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A celebration of Soroptimist service 
was held in early July to recognise 
the diversity, talents and friendships 
amongst members in the South 
Lancashire Region.  

The event was held in Leigh at an 
Anglican Church with a multi-faith 
focus. 

Three Soroptimist Ministers from 
different faiths led the Service and 
members from the Muslim, Buddhist 
and Hindu faiths gave poignant 
readings. 

Almost all the clubs in the region 
had at least one member in a 
participatory role. 

A very talented soprano, Diane 
Mackley of SI Southport, sang Voi 
Che Sapete from the Marriage of 
Figaro and Eunice Woof of SI Bootle 
led a small Soroptimist vocal group to 
sing the apt I Am A Small Part of the 
World. 

A collection was taken during the 
Service, part of which will be donated 
to the international Meru Garden 
Project. 

Afternoon tea was served by 
members of SI Leigh & District at the 
end of the Service. 

A hymn for the service was written 
by Wendy Ross-Barker of SI Wigan: 

 
We gather here to celebrate 
The friendship that we share 
And every action we can take  
As we reach out to care. 
While mothers and their children cry, 
We will not turn away. 
Our hearts are stirred to ease their 
pain 
And give them hope today. 
As many different coloured threads 
Weave one bright tapestry, 
A common purpose joins us all – 
To build community. 

The vocal group led by Eunice Woof (right). 

Above: The participants in the 
service outside the church with 
guests Susan and Allen Green-
smith. Susan is the Deputy 
Mayor of Wigan. 

Recognising diversity 

This is the vision that we share, 
The world for which we strive – 
Lives lived in peace and dreams 
fulfilled 
For everyone alive. 
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SI Leigh and District 
featured prominently in a 
local magazine to mark the 
club’s 70th anniversary. 
Margaret Molyneux said the 
double-page feature ran in 
Past Forward magazine, 
which is published by 
Wigan Museums and 
Archives and circulated in 
Wigan and Leigh. Margaret 
said the article was received 
very favourably by the 
general public. 

Soroptimism is getting publicity as 
the Pankhurst Centre and 
Manchester Libraries work to create 
an archive of women’s words. 

The project aims to gather 
women’s stories about living, 
working and growing up in Man-
chester. 

A selection of some of the stories 
will be published in a hand-crafted 
magazine based on the historic The 
Suffragette magazine to honour 100 
years since 1918 when British 
women first got a  right to vote. 

The stories will go into a Central 
Library archive where women’s 
words will be protected and 
preserved to celebrate the women 
who have made Manchester what it 
is today. 

Soroptimist International of Man-
chester is represented on the 
steering committee and is promoting 
Soroptimism in Manchester and 
beyond.  

The logo   would be on the pub-
licity, the website, Facebook and 
Twitter, said club programme action 
officer Sue Underwood. 

“Thinking about the Growth Plan 

and raising awareness of Sorop-
timism, this project is proving to be a 
very useful example of ‘service,’ 
rather than money. acting as 
advertising and spreading the word.” 

Hayley Missell, above left with 

Region PAC chair Yvonne Gibbon, 

inspired those who attended the 

June regional meeting when she 

spoke about the work of the Girls 

Network in linking girls aged 14-19 

with 1:1 mentors to help the young 

women make the most of their 

abilities and opportunities and 

overcome the lack of self belief 

many of them have. The Girls 

Network is actively seeking mentors 

and other help such as sponsorship. 

The organisation came to 

Manchester last year and is 

expanding into Liverpool. Find out 

how your club can help at 

thegirlsnetwork.org.uk/get-involved 

REGION LEIGH AND DISTRICT 



LEIGH AND DISTRICT 

WARRINGTON 

3 

SI Warrington raised £336 from the sales of bags and 
jewellery, most of that from the stall at the June regional 
meeting. 

The products were supplied by the Purple Community 
Fund, a UK-based charity which began by working with 
people trying to make a living scavenging on the rubbish 
dumps in Manila, in the Philippines. That work has now 
spread to working with the most disadvantaged in 
Tanzania and with small groups of refugee women in the 
UK. 

All the products were made from waste materials, with 
the purses and handbags made out of drink-can ringpulls 
attracting the most interest. There was also jewellery made 
from magazine pages, and pencil cases made from 
recycled toothpaste tubes. 

Warrington’s programme action officer, Margaret Carr, 
said the charity made everything easy. The products were 
delivered already labelled and priced and with leaflets and 
sales and display aids included. The club had more than a 
month after the regional meeting to return the unsold 
goods and the money raised, meaning another stall could 
be set up at the club’s monthly meeting. 

