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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CEREMONY
at the Historic Town Hall of the City of Münster
27 June 2026

Reception
Musical Invitation to the Banqueting Hall (Viktoria Kneip)
Opening of the Ceremony
Franz Liszt (1811–1886) Hungarian Rhapsody, S. 244 No. 6 for Piano (Dajana Qevani)
Welcome Address
Dr Kathrin Schepers, President of SI Club Münster
Welcome Address
Klaus Rosenau, Mayor of the City of Münster
Greetings from Friendship-Links
SI Club Groningen-West (The Netherlands)
SI Club St Albans (United Kingdom)
Bernhard Henrik Crusell (1775–1838) First Movement, Allegro, from Concerto No. 2 for Clarinet and Orchestra
(Clarinet: Victoria Kneip, Piano: Dajana Qevani)
Keynote Address
Having a Voice – Having a Vote – Driving Change
Women in Civil Society
Professor Emerita Dr Annette Zimmer
Closing Remarks
Keynote Speaker

Prof. Dr. Annette Zimmer
is Professor of German and European Social Policy and Comparative Politics at the Institute of Political Science at University of Münster. Annette Zimmer has been involved in numerous research projects on the nonprofit sector, including a range of EU-funded initiatives. She is also the founder of the postgraduate programme Nonprofit Management and Governance at the University of Münster.
Her research interests and publications focus on the following areas: nonprofit organisations (NPOs), New Public Management, lobbying, policy analysis, particularly social and cultural policy, the study of associations and interest groups, and social innovation at the local level.

President

Dr. Kathrin Schepers
is a physician and lecturer at University Hospital Münster (UKM). She heads Medical Management at UKM International. From 1992 to 2019, she was also active in the international art trade on a part-time basis. Since 2024, she has served as Chair of the Board of Familienhaus am Universitätsklinikum e.V..

Musicians

Viktoria Kneip
is 17 years old. After beginning her musical journey with the recorder, she enthusiastically switched to the clarinet in 2016 at the Havixbeck School of Music.
Since 2021, she has been studying clarinet with Taulant Haxhikadrija and has been a junior student at the Youth Academy Münster since the winter semester of 2023/24, where she receives advanced musical training.
Viktoria regularly takes part in competitions such as the German Orchestra Competition and Jugend musiziert, where she has won first prizes. Most recently, in 2026, she and her Youth Academy trio (clarinet, violin and piano) were awarded a first prize with the highest possible score at the national finals of Jugend musiziert.
In 2025, Viktoria was awarded an annual scholarship by Soroptimist International Münster.

Dajana Qevani
is an Albanian pianist who began her musical education at the age of six at the “Onufri” Music School in Elbasan, Albania.
From 2010 to 2015, she studied with Pranvera Zenelhoxha, followed by studies with Ledja Dosti from 2015 to 2021. From October 2021 to 2024, she was a junior student at the Youth Academy Münster and has since been studying with Professor Heribert Koch.
In 2023, Dajana was awarded a one-year scholarship by the Soroptimist International Münster Club.
Since October 2024, she has been studying for a Bachelor’s degree at the Münster University of Music. Most recently, her achievements have been featured in the Westfälische Nachrichten, including her success at the “Jugend musiziert” competition at both state and national level. She has participated in several masterclasses, including those with Professor Heribert Koch and Florian Noack, as well as the chamber music course “jumuku24” in Ede, the Netherlands. She performed at the “mensch. musik Festival” of the Münster University of Music during the 2024/2025 season in Münster and took part in the Himara International Festival 2025 in Albania. At the 10th International Bitburg Piano Competition, she was awarded Second Prize, and at the 13th Rencontres Internationales des Jeunes Pianistes in Belgium, she received the Special Prize of the Belgian Composers’ Association.
Together with her twin sister, Izabela Qevani (cello), she won the NRW Youth Chamber Music Promotion Prize in 2024.
In 2025, the duo won the “Streicher plus” competition at the Münster University of Music. In the same year, they won the selection competition for the WDR 3 Campus Concert and recorded a 45-minute programme, which was broadcast in May 2026.
Most recently, the duo was honoured with the “Münster Stella Award for Classical Music 2026”.








