complete

honesty. At the forefront of the public eye she never failed to share her domestic struggles in coping as a devastate

wife and carer whilst quporting their teenage children and maintaining a demanding career. She ensured through

her high profile that the public were constantly made aware of the dreadful ongoing issues so many Covid survivors

were facing and struggling to cope post Covid. Laf@ dtramatically changed not only for her family and she soon

became a champion figure highlighting the problems of so many.

In 2022 Kate was awarded an MBE for services to broadcasting and charity. In June 2023 when presented by Princ

William at Windsor Castle with her award her husband accompanied her in his wheelchair. She at that time

described it as absolutely incredibleat he was able to attend.

In 2021 she published a book " The Power of Hope " which became a best seller a memoir about Derek's battle witl

Covid 19 and the many issues faced, sharing the raw and emotional story of the devastating impact on her family.

At the National Television Awards for the second consecutive year she was the winner of the Documentary, Caring

For Derek . She became extremely emotional when paying tribute to Derek for his incredible fighting spirit and

describes thanental toil she and so many others were facing caring for loved ones in the Covid aftermath.

In adversity she demonstrated such courage whilst consistently highlighting that she was only one of so many facin

the ongoing indescribable mountain of issues as a result of the Covid Pandemic. Following a cardiac arrest in

November 2023 Derek was ag&iospitalised. Christmas saw Kate and her family constantly surrounding his

bedside. Finally on January 3rd 2024 Derek's long struggle ended and he was at peace. His funeral was attended

host of celebrities including political leaders and TV starsiy ttaughter Darcey was a brave pallbearer. Kate was

back on TV screens 3 weeks later, her usual positive strong and dynamic self, a truly inspirational woman.

Rosemary Steven
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Lyndsey Burrow

Lyndsey Burrow is the wife of Rob Burrow, the
former England Rugby league player and Capta
of the Leeds Rhinos Rugby League team. Rob
sadly diagnosed with motor neurone disease in
December 2019 at the age of 37.

Since his diagnosis and originally being given tw
years to live, the couple have shown great
ONI SNE FyR O2dzN» 3S A
They were childhood sweethearts and had a gof
life with three lovely children, good jobs,
holidays. But everyiing changed with the onset
2F ab5 YR [AYyRaSe y2
time carer. She is a hands mum who also works hard to ensure that her children have as normal a life as possible.
{KS KIFIa alrAR GKFG aKS g yizA @AySSa adzLb ViR AKyS NG Srik ENINRAEl 365
moreover that his MND has taught her not to take things for granted, make the most of what you have, not what
@2dz R2y Qi KI @S FyR (2 tA0S Ay (KS KSNi#yrekiligiRe afikag d { K
determination to carry on with fundraising and public appearances, all the time knowing that her time with her
husband will be cut short. She never lets the Burrow side down.

I am full of admiration for Lyndsey in showing this strength and determination to carry on against all the odds with
her selfless devotion to her husband and family. She is my woman of the year 2023.
Hilary Dodd (Robert Geoffrey Burrow CBE"26eptember 1982 2" June 2024)

Kay Linnell

Kayspecialises in forensic accounting and areas of litigation support
including civil, family and criminal matteiShe is a chartered arbitrator, an
accredited mediator, an experienced expert witness and a Soroptimist.

Kathleen (Beavis) firgitroduced me to Kay in 2003 when | was preparing to
be an expert witness on a fraud case involving the computer system |
worked with. Kay was a great help by telling me what | should expect in the
expert witness world of forensic audit. | have since obghtvith her at SIGBI
conferences, most recently in London last November, but | had no idea of
KSNI Ay@2t dSYSyli Ay ¢KS t2ad hFTFAOS
t2ad hFFAOSQH

¢KS Wwt2aid hF¥FFAOS 1 2NRT 2y L¢ {OFYyRIf
6aN) . iSaQ aid2NR o0S3aIAYyEA AYy mMbpdyL
Y& [AYyyStt 06SOFYS Ay@2ft @SR Ay (GKS WwdzKéywoted afe2 NJ { dzd
0dzaAySaa LI NIYSNI dzaSR (2 RNRLI Ayid2 W2Qa aKz2L) (G2 -0dz
increasing unexplained shortfalls in her business accounts. As a forensic accountant, | wanted to try to find out how
the loss had ccurred. So, | volunteered to help using my accounting and expert skills and requested documents
only to discover that none were givento Jo,whoftvé&F i gA (G K2dzi | y& R2O0dzySyida F2I
Group meetings between syfiostmasters were arranged over the years by Alan Bates and Kay Linnell, a good start
for the legal team.

