
Soroptimist International Celebrating 100 Years In 2021
Bright Past - Brilliant Future

An opportunity to invest in two unique pieces of history - Commemorative envelopes celebrating 100 years since the 
founding of the very first Soroptimist club in Oakland, California in 1921. Both envelopes and stamps have been specially 
designed for Soroptimist International and are limited editions.

Soroptimists work to bring change and opportunity to the lives of women and girls worldwide. Through its global 
network of Federations and dedicated volunteer membership of over 75,000, Soroptimists are driven by their mission of 
transforming lives through education, empowerment and by enabling opportunities.

Envelope 1 - ‘The World’ confirms the presence of Soroptimists worldwide now and depicts ‘The Road to Equality’ 
campaign for gender equality. The reverse details a historical timeline of the continuing development of the organisation. 

Envelope 2 - ‘The Hotel’ commemorates the first Soroptimist members and their meeting place in California.  
The reverse records some of the worldwide projects completed in recent years.

There are inserts in both envelopes explaining the history of the Soroptimists and their involvement  
in worldwide events such as World War II and alliances with the United Nations and UNICEF.

The Stamps can be ordered in sheets of 10 (mini sheet) or sheets of 20 (full sheet)  
Stamp 1 - ‘Road to Equality’     Stamp 2 – ‘The Hotel’     LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE 
To place your order for these unique products, please complete the form below and send to:

SIGBI Federation Office, 2nd Floor Beckwith House, Wellington Road North, Stockport, SK4 1AF
Dispatch will begin on 4th January 2021

Title  . . . . . . . . . . . .              Surname  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  Initials  . . . . . . . . . . . .            Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  

Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                                                                                 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post/Zip Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            

Contact details:   Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              E-mail:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                              

Please tick appropriate boxes below. I would like to order: 

  Envelope 1 - The World £12.50 + P&P     Envelope 2 - The Hotel £12.50 + P&P

  Mini Sheet of 10 Stamps £25.00 + P&P       Full Sheet of 20 Stamps £45.00 + P&P     Road to Equality stamp     The Hotel stamp

   Please find enclosed cheque for  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     payable to: SIGBI Trading Ltd

   �or I have carried out a bank transfer for £. . . . . .  (with a reference of SI2021 and your surname) to: 
  

   IBAN: GB84NWBK01039331672191       SWIFTBIC: NWBKGB2L

If you would like to pay by debit/credit card, please contact Joanne Voller at SIGBI HQ, 0161 480 7686 – Please note: Due to COVID19 the office is 
currently closed, please leave a phone message along with your phone number Joanne will call you back to take your card payment. If you should have 
any other queries please contact Joanne Voller email: joanne@sigbi.org

The First Soroptimist Club:  Alameda County

On June 21st 1921, the historic first meeting of the 

Members Committee met at the Hotel Oakland 

to officially launch the first Soroptimist Club 

(Soroptimist Club of Alameda County).

The core group met once a week and in three 

short months they had gathered the support 

of 80 women in Alameda County, California, 

which was the number stipulated as minimum 

to form a charter club.

The presentation of the Charter and the officer 

installation ceremony for the Soroptimist Club 

of Alameda County took place in formal style 

at the Hotel Oakland on October 3rd 1921 in 

Oakland, California.

The first project was to ‘Save the Redwoods’ 

– the great ancient trees which were being 

felled and the club lobbied the legislature, 

taking on powerful lumber companies, and 

winning public support, which resulted in a 

major portion of the forest being set aside as 

protected land, that still exists today.  

Additional Soroptimist clubs soon 

followed along the Pacific and Atlantic 

coasts, amounting to 15 clubs within 

5 years, with a growing concern for 

women in their communities.

Charter members of the first Soroptimist Club, 1921.
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