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SI Wigan and SI Leigh & District Clubs joined forces for the Centenary Trees 

project to plant 100 tree saplings at Bickershaw Country Park this Autumn. 

Members from both clubs have been planning, networking, and applying for 

grants over the past 12 months.  Partnerships Include Wigan Council, 

Lancashire Wildlife Trust, Manchester City of Trees, nearby Bickershaw CE 

Primary School and Leigh Ornithological Club. 

Signage in Soroptimist corporate colours will be prominent explaining the 

reasons for the planting and details of Soroptimist International. A local 

schoolchild’s design of trees and birds will be the focal point, together with the 

relevant logos. 

Children from all age groups submitted pictures and club Presidents Lynda Lilley 

and Angela Holmes chose a winner from each age group.   

At the end of the summer term, we were invited to school by Head teacher 

Alison Taberner to present Book Tokens to the winners. Overall winner Ava’s 

parents proudly attended and local Councillor Paul Maiden, who provided 

Brighter Borough funding for the signage, presented the prizes.  Both Presidents 

and members of the clubs, who have been leading the project over Covid 

lockdown, were also present. 

The children are looking forward to being involved in the Tree Planting which it 

is hoped will provide ownership and respect for the woodland area in the years 

to come. 

 
 
contributed by Margaret 
Molyneux 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Fun and Friendship is at the heart 
of Soroptimism and our annual 
Bowls competition provides this in 
abundance.  Club Teams from 
across the Region compete for the 
coveted Challenge Trophy & the 
individual’s Tricia Fahey Cup 
 
Co-ordinator Dot Massey of SI 
Southport, explains; “The bowls 
competition is a well-established 
tradition in South Lancashire. Our 
bowlers play to win but the matches 
are also opportunities to get to 
know Soroptimists in many other 
clubs. There are friendships across 
the Region, thanks to bowls”.   

 

Sadly, we are down to four clubs 
and are appealing to members to 
either create a new team or join an 
existing one.”  No experience is 
necessary so why not give it a try? 
 
A pre-season supper is planned for 
our first get together in April next 
year - an ideal opportunity to meet 
up in relaxed surroundings.  Please 
contact me for more information. 

Dot Massey SI Southport 
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Club News from around the Region 
 

SI SOUTHPORT – Summer in the City 

The club has had a very social summer. Our local Queenscourt 

Hospice, is celebrating 30 years of wonderful care and support 

and SI Southport acquired one of their pearl anniversary rose 

bushes to plant in the garden of Baverstock House, which 

houses our club room.  

Jean Tweddell and her Social Committee 

arranged an afternoon tea in July at 

Baverstock House and Maureen Ballard 

and her Welfare Committee hosted a 

coffee morning at her home in August.  

Both events were well attended by members and guests and a total of almost £500 

was raised for our charity fund. Huge thanks to Carol Hill for her wonderful baking for 

the coffee morning and to all who provided cakes for the cake stall. It was lovely to 

see some members whom we had not seen for some time at these events.   

           

Contributed by Ghislaine Fletcher 

 

SI WARRINGTON – Supporting the Memory Cafe 

SI Warrington recently presented a 
cheque for £225.44 to the Memory 
Café in Lymm.  This growing Club, set 
up shortly before COVID19 lockdowns 
began, now meets every fortnight to 
provide support and entertainment for 
people living with Dementia and their 
carers. 

Memory Cafe Coordinator of the Lymm 
Sanctuary Hub, Alison Summersfield (pictured on the right), is seen here receiving the cheque from SI 
Warrington President Rhona Kettle (centre) and Club Treasurer Chris Wood (left). The funds will be used to 
buy equipment and activity items for the sessions.  We also provided the club with a stock of 25 Twiddle 
Muffs knitted by Warrington Soroptimists.                   Contributed by Jackie Alexander 
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SI CROSBY  

SI Crosby members enjoyed a fundraising garden party with friends during August. 

Afternoon tea was served in President Chris Smith’s Garden with music provided by 

club member Ann Dickinson at the keyboard throughout the afternoon.  

 

Special guest was Ruth Baldwin, Headteacher at Waterloo Primary School (the club’s 

charity partner this year). SI Crosby is supporting children’s learning at the school 

and the funds raised will be used to buy reading-for-pleasure books.  

 

Club member Margaret Davidson co-ordinated refreshments which 

included home-made cakes and scones. The event was a whole-club effort 

with donations of goodies and helping hands throughout the day. The 

event raised £747.54 and provided an opportunity for club members to 

get together for the first time in many months.  

Contributed by Gillian Boggan 

 

 

 

Crosby’s Soroptimists recently planted out over 
two hundred native wildflowers at Lunt Meadows.  
Club members grew the flowers from seed at 
home over several months. Varieties included ox-
eye daisy, field scabious and ragged robin. The 
flowers are now strong enough to have a good 
chance of surviving in the wild. 