XXGKS dzyoStASOloftS al 3k dyF2tRa Ay WaN) . ld8a & ¢KS
I look forward to hearing Kay tell of her experience in this truly incredible affair.

(Seenhttps://www.thelawyer.com/howjustice-done-in-post-office-scandal/?trk=feed_maiufeed-card feedarticle-
contentA ¥ @2dzQR fA1S G2 NBIFIR K2¢ | €S3art GSIry G221 2y
miscarriages of justice the UK has ever seen.)

Sue Underwood
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Our 98" Charter Lunch

A delightful afternoon of good food and good company!

Skilfully managed by Toastmistress Alison, President Sue welcomed members, friends
j and guests to SI Manchester's 98th Charter
. Lunch.

*t NBaARSyYy(d {dSQa wez2l &
al YOKS&AG§SND NBFSNNBR
that started life as seven bees on the coat of
FNYax G2 NBLNBaSyid al
GKS aS@Sy aSlaxos Aa

The High Sheriff of Greater Manchester, Mrs
Mary] AT 21 € 1S8SNI NBL ASR 2y o0S8SKIfTF 27
voluntary work carried out by Soroptimists of Manchester. Miaigywore her
Court dress including the traditional Ostrich feather in her hat.

Barbara Blaber, Trustee of Act4Africa, one of the many projects supported by Sl

al yOKSAGSNE LINRBLRASR (GKS Wez2lald G2 {2NEPLJI
working with SI Kampala just recently chartered. Pamela Wright, President of Sasbptim
International of
South Lancashire,
gave the response
reminding us all to
YwiaiasS | LJ

The Guest Speaker

: was Karen
Humphreys, former Head of the Junior Roya
Northern College of Music. Karen gave us al
very informative insight into the life of the
Wl SIFR 2F (GKS Wdzy A 2 NJ
of her experiences of her years in office.

¢tKS wx2{(S 27 (KIylaQ ¢ra 3IABSYy o6& 2dz2NJ t NBaARSyid 9fS
pleased to be joined by Soroptimists from 8 Clubs of South Lancashire: President Angela of Wigan, President Sue .
members of Stockport & Dis@iti X ! £ &2 Y S Y-on8eNllyne 2B8ltor, lZeighi&2 Bistrict, Liverpool,

Southport and St Helens.

RSyid {dz§ O2dzZ RyQil NBairad FGdSYLIWAy3a G2 3 GKSNJ

ANB LyOfdzaAaz2yQ LI2&aSH
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that's it over for another year! Your turn next Carole!

Well
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YFEGKE SSyQa { dzNLINR 3 S
When Val Moss saw that Kathleen had made the effort t
travel all the way to Statham Lodge (Lym, Warrington) fc
the South Lancashire Region Past Presidents Lunch las
October that she was prompted to think how nice it woul
be if some of us travelled to Anglesey to see her on her
97"6 A NIl KR & X X

hdzNJ KSFNGFSEG GKFyla 32 0
both for conspiring with us for the surprise and for the

marvellous lunch she prepared for us. The cake was the
final treat and it was delicious!

dz3d K

LG ola YIGKESSyQa LI NIie &z
I Af I NBE LINPRdzZOSR I @F NRAF GA2)
were each playing a note of the tune on our note block
when told!......we would have been more successful if

we could have stopped blaming eacther for missing

our turn! A little less laughter may have helped too!

o had

AT AT
.:-g.-’;!—?!?tge

Somehow we missed photos of Fiona & Paul and also Pat who called in for cake!

I NBIFf Ywa®H 2NER 51 Sue Underwood

Windmill Grandmotheg Eliazamwrites from New Hope, Orissa, India
Dear Kathleen,

The windmill is still our main source of water.
Every quarter all senior boys in campus 'chigck:
- One (in pic second from right in pic of group)
goes up with safety rope and adds grea3aey ‘ , ABPY. BIRTHAY
check all the inlet and outlet valves on the o i,
borewell too. (Big job takes a whole day) A
They think of you and wished to send you this |
Birthday greeting CardWindmill Grandmother

Eliazar



New Hope, Orissa, IndigPh dzZNDD w2 & KA Fifst Ting!i S& C2NJ ¢ KS

GREEETINGS,
INCREDIBLE THAT WE COULD GET ALL SENIOR GIRLS 'HOMBJIQJDONE OUR NURSESSHINIFIRST
TIME TO VOTE LIKE ALL

ALL VOTEDOnNcredible- Jeevan Jyothi, Bangaramma, Jyothi, Ganga, Chinnari, Sonali, NRasdihj Mercy,

Nagamani, Babi, Sirishd@his is a reality of how through sponsorship 'little girls' grew up and our now 18+ and have
voted. This is the reality of 'working for changahd it is deeply appreciated how sponsors have stayed to see this
'fruit' of the story of New Hope. Ruth and | are ju$tappy' in the deepest of senses.

