[image: ]50 YEARS OF SOROPTIMIST CLUB MÜNSTER –
THIS IS 50 YEARS OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

As a service club, we take our responsibilities very seriously, reflecting the values of Soroptimist International.

Awareness, Advocacy and Action

Through various presentations at our club meetings, we raise awareness, both internally and externally, regarding the immense challenges facing our democratic society and the vital role women play within it. We acknowledge that we must empower girls and women to improve their lives using our limited resources. Since our founding, we have been actively involved in our projects through volunteer work, making a difference wherever possible. Since our early years, the focus of our social projects has been on promoting and supporting activities aimed at the education of girls and women. We see this as the greatest opportunity to serve personal freedom, democracy, and peace. Therefore, in our projects, we have always kept an eye on the impact of wars and crises on children and their mothers, focusing on both international and regional projects. 
This brief overview documents our club's history and our dedication over 50 years. It shows how some projects have remained consistent with global developments over the years, and while the core focus has not changed, the selection of projects has become much more diverse. We continuously engage in various initiatives for access to clean water and have successfully brought other regional Soroptimist clubs on board. Integration has been a constant challenge for our society over these 50 years, and we support it by all available means. This is why we have made the work of "Cactus Junges Theater" our long-term project. Likewise, in our commitment to education, we wish to maintain the scholarship for female participants of the Youth Academy, the joint project for highly gifted students by the Westphalian School of Music and the Münster University of Music. 
All of this requires an enormous effort and sufficient resources. We are grateful for the unwavering interest in our annual charity events. This allows us to continue with enthusiasm and to initiate new social projects time and again.



CHARITY EVENTS FOR OUR PROJECTS


2000 Charity concert by the Rubin Quartet

2006 Preserving the mobile library, featuring readings by prominent figures
2011-2019 1st to 5th German-Japanese charity concerts featuring the Young Westphalian Baroque Ensemble and Japanese soloists

2023-2026 "Taken for granted?!", annual panel discussions for International Women's Day on the visibility of women in professions where they are not traditionally represented

2025 6th charity concert featuring the Young Westphalian Baroque Ensemble and SI scholarship recipients from the Münster Youth Academy
2022-2025 Open meeting on a current topic

For many Years: Orange Day activities in Münster

CONTINUOUS PROJECTS TO DATE

since 1992 “Cactus Junges Theater”, Münster
since 2003 Mentoring programme by SI/Germany, supporting young women in leadership positions

since 2009 “SI goes for Water”, water projects with other regional SI clubs initiated and organised by the SI Club Münster

2009-2011 TAWI water initiative, working on a water reservoir in Tigray, Ethiopia, and supporting two female students from the Münster University of Applied Sciences
2013-2014 Disinfection system for drinking water at a school run by Benedictine nuns in Tanzania, supporting a student from the Münster University of Applied Sciences

Since 2013 Supporting young musical excellence at the Münster Youth Academy (a joint project for gifted students by the Westphalian School of Music and the Münster University of Music), including the annual awarding of a scholarship to a highly talented young female musician
 
Since 2020 Women's emergency hotline (Frauennotruf), Münster

Since 2022 Childcare at the "Offener Treff" (“Open Meeting Place") of the MuM (Multi-Generation House and Mothers' Centre), Münster




SOCIAL PROJECTS CURRENT AND BACK TO OUR FOUNDATION


Some of these projects were supported for several years, while others were one-off donations; most involved significant personal commitment.


2024-2026 Thailand. “WEAVE” (Women's Education for Advancement and Empowerment), supporting Karenni refugee women from Myanmar
2024-2026 Integration, native language support for refugee women at the Münster Multi-generation house (MUM)
2024 “Madame Courage”, Münster, supporting single-parent students

2022-2024 Language support for Ukrainian refugee women

2021 Promotion of graphic artist Judith Kaminski and support for homeless women, Münster

2020-2023 "Pro Talent" at the University of Münster, a scholarship for high-achieving and dedicated students

2019-2023 Ghana, educational sponsorship for Alice Aakua Oparebea to support her Bachelor's degree in Social Sciences

2018 Vocational internship seminars for migrant women, Münster

2014/2015 Water project by "Engineers Without Borders" (see above)

2013 School bags, waterproof trousers, and other in-kind donations for a municipal day-care centre and the Münster Family Centre

2012/2013 GGUA refugee aid Münster, "Having chances and taking chances" women's projects

2008/2009 Photo exhibition "Abusus" by the artist Nicole Frohne on the topic of abuse

2005 Multi-year educational sponsorship for an Indian girl
Elderly care  via the "Human to Human" association

2004-2006 Support for the project against female genital mutilation of the German Union of SI

2004 Support for the "Münster Tafel" food bank
2003-2004 Lubumbashi, DR Congo. Mutoto e.V., educational projects for children in the Congo

2003-2013 "Schrittwechsel" dance group by Lebenshilfe for young people with Down syndrome, Münster

2002 Language course for refugee women and asylum seekers in cooperation with the city of Münster

2002 Support for the exhibition project: “Christian Women in the Resistance against National Socialism 1939-1945” in Münster and other cities

2001 “Lebenshaus” hospice, Münster

1999-2000 Establishment of a sewing workshop for refugee women in Münster

1999 India. Social development and leprosy relief: featuring an educational sponsorship for one student in Kerala and one in Bangalore
1999 “The Cheerful Hospital Room”, an initiative by the German Medical Women's Association providing children's literature in hospitals
1995-1996 Expansion of the playground in the Blaukreuzwäldchen and swings for Protestant children's and youth centres, Münster 

1994 Refugee aid for Somalia together with the German Union of SI

1993-1999 "Sterntaler", support for single-parent female students
1992 Tree planting project in a schoolyard in Halle/Saale, East-Germany

1991-1994 "Children paint peace", an exhibition by the Oberhausen Peace Village for war-injured children at the Münster Stadthaus
1991 Support for the girls' shelter building project in Bielefeld

1990 Bangladesh. Women's Training Center
1989 Active support for refugees from Bosnia and resettlers in the refugee accommodation, Schöppingen

1987-1988 Support for the SKF women's and children's shelter for children with cancer, Münster
1985/1986 Medical instruments for a hospital in Lambarene, Gabun and a microscope for a pathologist in Sri Lanka

1984 Support for UNICEF projects alongside the German Union of SI
1981-1983 "Wohnnest" (Living Nest) for disabled people by Lebenshilfe, Münster

1980 Book collection for a retirement home of the Cohaus-Vendt Foundation, Münster

1978-1981 Support for refugees from Vietnam and Cambodia at the Oberhausen Peace Village and in Schöppingen
1976-1977 Action programme aiding refugees, financing support services for children, young people, and the elderly in Oberhausen and Schöppingen


If you would like to learn more about our projects, our social commitment and our club life, we warmly invite you to visit our website at www.clubmuenster.soroptimist.de.




OUR ANNIVERSARY PROJECT  “Cactus Junges Theater”

“Cactus Junges Theater” was founded in 1992 by our club sister, Barbara Kemmler. The guiding principle of her work is the communication of socially relevant topics in an engaging way and at a high artistic level. Numerous national awards, strong international partnerships, and regularly sold-out performances stand as a testament to the theatre's success. Young people between the ages of 14 and 27 form the creative foundation of these diverse stage projects. Migration stories and other difficult life circumstances are transformed into theatre through intensive educational and artistic guidance. This creates moving insights, authentic encounters, deepened integration, and social participation. 
Our Soroptimists have stood alongside this socially and artistically valuable project for over 20 years.
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