
  SI POOLE JUNE BULLETIN 

May birthdays  MANY HAPPY RETURNS!                  

Kate  6th June 

Carol 11th June 

Thank you to everyone who has contacted me in the 
last month since the May Club meeting with ideas 
and updates.   Thank you to Caroline for chairing the 
meeting and moving along the Programme Action. 
Please note the local Poole action (p2) which may 
well link in with our Social media and Mental Health 
research.   Our speaker for July, Ruth Dunsby, has 
had a fascinating career to date and is now throwing  
herself into a project to support local homeless   
women and women in refuges.  A good one to bring 
an interested friend to?  
Janet and I met recently to plan the June agenda 
which will be sent on to you all . Jackie will be                    
chairing the June meeting.  
Kate and Rebekah are attending the Regional 
Meeting on 9th June.         Amanda  

Dates coming up: 

Regional meeting 9th June 

Poole events  

20th June Keeping Safe—Civic Centre 

Our Fundraising 

June 28th Silent Auction 

September 1st Wimborne St Giles 

July Club meeting  

Speaker: Ruth Dunsby Local Homeless Women 

SI Salisbury Club formal registration  

August 3rd 

REMINDERS for Monday 10th June   

FRIDAY JUNE 28TH SILENT AUCTION 

From Mar. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered and who is pro-

moting . Please keep doing this as tickets are slow currently. Please keep 

me updated as to how many tickets you have sold. Reminder that Jackie is 

taking your donations . Please contact her to take them round OR bring 

them to the meeting on Monday 10th June  Thanks.  

SUNDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER WIMBORNE ST GILES  

Helen will be bringing the sign up list along with her so that most of it can 

be sorted before the July meeting  Funds raised for this will go to BEES 

ABROAD and hopefully will be sufficient to sign off on this enterprise .    

OCTOBER ANNUAL CHARTER CELEBRATION 

Everyone please come with ideas—venues and prices . Amanda will need to 

contact the Mayor’s office  in July to secure attendance so it is an essential 

item for the agenda  

 

We have had few meetings 

now without mentioning    

recruiting new enthusiasts.  

Our meeting in July has a 

speaker . This would be a 

good  opportunity to get                         

others interested. Please have a think and get 

in touch with me if you  can bring  someone 

along. 

Many thanks      Helen  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.disabilityrightsuk.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpictures%2FMembership%2520area.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.disabilityrightsuk.org%2Fmembership&docid=vVF8tRjqj1NXXM&tbnid=xEyYj7vYaumM8M%3A&ve


EVENTS HAPPENING IN OUR LOCALITY 

IDEAS2ACTION 

 are asking the public to bring their waste to a launch event for their 

WIN  on waste at The Spire High Street Poole  on 15th June between 10 

and 12 . There are a number of similar initiatives across BCP when the 

public are asked to make monthly donations of ‘waste’ to benefit  

good causes.  

This is only photo I have to give people 

an idea of the type of ‘waste’ they are 

considering. If anyone knows anything 

about this and / or can find out more—

please do so and let members know at 

the meeting.   Thanks  

 

Keeping Safe Event 

Thursday 20th June 2019 

Cattistock Room, Civic Centre, 

Poole, BH15 2RU 

10-12 and 1.30-3.30 

I have included the poster in the email. This may well link in with 

our PA on social media and mental health. I will do my best to 

find out more about the sessions and bring the information to 

the June meeting.  



REGIONAL MEETING 10th JUNE  

I thought that all members may be interested in this  

Report from the  Membership Adviser to the Regional  

Officers, submitted for the June meeting.   

Soroptimist International of Southern England 

Report from the Membership Adviser to the Regional Officers  

Regional Meeting Sunday 9 June 2019 at Alton House Hotel, Alton GU34 1DW 

Following the last Regional meeting, I met with President Barbara and UKPAC Chair Liz Dominey to discuss what strategies we 

might put in place to help Clubs address falling membership and Region to tackle the issue of the reduction in the number of Clubs in 

Southern England. This is not an issue unique to Southern England, it is true of several Regions and other parts of the Federation, but 

with the loss of two clubs recently and concerns for the future of another, at the last Regional Meeting I think we all agreed the need 

for a concerted Regional Membership Strategy.   

The Regional Officers invited me to attend their meeting on Sunday 28 April and at the meeting co-opted me as an adviser to 

their team to help them to devise and implement such a strategy.  

In order to help us identify the needs of individual Clubs in the Region, the Officers agreed that we should first carry out a 

‘health check’ of our Clubs, to see what is going on, what is working, what needs attention and indeed what positive activities we can 

promote and share.    

All Clubs by now should have received the short questionnaire, and if any Club has not yet returned it, I will be happy to re-

ceive it from you at the Regional meeting.  