Roshini sat for a quarterly practical test and passed with 82 marks. Some girls just are meant to be nurses!.
I A3KSad LI aa Ay KSNI &SI NMbedshélgidzt R ySOSNI KI §S (K2 dzaAK

St s

Please share with Soroptimisk & G KA & A& NBFffe aSNAR2dzate Wg2NJlAy3a ¥
women.

Back when Ruth was 18 = she laughst even discussed WOMEN voting and the idea of 'girl' voting would have
been laughed at too.

Kindest regards
Eliazar & Ruth >

-
%)

P.S.I will send you a photograph of Leprosy Colok
feeding and distribution of Love Bundleall with |
ribbon and ALL with a card send from your side. | &
Incredible a card could go so far and to such a
difference of people!!!.

Hard to believe. It seems 'nesense’' to many to
give a card to such people!!! :
But for people who live in such isolated situations:> iy
this communication has a ‘depth' beyond words f
really. v
9f AT FNRa g2NRa QDAL all




GM4AWOMEN2028

KEY POINTS FROM THE PANKHURST-FAWCETT
SCORECARD and data reveal Feb 2024

We started the Pankhurst-Fawcett GM scorecard and accompanying briefs in 2018, the
centenary of when some women were first able to vote. This is the sixth set of data, only four
more to our end-point. The summary so far is:

1. It continues to be very difficult to find data at GM level and even harder to find data
showing differences within GM. It is also difficult to get intersectional data. For
example, in terms of judicial appointments you can search by gender or by BAME, but
you can't overlay the two.

2. In one case, regionally disaggregated data is not available without charge at the
time of publication. (women in engineering and technology at undergraduate level)

3. On the more positive side, in one case, the data has caught up by a year and we
have revised all the data accordingly (Construction & Built Environ. Apprentices)

4. The data is singularly difficult to come by for some thematic areas, this is the case
particularly around safety for women. The research providing information on sexual
violence survivors able to access support has not been repeated and yet it is an
essential piece of information.

5. Four of the ten indicators show no change and the rest only show one or two
percentages changes from year to year and not always in the right direction, e.g. the
gender pay increasing.

6. Mone of the five thematic areas show both indicators going in the right direction.
Overall, the gender gaps remain; over the five years there is hardly any sustained
positive change. At this rate by 2028, the centenary of equal franchise,
we will have very little progress to celebrate.

Data, deeds and determination are critical if we are to make
significant inroads into entrenched and persisting gender
inequality.

GM4\/‘/?MEN
2028

www. gmdwaomen2Z2B8.org
@EMAWomen2028
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al YOKSaGSNDRaE WwW2IFf1 C2NJ22YSYQ HAHN

¢CKS LYGSNYyrdAazylrt 22YSyQa 5Fe& gtft]1 Ay alyOKSadSN®
walking with so many other women striving for equal rights and promoting the thémspirelnclusion

=

SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
OF MANCHESTER

90

MANCHESTER
SOROPTIMISTS
98 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO
WOMEN & GIRLS
WORLD WIDE

53
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a2NB CI0So6221 t2aia FNRY LYOGSNyFrdAzyl

a88G hdNJ al yOdzyAl yXod

Meet the Mancunian Podcast
8 March -
# Happy International Women's Day!

,,‘/JAJJ%J S,

Celebrate by tuning in to this powerful audiogram featuring "’Mﬂﬂtﬁ"ﬁwﬁ!’— that surround You,

Fiona Spencer, Vice President of Soroptimist International ard the work You car do with them o the mort
Manchester Club. "I think that the people who surround you and ' Wﬂt"‘t lsson. ... l‘l‘ “"”‘L"} ‘“ﬂ—ﬂ-"ﬁ"—
the work that you can do with them is the most important lesson... | and ‘M vicouhage tRem to want to make -4
by working with people and helping encourage them to want to L W’u’-t""*

make a difference too."

Check out Season 7, Episode 8 of #MeettheMancunian podcast for
inspiring stories of women empowering communities. #/\WD2024
#Manchester #Women #Girls #Sociallmpact #Nonprofit

#Community

@s Listen now: www.meetthemancunian.co.uk
Soroptimist International Manchester

oLeEN '5 QCLZ

08 March

emenl]

You are beautiful, brave.
smart. funny lovable, kind
and so much more. You
are enough, and always
will be.

