SI Downpatrick and District Report.
Programme Action report to the AGM 21.03.17 
From our PAC Officer -Geri Graham.


CLUB REPORT from 20th  March 2016 to 20th March 2017 
Economic empowerment and sustainable opportunities for employment of women:
· Awareness raising of Fair Trade

-Fund Raising events April and October 2016 had raffles with the main prize hampers made up with Fair Trade goods only.

· Christmas Hampers for Victims of Violence.

Some basic items such as food and nappies and a few luxuries were collected as part of a regional combined event for Flourish NI, an organisation who have contributed to the resettlement of trafficked, and migrant people, by empowering them to move into a self sustaining economic activity.

 President Catherine took the Downpatrick baskets ,(worth £137)  to Flourish NI
· Local Downpatrick Business women spoke to the club about their recently formed group, to promote and help women, in business or starting up a business.

Education – formal and non formal learning opportunities:
· March 2016
International Women’s Day - Two members attended events in the Long Gallery Stormont
· September 2016 Melanie Douglas spoke to the club on her experiences as Deputy Head Teacher of a school for disturbed children. These children, who have been subjected to mental and physical abuse, need to be removed from their home environment, but can’t be educated in the mainstream school system.

· November 2016
Youth Award-Public Speaking competition local heat.

- Excellent turnout from schools (17 entrants) and the standard was high.

· February 2017
Youth Award-Public Speaking NI Final held at Hillsborough

-Four members attended in support of our heat winner.
Environmental sustainability:

· February 2017 
Club had a speaker on Bee keeping  and the impact that the availability of pollen producing flowers and shrubs can have on a hive.
· Members continue to collect 
-mobile phones for recycling- for Water Aid

-stamps 


 -  for RNLI

- re-cycle Christmas cards - local council.
· Presented 2 shrubs for the Downpatrick Dementia Unit Gardens.

Health and food security:

· April 2016  Paula Thompson and Phillip Adamson from Downpatrick  Dementia Unit

Spoke to the club about improvements in the treatment of Dementia over the last 20 years.
· April 2016 Vintage fashions and coffee morning t Down Hospital  raised monies for 

- Alzheimers Society £300 and  War and Want £180 

· At our 21st Charter dinner £115.00 raised for Ovarian Cancer.
· October 2016 Cinema evening at Tudor Cinema, Drumhirk Road, Comber with light refreshments/ finger food raised
£400 for Action Cancer 

· October 2016
£30 presented to Chest, Heart and Stroke in memory of the late Eileen Pinkerton a founder member of our club.
· November 2016
A member held a bookstall at the Action Cancer Christmas Fair- Ballyduggen Mill Downpatrick

Human Rights & Status of Women -eliminate violence against women and ensure participation in conflict resolution:

November / December

Survey on human trafficking carried out in Downpatrick, on behalf of the Department of Justice (part of the Regional Project)

Violence against women -raising awareness.

· A  number of our members participated in the “white ribbon” train journey to Londonderry, raising awareness of the White ribbon Campaign and Violence against women.
· Six  members Attended the Launch of the White Ribbon campaign, hosted by Lord Morrow in the long Gallery Stormont House.

· Raised awareness of the White Ribbon campaign- in partnership with the Newry and Mourne Council, by lighting up St Patricks centre in a white light.

· April 2016 From Proceeds of the vintage coffee moning we presented  £100 to Streetsafe , a voluntary community group based in Ardglass with the sole purpose of keeping our community and our people safe
· We continue to support Womens Aid, with toiletries, clothes etc. At Christmas we gave presents suitable for Christmas morning.
· Our club Programme Action Convenor met and wrote to our politicians and local councillors encouraging them to advocate no violence to women and to support the Bill going through Parliament to ratify The Istanbull convention.
International Goodwill & Understanding:

February 2017 Dawn Stocking spoke to the club about her two week experience working

with the children and families in the village of Hope in Uganda.

Dawn went out with a group connected to Raffrey Boys Brigade and Kilmore Parish Church.
Outstanding Achievements 
Our charity event -Belfast Community Gospel Choir held in St.Patrick’s church Downpatrick was amazing, enjoyed by our local community. 

Not only raised our profile in the community, but also raised money for 4 charities.
People suicide prevention Inititive

 (PIPS)

Still birth and neo- natal death support 
(SANDS)

Queens University Belfast Cancer Research

Meru Gardens Project- Our Soroptimist International Quadrennial Project.

Other
Some members carry out other services to the community. 
These range from sitting on school boards, working with the disabled at riding centre, aromatheraphy for the disabled, working with cancer patients at centres, driving people unable to transport themselves to hospital (co-ordinated through the Down Accessible Community Transport), Visiting the elderly in homes, and reading to the elderly in homes.
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