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Welcome to the third edition of the resurrected South Lancashire Leader, a quarterly 

newsletter reporting on what our members get up to when no one is looking! 
This edition proves that members are not afraid to challenge themselves to learn new 

skills, whilst continuing to make a difference and have some fun. 

Members are also spreading the word of Soroptimism far and wide and supporting 

Federation President Sue’s initiative around mental health ‘Think on It!” 

Thank you to all who contributed and apologies for those I couldn’t include due to 

receiving lots of responses.  Editor Debbie Oulton (SI Crosby). 
 

The Ukulele Ladies 

 

Soroptimist International of Bootle hosted the annual “Three Clubs 

Event” for their sister clubs SI Crosby and SI Southport.  
 
The evening was filled with fun, friendship and of course food in the 

form of an excellent buffet. 

Entertainment by Mr Eric and the Litherland Ukulele Band covered a 

wide variety of musical genres.  The evening closed with four volunteers 

joining the band on stage for a rendition of the iconic “Leaning on the 

Lamp post!” 

President Sheila (SI Bootle) presented a cheque to Eric, swelling the 

band’s fundraising efforts to £1,000 to be presented to Claire House.   

Ukulele Ladies: IPP President Sheila Millington and Caroline Holmes (SI Bootle), IPP 

President Paulene Regan (SI Southport), IPP Sheila Chatterton (SI Crosby). 

2019 Bowls Tournament   

is now underway 

 
The final will be played on  

Sunday 1st September at 

Pennington Park in Leigh 
__________________________________________ 

The Annual SIGBI Conference 

Will be held in Bournemouth 
24th -26th October 

For more details visit: 
www.sigbi.org/bournemouth2019 

__________________________________ 

 
The first on line edition of 

Soroptimist News 

 became available on 

 SIGBI website in May… 

  …it’s a real page turner! 
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Club News from around the Region 
 

Regional Study Day – Showcasing Soroptimism 

Thirty regional members from thirteen clubs met at Baverstock House in Southport on 23rd March, to discuss issues 
around membership and publicity. The theme was taken from the Federation initiative 'Showcasing Soroptimism', a 
new approach to Membership Month. Led by Anne (Regional membership officer) and Debbie (Regional comms 
officer).  Members worked in mixed groups, sharing good practice and a variety of initiatives. The day went well and 
members requested the opportunity to sit with ladies from other clubs at Regional meetings. 
 
The focus was on publicity and recruitment, retention of members, equality of opportunity, types of membership and 
how to improve communication in a modern world with an emphasis on social media.  Everyone took away some new 
ideas and appreciated time to share ideas. Members also raised over £50 for the appeal for Mozambique!  
 

         

Photos and write-up courtesy of Anne Grimes (SI Liverpool) 

 

 

 

SI BURY Spring into Action 
 

 
As part of their Working in Partnership Year with Bury 
Age UK, Bury Soroptimists held a Spring Afternoon Tea 
on 14th May.  
 
The event was very well attended with fun, food and a 
chance to win exciting raffle prizes.  
 
So successful was this event that we have received a 
request to organise similar events in the summer and 
autumn which President Joan and her social committee 
are taking on board. 
 
Story & photo courtesy of Joan Rees (SI Bury) 
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SI LIVERPOOL Make Time to Talk 

Federation President Sue Williams’ theme for her year, “Think on It”, focuses on issues 
around mental health   particularly our own wellbeing. With that in mind (no pun intended!) 
the PA group for Health and Food Security arranged a coffee morning to coincide with the 
nationally designated “Time to Talk” day on 7th February.   

Club members and guests enjoyed coffee and cakes and a table quiz 
about mental health statistics to get people talking. 

So successful was the event that we have continued to meet 
informally for coffee on the first Thursday of the month. Some of 
the issues for discussion have included domestic violence and living 
with dementia. We also enjoy a good natter too!  

Photos and story courtesy of Ann Grimes SI Liverpool 

 

SI WIDNES Step Back in Time for President’s Party  

 

Our party in April to celebrate President Julie’s year had a 
1940’s theme.  A number of members and guests dressed in 
outfits of that time and played ‘Pass the Parcel’.  Prizes were 
sweet treats which would have been popular then. 

President Julie presented a cheque for £2,915.00 raised 
throughout her year for the Alzheimer’s Society and 
President Elect Eleanor handed Julie her gift from Club 

It was lovely to welcome the Mayoress of Halton and South 
Lancashire Regional President Sue to the party. 

 Photos and write-up courtesy of Wendy Ross-Barker SI Widnes 

 
SI STOCKPORT & DISTRICT Celebrate Liberation Day 

Stockport and District Soroptimists 
recently attended the annual SI 
Guernsey Friendship Links 
weekend.  The photos show 
Stockport and Guernsey Soroptimists 
during the Liberation Day 
celebrations in May this year, the 
commemorative plaque depicting 
the 70th anniversary of Liberation. 

Activities included the Liberation Day 

parade as well as joining in the 

Liberation Hangar Ball in full period 

costume.  Members and friends also 

visited the thriving tree planted as a young sapling by Stockport Sorops 8 years ago in recognition 

of the women and children evacuated to Stockport from Guernsey before the occupation of the 

Channel Islands during WW2. 

Story & photos courtesy of Ingrid Whiteman & Joyce Garside (SI Stockport & District) 
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SI ST HELENS Three Times a Winner!!! 

SI St Helens celebrated their 75th anniversary year by winning three titles. 

Firstly, their partnership work with agencies that support women achieved winner of the 
South Lancashire Rose Bowl Award. The club showcased their work and that of 
education, healthcare, healthy eating and getting women into traditional stereo typical 
men's occupations such as brick laying through a massive event held in St Helens Town 
Hall And supported by local MP Marie Rimmer and the Mayor of St Helens. 

 

 

Young Carers St Helens set a £50 challenge to see how local 
organisations could 'invest' and grow that money. SI St Helens 
rose to the challenge by holding a coffee morning with a new 
partner; Green Acres Woodland burial trust. We invited Jane and 
Lorraine from Young Carers to raise their profile by speaking at 
this event and successfully turned £50 into over £1,700!  
The photograph shows members Colette, Sue and Pamela 
receiving the winning certificate from Lorraine and Jane at St 
Helens Young Carers. 
 

 

South Lancashire Programme Action joint award winners SI St Helens Pamela and SI Leigh 

Wendy receive the PA Trophy from Yvonne Regional PA Officer.  

Story & photos courtesy of Pamela Wright (SI St Helens) 

 

 

 

SI MANCHESTER do it in Style 

 

Soroptimists of Manchester held a fashion show and lunch attended by 112 

women, featuring clothes by Shuffs Separates.  The models were our members, 

friends and a few from Shuffs and our 

President Rosemary acted as M.C.  

We raised £1,800 for our charities and 

showcased Soroptimism with information 

about the work we do on each table.  

So far, five ladies have asked for more 

information about the club with a view to 

joining. 

It was a fun and successful afternoon. 

 

Photos and write-up courtesy of Rose Marginson (SI Manchester) 