NBFSNNR Y3

S 1SSL
A2yl Q&4 LR ROMEGEYE

2
C

Fiona Spencer
#Women #Girls

HAPPY

A real beautiful
woman is a simple
woman who
appears as she is

ik Soroptimist International Manchester
12 May at 08:00 - Q)

¥ Do you want to be part of an International Women'’s Organisation?
{4 Do you want to make a difference to the lives of women and
children everywhere?

(4 Do you want to work with liked-minded women?

L Yes? @

Then you're in the right place! We are looking for new members. %2

Join your local club today and you will belong to an organisation of
women working to improve the lives of women and girls locally,
nationally and internationally.

Find out more from our website

https://sigbi.org/manchester/

or pop along to a meeting on the first Tuesday of each month, in Sale.
Contact our membership officer, Sophie, using the Contact Us button
at the top of this Facebook page or via sigbi.manchester@gmail.com
for more details.

Listen to our President Elect, Fiona, talk all about the work of SI
Manchester and the projects that we support, on the 'Meet the
Mancunian' podcast # g3
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Pancake Party

In April Fiona and her Soroptimister Paul organised and hosted the eagerly awaited and always enjoyed Pancake
Party. Members of S | Manchester, family and friends were treated to a range of delicious pfillingkesuch as
Mexican chicken, spinach and ricotta, cherry ang

An army of helpers assisted Fiona throughout the event with Rosemary and Gus displaying their considerable
hospitality talents in the food and beverage department and Val showing an entrepreneurial side as a super sales
person in raffle tickets.
| S

Games and quizzes were produced followed by lots of discussion and head scratching. Who knew that the electric
St SPFG2NI OFYS 0STF2NB GKS SaoltlFrd2NIFyYyR LQY adatt y2

The amount raised was an impressive £500 thanks to the generosity and kindness of all who enjoyed a very specia
evening.

Many thanks Fiona for your hard work, for opening up your beautiful home and to everyone who helped make this
such a success.
President Carole

So, thank yosigo to Rosemary for her chicken filling and amazing help setting up & serving; to Carole for the cheese
platter & help setting up; to Gus for manning the barVta & Hilary for helping set up too and Val for the raffle; to
everyone who gave raffle prizes; to Lara & Lois for helping hand out the games/quiz; to David and Rose for washing
up and others who were drying madly! Thank you to all who came as it madkitedy! Phew, a real team effort!

Fiona Spencer
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A select few, Alison took the photo, soon polished off
the Mug packing, just 58 this time because The River
AK2NI 2F &a02N)r3IS aLl OSXX
Wt Ayl [FReQ LWLX S o062ESa
The River staff and volunteers were delighted &
FILaOAYylF0SR-inmaGzRQG KB WI dz3
Sue Underwood

CNRY W¢KS wAQPSNI al yOKSadSND
Sunshine, visitors, mugs and sweeties foratientele,

4 what more can we ask for!

' Thank youSoroptimist International Manchester

b Soroptimist International Manchester
25 May at 07:30- Q

Shining a light on our projects

Over the next few weeks we will be highlighting some of the great
projects that we support as a club.

Week 9 - The River Manchester - Empowering survivors of domestic
abuse

The River brings hope and support to those who are at their most
vulnerable. They provide relief and support for people who have
suffered, or are in danger of suffering, from social and emotional
difficulties, whether fleeing domestic violence, undergoing trauma and
abuse, involved in prostitution, alcohol and drug abuse, being in debt,
self harm or in fear of their lives.

Our support includes donating items, attending events, and
fundraising.

THERIVERMANCHESTER.ORG.UK

The River Manchester

The River brings hope and support to those
facing or fleeing Domestic Violence across
Manchester and empowers them to create a...

Looking forward to thelPFathe® Day Afternoon Téan Saturdayuhe 15!
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Lendwithcare

Soroptimist International of Manchester has completed a year of support for entrepreneurs who are registered with
Carelnternational and receive funding to help them develop their businesses.

We have supported businesses in a wide range of countries from Ecuador to Togo, the Philippines, Zambia, Vietna
Malawi, Thailand and Cambodia. Within these countries have been 16 individuals and 7 groups. In each group thel
are 5 people and the advarga of being in a group is that they all support each other and if one member fails the
rest will rescue them. Whilst the businesses are supported the other benefits are that the families and children
benefit from better education, better medical issuesdamproved living conditions.