Welcome Address
Dr. Kathrin Schepers, President of SI Club Münster
Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Mayor Rosenau, dear Past President Manuela Nitsche, dear Soroptimists, dear guests and friends of our Club,
I am delighted to welcome you to this anniversary celebration of the SI Club Münster. My name is Kathi Schepers, and as President of Soroptimist International Club Münster, it is both a pleasure and an honour to guide you through our 50th anniversary together with my Club sisters.
We are celebrating 50 years of SI Club Münster in a most fitting place: the historic Town Hall of Münster, where parts of the Peace of Westphalia negotiations were held in 1648. A place symbolising dialogue, understanding and cooperation. That we may gather here today gives our celebration a particularly meaningful setting.
A very warm welcome goes to our Soroptimist sisters from many sister clubs who have travelled to be with us today: Ahaus, Augsburg, Bochum, Borken, Coesfeld, Dessau-Wörlitz, Dülmen, Düsseldorf-Hofgarten, Emsdetten-Greven-Saerbeck, Essen, Meppen-Lingen, Munich, Münster-Mauritz, Osnabrück, Reken-Dorsten, Trier and Witten-Herdecke.
We are also delighted to welcome friends from Zonta Club Münster, Rotary Club Münster and Hückeswagen-Radevormwald. It is a pleasure to celebrate together.
A special welcome goes to our Friendship Links from Groningen West and St Albans. Their international friendship is a valuable sign of connection and understanding across borders. Unfortunately, our links from the USA, Japan and the Seychelles cannot be here today, but we greatly appreciate their continued connection.
Looking back over 50 years, we see a history of commitment, responsibility and community. Since 1976, we have lived our values: equality, education, empowerment, human rights, diversity and solidarity.
The Club was founded on 17 January 1976 by 24 committed women at the Museum of Art and Cultural History in Münster. It was a remarkable moment, attended by representatives from across Germany and Europe, and one of the largest charter celebrations in Germany at the time.
Today, Soroptimist International has around 72,000 members worldwide. The German Union has 225 clubs and more than 7,000 members. Münster was the 29th club to be founded.
Remarkably, two founding members, Dr Angela Iserloh and Lilo Trippen, are still with us today. This continuity is a true gift. I would like to honour Dr Iserloh today with flowers.
Our Club history is more than dates. It is friendships, inspiring discussions, meaningful encounters and impactful projects.
For 50 years, we have followed our guiding principle: raise awareness, take responsibility, make a difference. We promote women and girls, support education, and engage in local and international projects. We also focus on issues such as access to clean water and the impact of crises on women and children.
Integration has remained a key challenge, which is why we support cultural projects such as the Cactus Junges Theater. Education is equally central, for example through our scholarship programme in cooperation with the Music Academy and University of Music Münster.
Our work is made possible through strong support for our fundraising events, including International Women’s Day discussions and Orange Day activities.
Looking ahead, we live in a time of profound change. Questions of equality, education and human rights are more relevant than ever. This is why networks like ours are so important.
We celebrate today with gratitude and confidence. The idea of Soroptimist International remains alive and will continue to grow — here in Münster and beyond.
We are especially grateful for the support of the City of Münster. Dear Mayor Rosenau, thank you for being here. We now look forward to your address.
Thank you for your attention.


Keynote Address
Prof. Dr. Annette Zimmer:
Having a Voice – Having a Vote – Driving Change
Women in Civil Society
The concept of civil society has gained remarkable importance since the 1970s — much like the Soroptimist International club in Münster. Yet today, the growing influence of NGOs and non-profit organisations is increasingly met with political and public scepticism. This development poses risks not only to democracy and society, but particularly to women’s participation and representation.
In this lecture, I will reflect on the transformative 1970s, when the founding of the SI Club Münster both reflected and advanced wider social and political change. I will also highlight the long tradition of the Soroptimists and their unique ability to combine economic, social and cultural capital in order to empower women to participate, influence and lead.
The talk will further explore what “civil society” actually means as a complex and multifaceted concept. Using data and examples, I will show how women have progressed since the 1970s, not least through civic engagement. However, these achievements cannot be taken for granted. Current political and social developments suggest that women could once again face marginalisation in business, academia, politics and culture.
This makes the commitment of organisations such as the SI Club Münster more important than ever.
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GALA EVENING
at A2 am See, 27 June 2026


Welcome Drink at the Sky Bar (Words of Welcome)
Opening of the Gala Evening
Dr Kathrin Schepers, President of the SI Club Münster
Dinner – Barbecue Buffet
Programme:
Hosted by Sarah Giese
Lilith Prystaj (*2010) Chasing Your Shadow
(2025, original composition)
Introduction of the debating parties, selection of the debate topic
Lilith Prystaj Speechless
(2019, Alan Menken (*1949), renowned film composer)
Debate
Debating Society of the University of Münster
Award Ceremony
Stella Bensmann Hair
Cactus Junges Theater
Handover of Donation for Cactus Junges Theater
Opening of the Dance Floor


 
Lilith Prystaj (Pop Vocals)
Lilith Prystaj is 15 years old and has been singing since early childhood. Since the winter semester 2025/2026, she has been a junior student at the Youth Academy of the Münster University of Music and the Westphalian School of Music Münster. She receives vocal tuition from Inga Mareile Reuther.
She has also studied classical guitar and is currently taking electric guitar lessons as a secondary subject. Last year, she took part in the Jugend musiziert competition in the category Pop Vocal Solo and received awards at every level of the competition.
 