This is another example of SI Crosby’s ongoing partnership with the Wildlife Trust (Lancashire, Manchester 
& North Merseyside). The nature reserve at Lunt, near Crosby, is a haven for wildlife. The wildflower 
meadows are part of the Trust’s drive to enhance the experience for visitors, as well as to increase 
biodiversity.     Source:  SI Crosby website 
 

 

 

Knit for Peace UK is an initiative of the Charities Advisory Trust.   It grew out of projects developed in 
Rwanda and India, which brought together women of 
traditionally hostile communities (Hutu and Tutsi war 
widows in Rwanda and Muslim and Hindu women in the 
slums of Delhi) to knit clothes for street children and 
orphans.  Source: knitforpeace.org.uk 
 

Several club members 
worked on the project to 
knit squares, sew them 
together and crochet the 
edges.   Over 40 beautifully 
crafted blankets were 
delivered to the Trust’s 
headquarters in London.  
 

 

https://sigbi.org/crosby/our-projects/lunt-meadows/
https://www.lancswt.org.uk/nature-reserves/lunt-meadows
http://www.charitiesadvisorytrust.org.uk/cat-about
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SI MANCHESTER – Trials a Hybrid Club Meeting 

At last, we heard that our August Club Meeting could be a real face to face gathering!  …. But, were we all 

ready and able to attend in person? (Actually 12 attended and 6 zoomed in) 

We decided to explore the idea of an ‘in person’ and ‘zoom’ hybrid meeting. 

I zoomed in from home (sure of a good connection) and Barbara tackled the technology on site, thankfully 

with good Wi-Fi too. A speaker was invited and she had the option of attending or zooming in as required! 

We made use of the ‘big screen’ too, initially showing the ‘Zoomers’, then we all watched a video presented 

by our speaker on the ‘History of Alexandra Park’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The attendees had a normal meeting and the Zoomers had their usual views 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We did have a few technical ‘teething problems’ with an irritating lag between the laptop and big screen 

(an HDMI cable will fix that!) and passing the laptop around to anyone who wanted to speak was 

cumbersome (next time we will have a tablet as well as the laptop available).  As in any meeting, zoomers 

couldn’t hear when everybody talked at once, but all was well when usual meeting etiquette was followed.  

A pandemic may have forced us into this experiment but this hybrid approach is of benefit to members who 

cannot get to meetings due to health, transport or work challenges, so could be the future… 

Contributed by Sue Underwood 
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SI STOCKPORT – Members Get their Hands Dirty 
 

Club members Joyce Garside and 

Nancy Owen rolled up their 

sleeves to support Independent 

Options, a centre which aims to 

Empower Children and Families 

with Disabilities. 

Our green fingered Soroptimists 

weeded and cleared raised beds 

before adding bags of compost 

and plants.  Then, with the help of 

a Soroptimister, the beds were 

painted and a garden bench 

totally refurbished.  

Three large flat pack vegetable troughs, donated by a third party, were erected, painted and lined by our 

willing Soroptimister and are ready for the soil.  Children and families can now happily grow vegetables and 

see the fruits of their efforts. 

Contributed by Joyce Garside 

 

 

 

SI BOOTLE & District – Volunteers Extraordinaire 

Club member Gillian Aston has once again been recognised for her voluntary 

contributions to the St. Leonard’s Food Bank. 

Gillian is pictured with the Plaque presented to her by Joanne Seddon, 
Community Development Officer, who made the following commendation; “Gill 
has been an amazing support and is a deeply committed volunteer to St. 
Leonards Foodbank, in particular.  Throughout this pandemic she has 
volunteered at the Foodbank every week despite any potential risks.  She is very 
much respected and loved here, so I am particularly pleased to hear that she 
has helped forge a new relationship for me with your group.” 
 
Club Member Lorraine Wood continues to be a volunteer Covid 19 vaccinator 
and has just signed up for a further term into the Autumn/Winter sessions. 
 
SI Bootle members also continue to support the Baby Bank. 

 

Contributed by Caroline Holmes 
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SI WIDNES – Spreading a Little Happiness 

We wanted to support Captain Tom's 100 Challenge and with the school holidays looming, do something 
to support the mental health and well-being of families who have been through so much. 
 
The plan was to make 100 drawstring bags - 20 for teenage boys and dads, 20 for teenage girls and mums, 
40 for primary school children and 20 for babies. We asked friends, family and members for donations such 
as costume jewellery, toiletries, small gifts, biscuits, children's books etc.  

 
Sadly, one member had recently passed away but kindly left a considerable 
number of books which we used for the teenage/adult bags and our recent Body 
Shop pamper evening earned us ‘commission’ of 20 hand gels and face scrubs as 
commission. Soft toys collected for a teddy tombola in 2020 went into the 
children's and babies’ bags and we bought additional items as needed. 
 
Eight Soroptimists and one 4-year-old Soroptimiss 
packed 100 bags, attaching labels featuring SI Widnes’ 

contact details and details of each bag, then packed them into a Soroptimister's car 
for delivery to the receiving organisation the next day.  
 