Unfortunately, a recent fire in Tondo, Manila, has made a 
number of the charity’s beneficiaries homeless and a 
fundraising appeal is under way. 

The charity’s website is p-c-f.org SI Warrington president Liz Smith with the products. 

Leigh Soroptimists biked to 
Leeds to raise money for charity 
– virtually. 

Members of SI Leigh and 
District biked the distance on 
exercise bikes at a gym and 
raised a magnificent £826 for 
Joining Jack. 

The club decided earlier in the 
year to suppor the charity, which 
aims to fund research into an 
effective treatment or cure for 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, 
a muscle-wasting condition 
which attacks in childhood and 
significantly shortens the life of those 
affected. An event was planned to 
coincide with the Wigan Bike Ride 
being held soon  afterwards.  

A key organiser 
of the charity, 
Andrea Kent, visit-
ed a club meeting 
to explain the 
charity’s focus. 
This provided the 
impetus and en-
thusiasm from 
members to ride 
the planned 50 
miles. 

Local Sorop-
timists meet at the 
Greyhound Sport-
ing Lodge, Leigh, 
and the manage-
ment and staff 

A Leigh & District Soroptimist has 
been recognised for her work on the 
restoration of an historic greenhouse 
and gardens. 

Phyllis Bayley, above right, a 
building surveyor, is project lead for 
the upper gardens and greenhouse 
project at Quarry Bank Mill at Styal, 
near Wilmslow, and has won a 
prestigious Northern Region National 
Trust Award in partnership with the 
head gardener, Sarah Witts, pictured 
with her. 

The great curvilinear glasshouse at 
Quarry Bank dates from the 1820s. 
The land was sold in the 1930s and 
the glasshouse fell into disrepair. It 
was bought by the National Trust in 
2010 and the restoration completed 
in December 2016 after a staggering 
7500 panes of glass were installed. 

Several Leigh Soroptimists also do 
voluntary work at Quarry Bank, 
helping transcribe personal papers 
from the Greg family. 

immediately offered to support the 
event by offering raffle prizes, 
sponsorship and use of the 
exercise bikes in the gym.  

Club members of all ages took 
part. 

  Club members make the sign for Joining Jack. 

 Members pedalling for charity. 



Deadline for the next issue of the Leader:  November 15, 2017 

Crosby Soroptimists learned the 
lessons from their first awareness 
stall and ran another at the Formby 
street market this summer. 

The day was an unparalleled suc-
cess. 

“We have names and contact de-
tails of 12 ladies extremely interest-
ed in joining our club and we spoke 
to more than 50 ladies,” said club 
communications officer Pauline 
Clark (below). The stall explained 

who Soroptimists are, what we do 
and who could join. 

A lot of interest was shown in the 
Stopthetraffik project, especially as 
the subject is very much in the news 
and the public were surprised to 
learn that it is a problem on Mersey-
side, particularly, in Southport.  

Interest was also shown in Chet 
(Crosby Hall Educational Trust). A 
lot did not know it provided accom-
modation and a learning experience  

at Crosby Hall, Little Crosby. 
“We learned a lot from holding our 

first awareness stall at the Crosby 
Carnival last year - we took on board 
how we could improve, what we put 
on display and what we could leave 
out. “We learned not to take our-
selves too seriously, be interesting 
and engaging and last, but not least, 
have fun. It was a long day but an 
enjoyable one, well worth the time, 
effort and commitment.” 

RAMSBOTTOM 

CROSBY 

SI Crosby President Annette Hughes helping to judge the 
best-dressed teddy bear at Jospice Teddy Bears’ Picnic in 
July. Other members served afternoon tea which raised more 
than £500. The weather was excellent, over 50 teddy bears 
took part and the ladies did an excellent job in selling 
numerous cups of tea on such a hot day.  

SI Widnes stood out at the Cronton Methodist Chapel’s 
Strawberry Tea and at the Cronton Gala this summer. 

As well as the usual gift and cake stalls, the club sought do-
nations of scarves, stoles and pashminas to sell. Members of 
clubs in Chelmsford, Cambridge and St Albans also donated 
items to sell (networking at its best!). With all sales a leaflet 
with club information was handed out. 

The Strawberry Tea was held to raise money for both the 
Chapel and for Zoe’s place, the baby hospice. 

Ramsbottom Soroptimists have been hard at 
work making Twiddlemuffs and Fiddlequilts 
for local Nursing Homes to assist people with 
dementia. The picture shows Maureen 
Sampson, Ramsbottom member, and the 
Manager of Walshaw Nursing Home with two 
of the quilts made by members.  

At the club’s enjoyable and productive 
sewing mornings members have also made 
sanitary products for girls in Africa. 

WIDNES 