The initial £240 allocated by the club for Lendwithcare has been loaned to entrepreneurs. As the entrepreneurs
have repaid their loans the club hasirarested the money so a total of £450 has been allocated.

The variety of businesses invested in include farming, cafes and restaurants, retail, sewing, education and training,
arts and handicrafts and beauty.

Some farmers request loans to buy more stock for breeding like pigs, cows and bulls, buffalo, goats, poultry. Other
farmers request seeds, pesticides and fertilisers for growing crops like ground nuts, rice, maize or even Irish
potatoes. Owners of cafesd restaurants request modern and efficient industrial equipment and utensils as well

as raw materials for cooking and processing food ingredients for sale. The sewing businesses request professional
sewing and cutting machines. Retail businesses r&guevide variety of wholesale goods to sell on. Arts and
handicrafts businesses request goods for selling on and also materials for making their own handicrafts.

All the entrepreneurs have plans for expanding their businesses and, where appropriate, recruiting more staff.

Val Jenkins

Two Examples of Loans Repaid: len dW 'i th

Dear Val,

Great newg; Tinyadire 1 Groupave just made their final repayment and successfully repaid their entire loan! You
will receive this last payment into your Lendwithcare accaora few days' time

Thank you so much for being a part of helping the Tinyadire 1 Group and investing in their business.
We cannot begin to tell you how much your support is appreciated by Tinyadire 1 Group and their families, and of
course by all the team here &ndwithcare.org

Thanks for your continuing support and please do considénvesting your repayment in another worthwhile
venture.Click herdo see the latest entrepreneurs seeking your help.

With kind regards,

The team at Lendwithcare

About theTinyadire 1 Group:

The group is in the remote village of Jolijo in
Malawi. It comprises 5 female members and
supports 22 children.

They cultivate Irish potatoes and by employing
effective irrigation techniques are able to grow
Irish potatoes all year round.

Ellena is a member of the group and she is 35
with 5 children. She irrigates her fields by
digging channels to direct water from a natural
% W water source. She hopes to acquire more

& ** farmland in future so she can increase her
. farmingactivities.



https://lendwithcare.org/loans/71161?utm_campaign=transactional&utm_medium=email&utm_source=loan-finished
https://lendwithcare.org/?utm_campaign=transactional&utm_medium=email&utm_source=loan-finished
https://lendwithcare.org/search?utm_campaign=transactional&utm_medium=email&utm_source=loan-finished

The Tidziwane 22 group, Lilongwe, Malawi

The Tidziwane 22 group has five
members and they all live in the same
remote village of Chinkhuti in
Nkhotakota district. These women have
a joint total of seventeen children
between them that they support.
Members of the Tidziwane 22 group are
engaged ifarming and they grow
various crops, but this loan that they
are requesting will go towards growing
rice.

Bertha is 33 years old and she is one of
the member of the Tidziwane 22 group.
She is married and she has six children.
Her husband is a farmer. Bertha grows

rice with the support of her husband.

She started farming rice two years ago

to cover the basic reds for her family.
Bertha will use her share of the loan to buy seeds and fertilizer while the other members will buy pesticides, seeds
and fertilizer. In the coming two years, Bertha wants to buy a farmland and grow her business capital from
MK150,000 tavIK500,000. (£117.17 to £390.40).

Also, A Progress Report:

Mrs. Sokhom's rice farming has performed well on her new hectare of rice paddy (Cambodia)

For several months, Mrs. Sokhom has been
' using a loan from Lendwithcare through
farming a new hectare of rice paddy. Her wet
"’ season rice has already been harvested,
fetching a price of $250 per ton, resulting in a
4 satisfactory return on her rice farming
investment. Mrs. Sokhom has expanded her
agricultural pursuits by leasing an additional
five hectares of rice paddy for this wet season,
incurring a cost of $125 per hectare annually.

Encouraged by the favourable market
conditions, Mrs. Sokhom is contemplating the
acquisition of another plot of rice paddy to
further expand her wet season rice
production. The robust prices in the current
rice market have motivated her to invest in
additional farming land, demonstrating her
commitment to make the most of the lucrative opportunities within the rice industry.
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Early Essentials

S | Manchester supports Early Essentials who provide starter packs for some of th
vulnerable pregnant women in our communities who have been identified by their
health and social care professional as being in great need.