It was hoped that the bags would create joy and happiness for the recipients 
and would help occupy the younger children in the first few days of the school 
holidays thereby doubling the effects for the parents.  This is a quote from a 
beneficiary; ‘Wow! How very kind of you all and such a wonderful and 
thoughtful idea that will most definitely help our families in need.’  
    

Thank you to everyone who donated items/money, helped with packing and a 

huge thank you to Linda and the twins for sewing the bags.          Contributed by Wendy Ross-Barker 

 

 

SI LEIGH & DISTRICT – Centenary Celebrations 

In 1921 not only did Soroptimist International evolve, but also Firs Park was created in the Leigh area for 

the benefit of the local community.  The landscaped gardens included a large pond with swans, ducks, and 

other wildlife, rose gardens, bowling greens, tennis courts and children’s play areas. 

SI Leigh & District were invited to set up a 

stall at the parks Centenary event and the 

glorious Bank Holiday weather brought a 

huge turnout of visitors of all ages. 

We had a Lucky Bag stall and naming of a 

huge Teddy which led to a delighted young 

lady winning ’Huggable Harry’. 

A magnificent total of £471.30 was raised 

with the proceeds being given to Wigan & 

Leigh Hospice. 
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SI LEIGH & DISTRICT - Craft Market and International Trading 

‘Craft Corner’ is a new charity fundraiser developed by Leigh club 

members in recent months.  Items produced by members and 

supporters have even led to Etsy online selling and the maker of 

the gift chooses the recipient charity. 

One member is taking the lead to create an efficient streamlined 

service and a logo has been created. A recent item was sold to a 

lady in Switzerland! 

Our first venture into 

market trading was 

at Atherton Street 

Market where the practical gifts attracted a thriving customer 

hub. Several customers even offered their own handicrafts to 

support this initiative.  Never missing an opportunity to 

promote the club and organisation, leaflets were distributed 

throughout the day. 

A total of £136 was raised at the Street Market to be distributed 

equally to Cats Protection, Breast Cancer Now, Target Ovarian 

Cancer & Derian House. 

 

Bickershaw Country Park Walk 

Led by Dave Wilson, a local ornithologist, with a keen interest in local wildlife, 

several SI Leigh & District members undertook a two-hour nature walk in an 

area which was formerly a vast area of coal open cast mining.  Dave was able 

to identify the many types of birds that visit the site including 

Wrens, Whitethroats, Buzzards, Reed Bunting, and the rare Willow Tit, which is 

the UK’s s most threatened, near extinction bird.  

It was remarkable seeing the skills Dave used to name 

the relevant birds, helped by the silence of the areas 

we visited. Off the beaten track he showed us the 

beautiful Pyramid, Marsh & Bee Wild Orchids (see 

photos).  Although many of the fields are rutted and uneven a reasonable walker 

would have no problem undertaking the tracks.  

There is still much evidence of the coal slag heaps and open cast mining, but self-

seeded Willow and Birch trees are developing, which look magnificent.  It was 

amazing to visit an area within our own local community, with superb views across to Manchester and the 

therapeutic benefits it offers, as we slowly come out of the pandemic restrictions. 
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Thank you 

 

Further to our recent Wheeleigh 175 bike ride, SI Leigh & District club 
members would like to thank fellow Soroptimists for supporting our 
initiative. 
 
We pedalled 372 km-which is the equivalent of cycling from Leigh to 
London! Our pedal power and enthusiasm allowed us to more than 
double our distance target. 
 
A total of £1,035 was raised which is to be equally divided between 
Breast Cancer Now &The Christie Charitable Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

SI Leigh & District - Back Together! 

 

As we leave Covid restrictions behind, it 

has been wonderful to enjoy the 

friendship, camaraderie & mutual 

support which only meeting face to face 

provides. 

Visits to newly opened RHS Bridgewater 

in Worsley and therapeutic walks 

around Pennington Country Park, with 

welcome hospitality at a member’s 

beautiful cottage nearby, has allowed 

members to appreciate all we have 

missed as a very busy & active Club. 

After months of virtual reality, the Club 

has now resumed normal meetings and 

welcomed prospective new members.  

All Contributed by Margaret Molyneux 
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Extracts from a long poem written by Winston Churchill at age 15, on Influenza pandemic 1889-90 

Contributed by Sriya Kulupana (SI Bootle & District) 

 

The Influenza 

Oh, how shall I it’s deeds recount 

Or measure the untold amount 

Of ills that it has done? 

From China bright celestial land 

E’en to Arabia’s thirsty sand 

It journeyed with the sun 

 

On Moscow’s fair and famous town 

Where fell the first Napoleon’s crown 

It made a direful swoop 

The rich, the poor, the high the low 

Alike the various symptoms know 

Alike before it droop 

 

Nor adverse winds, nor floods of rain 

Might stay the thrice accursed bane; 

And with unsparing hand, 

Impartial cruel and severe 

It travelled on allied with fear 

And smote the fatherland 

 

For though it ravaged far and wide 

Both village, town and countryside 

Its power to kill was o’er 

And with the favouring winds of spring 

(Blest is the time of which I sing) 

It left our native shore     


