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Sue’s description of how she came to write this book, taken from her E mail, is given 

below: 

“Hello   

My name is Sue and I'm a member of Harrogate and District. I have just finished my first 

novel which is being published on Friday, 29 July.  5 Ladies and A Bus Called Bertha 

was inspired by our coffee club's summer lunch in 2019, when we were discussing how 

fingerprints wear away as you get older, and how useful this would be if we were to 

embark on a life of crime. I thought this would make a great short story, but this has 

grown into a full-length novel where the ladies have a lovely time eating, drinking and 

getting up to the odd spot of mischief. Needless to say, any resemblance to 

Soroptimists past or present, is purely co-incidental! 

As the book has been such fun to write, and I've had many happy hours with friends 

who have offered ideas and the occasional libelous tale, I have decided to donate any 

profits to charity. These will be Toilet Twinning, Dementia Forward (a local dementia 

charity), the Trussell Trust and the Benevolent Fund, all of which are charities currently 

being supported by our club. 

As royalties are very small, I probably need to sell at least 1000 books, which is quite 

tough for an unknown author. I do need to recoup my costs (£400 for the cover image, 

formatting, ISBN number etc.) but any monies raised after this will be split equally 

between the charities. Obviously, I cannot guarantee to sell enough copies to achieve 

this, but I am rapidly learning the dark arts of marketing so hopefully will meet my target, 

and as a bonus, I am raising awareness of Soroptimism.  

I have attached a copy of my current flyer.  

It would be great if you can send this email to the other Benevolent Fund trustees and 

ask them to circulate it. 

  

Thank you 

 

Sue Williams.” 

 

 