Eanly, Essentials

Carole and Fiona presented Earl
Essentials with beautiful baby
clothes and quilts made by our
partnersSara and Jane from
Ashton Village Saver, Anne &
others from the Heald Green Village Stitchers and Nancy from
Project Linus*

Project Linus Quiltsmany quilting groups contribute to

Project Linus Quilts. The local coordinator can give them to
different charities and hospitals. So Nancy, our Heald Green
local coordinator, chooses now to give the small ones to Early
Essentials. In March we had a dayaagoup sewing them, it
was our second set and we are collecting more.

These talented knitters and stitchers are amazing and the items they make are very much appreciated by Early
Essentials and the women they help.
Carole Swarbrick & Fiona Spencer
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One Soroptimist (Fiona) goes to a stitching group

U Talks about Soroptimis{ L al YyOKS& G SNDa
9aa SYu Al faqQ

U { GAGOKSNAR AYydNRRdzOS “II”SBI)\MIjza
OSYSTFAOAINBEXXDPAaSS 0623SH

U XX3g {"AuOKSNﬁ Y LJ dzA TFlF YA @

Wwo I NI 9aaSydAlrtaqQH

M7 Cx

Another Soroptimist (Liz) goes to the Ashton Village Saver shop

U Talks about Soroptimisip{ L al YOKS &G SNDa
WhSg 12LIST hNRAEAAFQ 3 WOl NI &

U {K2LJ 26ySNAR adzYy 9 KSNJ axads

Thursday
17 October

Our giant scarf is coming to
Central Hall, Manchester M11JQ
on Thursday 17 October 2024

This year, we're asking for volunteers to get their knitting

needles out again. We need as many people as possible

to get involved with this unique challenge. Help us make
a real splash by knitting gloriously colourful scarves

Your scarf should be roughly 30cm wide and as long as
you like; any yarn and colour. We need sufficient scarves
to make a mile long banner for maximum impact
The scarves will eventually be donated to charity.

:’ﬁ
Can YOU Knit a Scarf?

Knitters across the South Lancashire Region are supporting this project.
A speaker from the Lewy Body Society (a Wigan Soroptimist) will explain more about the Society at the
South Lancashire Region Programme Action Meeting on SaturdayJune 8
#AScarfForLewy
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The Rowley Project

Angela from theRowley Projecspoke at
our April meeting. The charity was
founded in 2000 after Angela and her
husband, Stephen, visited western
Kenya. They found that the greatest
need was foclean drinking water so
returned the following year to establish &
water filter project.

Rowley Projects in
'« Western Kenya

70 Kms South West

Since then they have helped to establish a primary school,
a secondary school and a dispensary.

We were pleased to be able to make a contribution to their
fantastic work.
Pat Usher

W{hwht¢LaL{¢Q 2AyS
N

¢KA&d A& 6KFG L RAA&AO20S
This is a Bottle of Soroptimist Wine!

BR 6KATf &l 1ZNJ

It was given to me by a Soroptimist friend, Sylvia Wilson who then lived o
Yorkshire. | never remembered that | kept this bottle in the cellar. Whils (A Oy 0
decluttering, | came across this lovely bottle with a very friendly
dedication.

| wish to share with SI Manchester
friends that Sylvia Wilson will only live
a few miles away from me, in Cumbri
and we will reestablish our friendship
and hopefully open this special bottle
of wine. Sylvia has already written to
me and we plan to meet kaen | move.
She does not know that | will have thi
special wine from several years ago.

Elaine helped me celebrate this special find of precious wine but it will be
opened in Cumbria.

Here is to S| Friendships and to good wines.
Malgorzata Kmita
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http://rowleyprojects.com/

Mum & The Boys

AtiKS 6S8S3aAYYyAYy3a 2F al NDKZ Ly KSH#
R22NX®d adzy 3 (g2 .28a KIR | NN
She must have gone to Africa from around October 2023.

¢CKS W.28aQ KI@S 658y OSNE 06 dza &R
and see! She looks shattered!

Last year, all her babies died and then she had a second lot.
Unfortunately only one duck lived. She looked after her baby so we =

but, the minute she could fly, the mother went. The baby had anot
week by itself and then left.

On arrival, they would like to feed four times a day, so |

have to be very hard to them and only give them breakfast
and evening meals. Mum eats much more than the boys,

a2 LISNKI LA akKSQff 6S LINBIYLy
LQtf €SiG @2dz 1y26 AF GKSNB |
FNRYy({d R22NXX

Update on #May¢ Yes she now got a few eggs! In the
same place as last year. She now speaks to us, especially
Barry. For her breakfast, | put her food just next to her,
GKSNBE aKSQa aradGiay3da 2y KSNJ
a22yXoodzi a2 Ylye FNB (AffS

Further news on 18 May - This morning, Dad arrived,
guacked and quacked (he had been away for a few weeks)s

Mum had her breakfast and went back to sit on her 13 eggs
{dzZRRSyf&s 221 SR Z&IBNRSXNHK
babies!!

