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WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
 Liz opened the meeting by welcoming everyone. Liz welcomed Federation
President Isobel to the meeting.
 Maureen took the Roll Call and apologies were noted.

2

MINUTES FROM MEETING HELD ON 10 July 2019
 The Minutes from the meeting held on 9 May 2020, having been circulated on
Dropbox, were taken as read.
 The minutes were signed as a true record of the meeting.
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OPENING REMARKS AND REPORTS
3.1 Chairman Remarks and Report
 Liz spoke to the outcomes of the survey that everyone had completed since the
previous GTM. Mentioned was made of the following:
 A good meeting although timing had been difficult
 One item to be reported on in future
 Issue with sound – need to ensure microphones are off
 Microphones to be turned on when you want to speak
 Things will improve with practice.
 Liz had nothing further to report on the Study Day – it was likely that the venue
will have to be moved as the accommodation at Durham may not be available.
 Best practice Awards will still take place even if the Conference is online. She
asked members to ensure that Clubs are notified and that all PFRFs are to be with
Sally by mid-July. All PFRFs with regard to pandemic related activities are to be
reported as soon as possible and COVID 19, C-19 to be referenced in the title.
 Irene Cockroft SIGBI representative on The Centenary Action Group which is a
cross-party campaigning coalition, # StillMarching for women's right to take part
in the decisions that affect their lives is looking for a replacement to take over
from her. Please let Liz know if you or another Soroptimist would like to take this
on.
 Liz spoke on the recent announcement by the Prime Minister of his intention to
bring DIFD and FCO together. She will write a strong letter outlining our
concerns. Helen advised that it should be exceptionally strong as there is a belief
that the Foreign Secretary will choose countries to which aid will be sent in order
to promote British trade interests rather than the poorest and most needy
countries. Members agreed.
ACTION
Members to advise Clubs to submit their PFRFs as soon as possible..
Members to consider taking on the UKPAC place on The Centenary Action Group – to let
Liz know asap.
3.2 Secretary’s Report
 Maureen spoke to an email re Housing for Women in London
 Maureen advised that the Executive were considering purchasing an on-line
platform that would facilitate meetings between the sub-groups. Zoom and
Webex are to be researched.
ACTION
Maureen to research the online platforms available and associated costs.
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3.3 Vice Chairman
Glenys had nothing further to report – the HT report is on Dropbox
3.4 Website and Communications Officer
 Liz congratulated Kathy for her work on the UKPAC page on the SIGBI website and
asked members to look at it and let Kathy know their thoughts.
 Kathy had difficulty in speaking via the online site but came on later and asked
members to look at the site and advise if the clubs were correct, the twitter
accounts and Facebook pages and to let her have any changes.
 Kathy referred to the Soroptimist Day of Action and the toolkit that is available for
use.
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ACTION
Members to review the UKPAC page on the Website and check Twitter, FB etc for their
clubs
FINANICAL MATTERS
 Rhona spoke to the Annual Accounts for year ending March 2019, which showed
an over spend of £544. Members approved the Accounts.
 Rhona spoke to the Annual Accounts for year ending March 2020. These accounts
show an under spend of just over £8,000. This is due to the March meeting not
taking place, as well as CSW in New York being cancelled, all as a result of the
pandemic. Members gave approval for the 2019-2020 Accounts to be sent for
auditing.
 Rhona spoke to the budget for the year 2020-2021 and indicated that the
projection would be a further underspend due to the July and possibly the
November meeting not taking place on a face to face basis.
 Discussion ensued on what ideas members had with regard to the under spends.
Ideas discussed included: reducing the cost of registration for Study Day; funding
an intern to carry out collation of data that is being captured on the Specialist
Domestic Violence Courts; funding delegates to attend the COP26 Event in
November 2021, no UKPAC levy in 2021; reduction in amount of levy in 2021; use
it an investment; regional training events. It was agreed that members to submit
their ideas to Liz and Maureen prior to the next meeting.
 UKPAC Levy for year 2021-2022. It was noted that the request for the UKPAC levy
£3.50 had already been sent to Clubs, therefore any variation would not take
place until the following year. Members agreed to defer this until the November
meeting.
 Members discussed the value of face to face meetings and Denise advised that
she found it difficult to get to know everyone and get heard using the virtual
platform. All members agreed that the face to face meetings were valuable.
 Lindsay suggested that a buddying system may be of value, Regions close to each
other could arrange to meet.
ACTION
Members to consider and suggest ideas on the use of the underspends, and send these
to Liz and Maureen
Members to consider having more virtual meeting as well as face to face meetings
REPORTS FROM STRATEGY SUB-GROUPS
 General discussion ensued around the Sub-groups and how members reported
back to the Chairs. It was felt that because there was different legislation within
the four devolved administrations, this was causing problems. It was agreed that
members should collect the information relating to their devolved countries and
report to the Chair of each Group. This is relevant to all of the Sub Groups.
 General discussion also centred on whether Domestic Violence/Abuse in other
forms should be considered by the Committee.
 Federation President Isobel indicated that perhaps the Sub-Groups should look at
developing Terms of Reference for each Sub-groups which would direct the
activities and work load. They would outline what is in scope and what is outside
the scope of the Sub-Groups. Isobel agreed to forward the Template for these to
Maureen
 There was agreement that the Sub-groups need to work with the new technology
i.e. online meetings between the UKPAC meetings.
 It was also felt by some that each member should only belong to one Group.
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ACTION
Members to consider what areas they wish to work on with regard to Domestic Violence
– considering all the variances that there can be under this broad heading.
Members in each of the current Sub Groups to review the Terms of Reference and
complete the Template for consideration at the next meeting on 1 August 2020.
REPORTS FROM REGIONS
 Chair Liz advised that as time was limited, she felt that the Regional Reports
should wait until the next meeting. They would be the first items on the Agenda
at that meeting.
 Liz noted that good projects and those that did not have the required outcomes
should be shared, that way learning can take place.
 She asked members to consider reporting on one topic and for the PFRF number
to be forwarded to Maureen at least two/three weeks in advance so that the
Committee can view the details and ask questions about the various projects.
 Janice advised that currently, whether it was because of the pandemic or
something else, but there were not many reports on the database. She had had
difficulty in getting something for to-day. The other difficulty was that the
database had been down for various periods of time.
 Moving forward –