Once I have received all of the completed questionnaires and collated the results, I will work with the Regional Officers to 

bring forward a strategy with detailed initiatives for both Clubs and the Region as a whole with a budget attached. Our initial thoughts 

were: possible support to Clubs in running meetings, preparing programmes, succession planning, recruitment activities and recruitment 

and retention strategies. Training and development activities could be provided at Regional level and work could be done in smaller 

‘cluster groups’ or interclub groups. A regional recruitment roadshow might be one way of raising the profile across Southern England, 

linking interested potential members to their closest local club.  

I’m very happy to receive any ideas or initiatives anyone has, please feel free to contact me at lizmbatten@gmail.com   

Liz Batten 
Membership Adviser to the Regional Officers 

mailto:lizmbatten@gmail.com


KNITTING GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hats” for Innocent Smoothies bottles  

that Jackie had knitted and members of the group had sewn up.  

DIVERSITY IS ALL  

Janet and Jackie are off to visit Jill ( from SI Windsor and Slough) while she is in Swanage                           

with the latest offerings from the knitting group.  

Once again we are amazed at the work she is spearheading .  



SI Poole’s book group  

Well, if scores out of ten given to my book choice and discussed at our meeting in early May, 
are anything to go by, then ‘Dialogues of the Dead’ by the acclaimed crime writer Reginald 
Hill, is a novel which courts controversy! One member rated the novel 3 out of 10, two others 
gave it 9 out of 10, with the remainder giving marks somewhere in the middle! 

‘A man drowns. Another dies in a motorbike crash. Two accidents – yet in a pair of so-called 
Dialogues sent to the Mid-Yorkshire Gazette apparently in a short story competition, someone 
seems to be  claiming responsibility for the deaths.  Enter super sleuths Dalziel and Pascoe… 

 

 

 

I considered my choice to be a ‘safe read’, but was surprised 
by the strength of feeling from book group members. They 
simply loved or hated it! 

Discussion was brisk, reasons for favouring or disliking the 
novel expressed in an atmosphere of mutual respect, whilst 
drinking cups of coffee and eating Danish pastries.                                    

At least we are members of a book group holding firm opin-
ions and not afraid to express personal views!  

 

 

Would you like to come and join us?  

 

 

One can only wonder what the  book group will think of 
Donna Tartt’s, ‘The Secret History’, the next novel to be 
considered on Tuesday 25th June at 2.30pm. 

 

Marion 



Miscellaneous—kept in from last month as it is all still relevant 

REGIONAL MEETING 9th June in ALTON  

 All the information is in the attachments but a brief note about really interesting  speakers at the meeting. There will 

an Agenda item on this at our meeting : 

 Northumbria Police and Crime Commissioner, Dame Vera Baird QC, who will update us on recent legislation,              

positive actions and the role we Soroptimists can play in bringing about change for the better in the Specialist        

Domestic Violence Courts. 

 Shirley Jones SIGBI Director Without Portfolio and a member of SI Rhyl and District will be bringing us up to date with 

the latest SIGBI recommendations and guidelines regarding Safeguarding with reference to the vulnerable people 

with whom we come into contact as Soroptimists. 

 Sylvia Cox, Past President SI SE and member of SI Bournemouth will be telling us all about ”Elisabeth Scott.                     

Bournemouth's Forgotten Daughter” who designed The Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at Stratford-upon-Avon  

SI Salisbury 

SI Salisbury is bucking the trend and has managed to establish itself at a time when some Soroptimist Clubs are   

closing . We have  received an invitation from Liz Batten to attend the opening ceremony at the Cathedral—in the 

Cloisters—in August as well as a meal. Please see all the attachments. It would be good to get a group of us to go  

 

Our new arrangements :I received this email from Barbara after submitting our new arrangements and a lengthy                          

explanation to SIGBI. Please let me know your thoughts.  

Hello Amanda  
Thank you for keeping us up to date with the situation at SI Poole. As you can see, Diana has forwarded your                             
message to us SI SE Officers.     
 
Personally, I find it rather exciting that your co-members have found an innovative way to keep the club going.  It 
would appear that many clubs are discovering new ways to 'keep the show on the road' as it were, and that's        
brilliant.  We had a long discussion about membership and club structures yesterday and your news is very                
welcome. 
 
As you know, my theme for the year is 'Share the news, Share the Care' and certainly, 'sharing' couldn't be more 
appropriate than now, could it?  Every club is different, but we can certainly learn a great deal from one another. 
 
I would love to come and meet your members at some stage.  You're a fair way from Worcester Park, where I live 
(near Epsom), but I am sure that we could work something out.  
 
Looking forward to hearing more from you soon, 
With warmest wishes, 
Barbara 

 
Barbara Watts 
President Soroptimist International of Southern England 