They immediately walked together down to the pond.

Unfortunately, there will be so few within a day or two!

Shena Cuttle

You can’t go back and cha't'\ge‘ the beginning, but you
can start where you are and change the ending.

C. S. Lewis
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2% Soroptimist International Manchester is at Didsbury Park.
12 April - Manchester - &

At SI Manchester, we focus on a number of Planet projects as well as
the People projects that we support.

Over the last couple of years, with the help of Friends of Didsbury
Park, we have planted trees. & Here is one of them in flower today &

If you feel passionate about the environment and would like to get
involved with any of the projects that we support, then please get in
touch with us for a chat.

Cherry Treglanted in December 202

~ === & our Wedding Cake Tree planted in December 2022

Both of our trees are in sight of tHeavilion Café,
Highly recommended for coffee & cake!

Our Congratulations to Friends of Didsbury Park!

November 18 2023
KING'S HONOURS FOR FRIENDS OF DIDSBURY PARK

At 9am this morning, on the King's birthday, 'The Palace'
announced that the Friends of Didsbury Park have been
el g awarded 'The King's Award for Voluntary Service'. This
IDSBU F prestigious award is theighest award a local volunteer
group can receive in the UK and is equivalent to an MBE. |
think we should all be very proud of the volunteers who
work in our community and the efforts that people make
to improve our environment.
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CL!MATE
FRESK

The content of the workshop is drawn from the reports from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change (IPCC), made much more
accessible by the card based 'game' format.

S| Manchester were delighted to welcome members from Sl Bolton, Sl
Liverpool and Sl Southport to our Climate Fresk on 1st June at Stretford
Public Hall.

This was an interactive and cooperative workshop where we explored
climate change issues together.

This made it easier to
see theinteresting and
often complex
interactions between
human activity and
climate change.

We were encouraged
to reflect on actions to
solve the problems
together and for us to
spread the word.

These workshops are delivered wexdde often by volunteer
facilitators. Our session was ably delivered by Efdaliand
KennedyMumbafrom Really Recycle.

Elaine Loader
| would also say that | found it enlightening, thought provoking and challenging at the same time.

Very fun event!!
Sophie Kennedy
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S IKampala, UgandaA potential Friendship LikThe Story So Far

My message to Mary S| Kampala after the March Club meeting:

CRIO~¢cl ! etotc! 1Of ORUq! YT e ®/IJIOAG! t DanutoE2 JOOUT DI 5 YYT e
currently President. We havebeen following your journey to Chartering SI Kampala with interest &
admiration, SI Manchester was Chartered in 1926!

We were wondering if our Clubs could form a Friendship Link?

§UNKYNIOq6 DY GT 13t qof YUY NOg6 130! Y2 UNIIt qlo9 tie HY np
i 6 ¢20t 2GGYI qT 1O HagX nl RAcOnY!l todc¢c U! 1O D¢l t+ 1O# OE
My email address issueuhome@sky.comif your club would like to look at becoming our Friendship

link.

Looking forward to hearing from you

In friendship

Sue Underwood

Mary Replied on March 10th:

Dear President Sue,

Greetings from SI Kampala! We are truly delighted to have received your heartfelt message, and your
encouraging words about our journey into SXampala fill us with great joy. Your extensive three
decades of experience as a Soroptimist International member bring immeasurable value to our
collective efforts.

The proposal for a Friendship Link between SI Manchester and S| Kampala holds profound
significance for us. It transcends symbolism, representing the convergence of one of the oldest and
one of the newest Clubs in the Soroptimist International network. Thienvisioned link is not merely a
gesture; it carries the potential to foster connections and collaborations that go beyond geographical
boundaries and span across generations

The recent gathering on International Women's Day was a remarkable showcase of enthusiasm
among our members. Their eagerness to connect, share experiences, and collaboratively contribute
to impactful projects was palpable. The historical ties between Ugana and the UK, strengthened by
their Commonwealth connection, amplify the promising possibilities for a deep and mutually
enriching relationship.

Your outreach has ignited a genuine sense of anticipation within our club. We eagerly look forward to
exploring the myriad possibilities that this Friendship Link holds. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for
extending your hand in friendship, and we appich this collaboration with optimism, envisioning a
connection that not only endures but also leaves a lasting positive impact.

