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Quiz  

Please start thinking again 

about any new                  

acquaintances, friends or 

colleagues who may be    

interested in joining the  

Soroptimists and invite 

them along to  

the November 

Club meeting! 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Dear Ladies,  

 

Now that Autumn has well and 

truly arrived, with cold days 

but also spectacular colours 

on the trees and in the sky, 

the long, hot summer is just a 

a fond memory. We're entering 

the really busy and enjoyable      

period of the run-up to   

Christmas and the New Year.     

 

I am looking forward to representing SI Poole at the Remembrance Day 

Parade, because it is so momentous this year.  There will be lots 

to  discuss at our next Club meeting, including the SIGBI Conference in 

Liverpool, Regional AGM, prospect of adventures in Italy, helping local 

homeless people, the Rotary Road Train,  our Christmas Social, and 

growing our membership.   

Our speaker for our November Club meeting is the Reverend Pat Southgate 

from Routes2Roots, and guests are welcome. I look forward to seeing you 

all on 12th November.   

With best wishes, Helen 
 

 Birthdays this month 

Marion—22nd             

November—Many    

happy returns! 

 

Judy has  received an acknowledgement 
from Martin Gerrard – nephew of the late 
Mary Gerrard – as follows: 
  
" May we also, through you, extend our 
grateful thanks to Helen and members of 
S.I. Poole for their kind generosity to the 
M.S. Society with the donation in memory 
of Mary.  I'm delighted to say that             
donations totaled over £600 and Mary 
would have been so pleased.  Thank you 
again for all your wonderful support. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.disabilityrightsuk.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpictures%2FMembership%2520area.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.disabilityrightsuk.org%2Fmembership&docid=vVF8tRjqj1NXXM&tbnid=xEyYj7vYaumM8M%3A&ve


 
 
 

KNITTING UPDATE AND OTHER SI NEWS FROM THE              

LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE FROM JACKIE 

KNITTING GROUP 
Our last meeting was October 16th when we sewed up most of the items  
to hand.  Also on Oct 16th, Nigel from SPESS received , via Liz , 70 items  
for his imminent trip out to Togo  . A container of items for Sierra Leone will go 
shortly .  A ‘Thank You’ to Marion for the knitted squares that she passes on 
from her sister and which are sewn into blankets by one of my W I ladies . 
 
Twenty five items went via SI Bournemouth to  Jackie in  Liverpool as SI 
Thames Valley was giving a short talk on the KORI project . At the end of the 
talk, all supporters of the charity were asked to stand up and display an item. 
Unfortunately the official photographer was elsewhere at that time .             
We held up our banner , a blanket and two hat and jumper sets . The photo 
below shows Pauline and Jackie with these  sets being  held to look  
like puppets . 
(Do look on SIGBI website as we made it onto the official photo list !!  )                   

Next meeting  

2pm                  

January 15th 

Mary’s house 



Liverpool 2018  

 

 

 

“The SIGBI Conference in Liverpool was amazing. As well as the opportunity to be inspired by speakers such as 

Prof Helen Pankhurst, Ellie Bird, Dr Ann-Marie Wilson and Terry Waite CBE, it was also good to see inspiring 

projects and hear this year’s direction from our new President,    

Sue Williams. “ Ana 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SI Poole were truly well represented by the                    
‘Fab Four in Liverpool’- Liz, Jackie, Pauline and Ana.                                                                                              
Ana will  report back officially  at our meeting on                   
November 12th .             



 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti - Slavery Day  

We sent out materials to the Border Force at 11 different locations around the country - airports, docks and 

train stations for use on their stands on October 18th. 

Anti-Slavery Student Ambassadors at Bournemouth University 

The training of about 20 Student Anti-Slavery Ambassadors is a joint venture by Bournemouth University and 

the Crown Prosecution Service. The aim is to inform the Student Ambassadors about Modern Day Slavery and 

to help them identify opportunities to raise awareness of this and of trafficked victims, in the university and in 

their local communities.                                                                                                                                                                    

Betty and Mary attended the training on 18th October, talked to the students and Mary gave a 10-minute talk 

on ‘Combatting Modern Slavery; what can a volunteer do?                                                                                                              

We both found it a very interesting and informative day. It included talks by Bournemouth University                       

lecturers, Martyn Underhill, the Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner, Wendy Wyeth of the Crown                  

Prosecution Service and by BCHA. We hope to keep in touch with Bournemouth University and learn of the 

Student Ambassadors’ progress during the year.  

Walk for Freedom Bournemouth 

Pauline and her friend, Patrick, and Mary and Simon joined this walk on 20th October to raise awareness of 

Modern Day Slavery and to raise funds to support survivors. It was organised for the first time in                    

Bournemouth by A21 and about 130 people walked in silence, dressed in black, from the Citygate Centre to 

Bournemouth Square where they were joined by Voice choir who sang for them. On the way we handed out 

‘Spot the Signs’ cards.  Next year it will be on 19th October if you’d like to take part. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         FROM PAULINE  

News of the Purple Teardrop Campaign from Mary 

My Walk for Freedom has so far raised 
£287, and talking to Sorops at our stand we 
had £35 in donations and Spot the Signs 
sales, and collected 20 signatures, with 
many club representatives talking to us 
about their future plans, taking petition 
forms and order forms, showing continued 
interest in our campaign – so all very 
worthwhile.   



BOOK CLUB OCTOBER 2018 

Reading Chris’s choice of novel, “The Underground Railroad” by Colson       

Whitehead, is a good example of what can be personally gained from            

discussion in a vibrant book group.  

I had started “The Underground Railroad” about a year ago, but had not got      

beyond the first couple of chapters because the subject matter of the brutality  

meted out to slaves working on the cotton plantations in the 1800s in the     

Southern States of America, disturbed me. However, as a  conscientious     

member of the Book Group, I felt compelled to pursue the novel                       

and read it in full. And how pleased I am that I did! 

Yes, it is a novel full of constantly oppressive regimes, as Cora, an escaped 

slave, makes her bid for true freedom travelling from Georgia to South Carolina 

to North Carolina and Tennessee, via the underground railroad. This railroad 

turns out to be an historical metaphor which assumes a physical form. Sounds 

complicated? Well, it is in  parts as Whitehead seeks to weave a saga of pre-

Civil War America, from the massacre of Native Americans to the present day.  

Praised by Barack Obama and an Oprah Book Club Pick,                                                  

“The Underground   Railroad” won the National Book Award 2016                                 

and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 2017. 

Discussion was lively with members of the group agreeing that by debating the 

novel it added to one’s understanding and subsequent enjoyment. It now lies fifth 

in the Book Group’s top ten. 

Our next meeting is on Friday 23rd November at 10.30am when we will be 

discussing, “Saturday” by Ian McEwan. We are enjoying our Christmas lunch  

get-together at “The Bear Cross” on Tuesday 18th December at 12.15pm. 

Marion 