Debating Society of the University of Münster
The Debating Society of Münster has existed since 2000 and has since sought to provide students with the opportunity to develop and demonstrate their rhetorical skills through debate. Ensuring that female students are also represented within this field is particularly important to us.
The society has won numerous national and international competitions and, two weeks ago, organised the final debate of the German debating championships in Münster.
Debating Society of Münster
The debaters are:
· Julia Rühringer (studies Law and has been debating for five years) 
· Lotte Oestmann (also studies Law and has been debating for five years) 
· Julia Peris (studies Public Governance across Borders and has been debating for two years) 
· Katarina Krezo (studies German Studies and Social Sciences for a teaching qualification and has been debating for three years) 

“Hair” – A Production by Cactus Young Theatre
The text ABOUT HAIR was created in 2024 in the context of an exchange project with young adults from Ghana entitled QUESTIONS. A key theme of this piece is German colonialism and contemporary postcolonialism.
“Hair” is presented by:
Stella Bensmann
She has been involved with Cactus Young Theatre for approximately six years, having joined at the age of 14. She performs and dances in a wide range of Cactus projects. She now also takes on responsibilities as an assistant in directing and choreography. She is currently studying Theatre Education in Lingen.
Cactus Young Theatre will celebrate its 35th anniversary next year. From the very beginning, the SI Club Münster has supported Cactus Young Theatre, which initially started as a one-woman enterprise, founded and led by our sister Barbara Kemmler.