As we embark on this journey of friendship, we are keenly aware of the transformative potential it
carries. Beyond the formalities of collaboration, we see an opportunity to exchange ideas, share best
practices, and collectively contribute to the broadergoals of Soroptimist International.

In the spirit of fostering friendship and collaboration, we express our sincere appreciation for your
support and guidance. Your leadership is a source of inspiration for us, and we believe that through
this Friendship Link, we can create a meaningful bonthat not only benefits our respective clubs but
also contributes to the overarching vision of Soroptimist International.

With warm regards and anticipation,

Mary Jackie Naluwooza
President, SI Kampala Club

| replied on March 12
Dear President Mary
Wonderful to hear from you and delighted that share our desire for a friendship link!
Ggow YWI+HRqRUNWa6 ¢ qWRakt W RnnRAz2 GqgVY Wt UYs Ws 6 1
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| will pass on your greetings at our next Club meeting on Aprif2ogether with some of your Facebook
posts, to begin to introduce you all to our members.

In the meantime, you may like to review some back copies of our Club Newsletter which can be found
on https://sigbi.org/manchester/quarterly -club-newsletter/

If you would like to introduce your Club in
our next Newsletter then the deadline for
articles is 14" G| R @ Bo¥Q | must get
| WeT ! WagYWNYWgqYWoyYl Us;|
holiday! '
In friendship :
Sue

Mary Replied on March 16":
Dear President Sue,

| trust you and your loved ones, as well as
our fellow sisters in SI Manchester, are in
good health.

Thank you for sharing the club letters. After reviewing them from 2011 to the present, | must say,
you've been doing an outstanding job.

It's heartening to witness dedicated sisters like Rose Marginson, Molly Robinson, Susan Hollick, and
Rosemary Steven leading your esteemed club. Your support for organizations such as S.A.L.V.E in
Jinja, Act for Africa, and New Hope in India is commendahl& our contributions to local communities
are also noteworthy.

| was pleased to learn that Chris Knight from Australia, a friend of mine, visited your club and is
assisting us with our new club.

We hold immense respect for longstanding members like Madam Ann Thomas, who has been with the
club for over 50 years.

We aspire for Soroptimist International's endeavours to continue prospering.

Members of SI Kampala admire your work, and our
objective aligns with yours in establishing a center
to aid girls and women with skills, counselling,

and support.

Our members proposed that Sl

Manchester's assistance in establishing this (;\ A
center would greatly benefit our community.
Sue, your guidance on this matter would be
greatly appreciated.

Thank you very much.

Warm regards,

Mary Jackie

President SI Kampala
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Annual General Meeting Change of Insignis8" April¢ Our 99" Year Has Begun!
Whoare . W "“

Women working together
make a difference!

L jonal is —-
prslissr N/ © G\
women's service /A OROPT\M\ST 3
organisation, with [ [

3

over 90,000 [ 7

@

members in more [/
than 3,000 clubs. \

in 126 countries \TJQ
and erritories:

isa

i We surprised Ann
eobzl ¥l Thomas with an

Who are 4, Honorary Lifetime
Soroptimists Membership in
working wosether 1o recognition of her

e\ ¢ difference!
~

(almost) 50 years of
servicX @

X dcknowledged Pat
' AaKSNRa nn &SkNERX
Shend dzi G f SQ& on
" years & Rosemary
{G6S@SyQa up @SIFENBR 09
more!)
6t NBaARSYydG {dzS | OQSLI

S0ropumis

~ n working together
“e a differencel

j | fonalis

President Sue handed over the chain to President Ca

President Carole .
As someone who has been involved in many aspects of atl
educationas@ S OKSNE F2NNSNJ 9 Eééd
Servig:eAs in a metropolitan bAoroughA apdAschpoI anq college ‘)§?~
A2 0SNY 2N L 0StASOS UKFU Y2Zaj ), \
alleviated through education. y
Some years ago | was inspired to visit Robben Island as a re!
of reading this quotation from Nelson MandéiS R dzO | (i A
the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
& 2 NIN&tsdroMandela was known for his ability to find
common ground with very different communities. In later life
he always looked for the best in people, even defending
political opponents to his allies. ' ' -

We live in a world which seems to be increasingly fragmented and where many women and girls experience povert
deprivation and trauma as a result of many societal norms. | know that by working together Soroptimist
International Manchester can make a dié@ace to the lives of the vulnerable we aim to support.

I look forward to the year ahead especially as we prepare for our Centenary year in 2025.
President Carole
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