Brenda felt that the Committee should come up with suggestions on how
to move forward and suggested that members email Liz with these prior
to the next meeting

Yvonne suggested that reporting from Regions should be on a rota basis –
perhaps four/five Regions per meeting depending on the number of
meetings per year.

Ann suggested that the Committee should focus on certain things – as
decided by the Committee
ACTION
All members to review their database and select one project. The number of this Project
is to be sent to Maureen two/three weeks prior to the next meeting.
Maureen will load these project numbers onto Dropbox
All members to be prepared to answer questions on their chosen project
Members to consider the best way in which to move forward for the future – all
suggestions to be sent to Liz and Maureen two weeks prior to the meeting
.
PROJECT – NORTHERN ENGLAND.
 Karen advised that SI Sunderland had been approached by two ladies who asked
the club for help with an idea that they had. They worked with staff in Care
Homes and noted that mental health may be an issue that will increase after the
pandemic because of the differing emotions that staff may have as a result of
dealing with the effects of COVID-19.
 These ladies have suggested that poetry and the arts are a way in which people
can deal with their emotions. They have suggested producing a book of “Poems
in the Pandemic”.
 This book will have 10 sections in it – each section covering an emotion, such as –
feelings of - hope, isolation, humour, sadness etc. 10 poems covering each of
these emotions would be selected for inclusion in the book. Each section would
have a visual artwork – a picture, a drawing which represented each emotion at
the beginning of the section.
 Karen asked for each Region to help with this project, but stressed that time is
short – it is hoped to have the completion of entries by 31 August 2020.
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Fund raised through selling the books of poetry will support mental health
organisations
Members asked questions and Karen advised that as soon as she had the
Information leaflet, she would send this to all members.

ACTION
Karen to circulate the information to all members or ask Maureen to circulate
All members to contact Clubs and ask for poems and art either from themselves or from
others members of the public.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
 Eleanor advised that SI Salisbury had recently held an online meeting with Philip
Holmes “Empowering Girls in Nepal”. The club had found this very interesting.
 Helen advised that she had been on this meeting along with two other members
of her club.
 It was agreed that the date of the next online meeting is 1 August 2020 and the
main business would be Regional Reports.
ACTION
All members to note the date of the next meeting - 1 August 2020
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There was no other business and the meeting closed.

Signed …………………………………………

Date ……………………………………………