Sarah Giese (Host)
M.A., is a trained voice artist and speech scientist (DGSS) and can regularly be heard on ARD, ZDF, and in audio descriptions for Disney+. She lends her voice to radio dramas for RBB, audiobook productions, and can be heard as a narrator in numerous international museums, installations, and cultural venues. Alongside her freelance work, she has been working as a dramaturg and director at Cactus Young Theatre Münster since 2011.
Following numerous artistic residencies abroad and award-winning productions, she taught at the Cologne University of Music and Dance from 2017 to 2023. Since 2023, she has been teaching in the Musical Theatre Department at the Institute of Music of Osnabrück University of Applied Sciences.
www.sarahgiese.de
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President Kathi’s Welcome Address - Get Together at Mimigernaford
Dear Soroptimist sisters, dear friends of our Club,
A very warm welcome to all of you to our Get Together here at Mimigernaford. I am delighted to welcome you this evening and truly pleased that we are able to celebrate the opening of our club anniversary together.
It is wonderful to see you all here tonight – to arrive together, reconnect, exchange ideas and thoughts, and prepare ourselves for the celebrations ahead. Our anniversary weekend begins quite deliberately in a convivial and relaxed atmosphere this evening, before we gather again tomorrow for the official ceremony at Münster’s historic Town Hall, followed by our gala evening at A2.
For tonight’s gathering, we have very consciously chosen a special venue – a place rich in history, character, and deeply connected to the city of Münster. Perhaps some of you have wondered: what exactly does “Mimigernaford” mean? The name sounds unusual – almost mysterious – and indeed it conceals an important part of the city’s history. “Mimigernaford” is the oldest known name of Münster. It appeared as early as the 8th and 9th centuries. At that time, this was a small Saxon settlement situated at a ford – a crossing point over a river. In the year 793, the missionary Liudger founded a monastery at this very place. From this monastery developed the name Monasterium – and eventually the Münster we know today. Mimigernaford is therefore, in a sense, the cradle of our city – the very origin from which Münster emerged.
And I believe there could hardly have been a more fitting place to begin our anniversary weekend. Because over these days, we too are reflecting on our roots – on what has shaped our Club, on encounters and friendships, on shared commitment and on all that has grown over the years. This evening we are gathered in a listed historic building here at Bült 23 – a house dating back to the 18th century. Bült itself was one of Münster’s oldest trading and transport routes and already played an important role in the life of the city during the Middle Ages. And there is something else that makes this house remarkable: it is, in fact, the only building along this stretch of street that survived the Second World War. That too tells a story – a story of preservation, continuity and new beginnings. For more than 250 years, hospitality has been lived here. People have come together to dine, talk, debate and laugh – and that is precisely what we wish to do this evening as well.
I am truly delighted that we are able to celebrate the opening of our anniversary celebrations in such a special place. An anniversary is not defined solely by programmes or ceremonies, but above all by the people who belong to it – by community, friendship and shared memories. So let us enjoy this evening together, take the opportunity to talk and reconnect, and look forward together to the highlights that lie ahead during our anniversary celebrations. And of course, I now wish you great enjoyment of the Westphalian specialities, stimulating conversations, and a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
President Kathi’s Welcome Speech for the Gala Evening Celebrating the Club’s 50th Anniversary
Dear Club Sisters, distinguished Guests, dear Friends of our Club,
I hope you all enjoyed a pleasant afternoon following today’s ceremony at the Historic Town Hall. It is wonderful to see so many of you again this evening here at A2, in such a beautiful setting overlooking Lake Aasee. Thank you warmly for so many kind words and good wishes. We truly appreciate your friendship and your presence on this special occasion.
Tonight, we celebrate 50 years of friendship, commitment and solidarity. An anniversary like this naturally invites us to look back — at what has grown, what has been achieved and what has endured. But it also encourages us to look ahead: to the values that unite us and to the difference we still hope to make. Earlier today, many of you explored our exhibition and project display at the Town Hall, offering a glimpse into five decades of club history and social engagement. I would like to share a few further reflections this evening.
Since our foundation, we have remained committed to supporting girls and women, improving opportunities and promoting participation and independence. We firmly believe that education, equality and self-determination are essential foundations of freedom, democracy and peace. For 50 years, we have contributed through voluntary service — locally and internationally — wherever support was needed and meaningful. Our projects over the decades reflect the breadth of this commitment.
In the early years, club members supported refugees and elderly people, collected books for a local care home, contributed to UNICEF and Lebenshilfe, and even supported a hospital project in Sri Lanka.
In the 1990s, we became involved with a girls’ shelter in Bielefeld, while the exhibition “Children Paint Peace” in Münster drew attention to children affected by war.
Environmental and sustainability projects also became part of our work, including tree-planting initiatives, water projects and support for Engineers Without Borders.
A particular focus throughout the years has always been children, mothers, girls and women. We supported the Sterntaler Foundation for single mothers studying at university, helped expand a local playground and supported the “Happy Hospital Room” initiative, bringing children’s literature into hospitals.
The situation of refugee women has also long been close to our hearts. As early as the late 1990s, we supported sewing workshops and language courses for refugee and asylum-seeking women, as well as vocational training programmes for migrant women.
Today, integration remains one of society’s major challenges, which is why we currently support language programmes for Ukrainian women refugees.
One project deserves special mention this evening: Cactus Junges Theater. For more than 30 years, since 1992, we have supported this remarkable theatre initiative. It beautifully demonstrates the importance of cultural participation, creativity and integration for young people. I am therefore especially pleased that later this evening we will present this year’s donation to representatives of Jugendtheater-Werkstatt e.V., in support of Cactus – Junges Theater.
Everything I have mentioned tonight is only a small part of our story. Yet it clearly shows that our club has remained active, open-minded and deeply committed.
As one of the club’s younger members — I joined in 2018 — many of these projects were before my time. That makes me especially grateful to Maria and Sabine for their outstanding archival work in preserving and documenting our history. Thank you both very much for that.
Looking back, I also noticed that in the club’s earliest years there were comparatively few projects. Perhaps our members were initially focused more on building friendships, creating a strong community and establishing lasting structures. And perhaps that teaches us something important: meaningful social engagement needs a strong foundation. Friendship, trust and solidarity do not happen automatically. Today, we benefit from that foundation.
Our history also reminds us that change often begins in small and unexpected ways.
The husband of our founding president joined Rotary at a time when women were not allowed to become members. Through a small newspaper article, Dr Naunin discovered the Soroptimist network and simply decided to write to the Union President — who replied immediately. That was in 1973. However, it took another two years before the club was officially chartered, partly because our members wanted first to “share a sack of salt together” — to truly get to know one another, build trust and grow together before formalising the club.
Even the charter celebration itself came with a memorable story. The entire room had been decorated in purple. It looked beautiful — but the representatives from the Union were apparently rather shocked to discover that the traditional blue and yellow club colours were nowhere to be seen. The explanation was simple: at that time, there was little guidance or experience to follow. This was long before the digital age, and our young club simply chose its own path. To rescue the situation with charm and humour, Dr Naunin quickly bought a book entitled Münster steckt voller Merkwürdigkeiten (“Münster is Full of Curiosities”) and presented it to the Union representatives as a gift. A thoughtful and wonderfully diplomatic gesture.
Our club also decided to forgo the traditional candle ceremony at its founding — something considered quite outrageous at the time.
Today, however, we are proud of what this club has achieved over the past five decades.
Not loudly.
Not spectacularly.
But consistently, reliably and wholeheartedly.
For the future, I hope we remain curious, courageous and open to the challenges of our time. Because one thing has not changed in 50 years:
Commitment matters.
Community gives strength.
And women who take responsibility can make a real difference.
With that, I wish you all a wonderful evening and now hand over to my club sister Sarah Giese, who will guide us through tonight’s programme.
Dear Sarah, thank you for accompanying us through this special evening with your warmth and charm.
To 50 years of club history — and to many more years of friendship, commitment and hope.
Thank you very much.
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