Questionnaires about FGM/C

1. What is the historical origin of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C)?

2. How many girls and women worldwide have undergone FGM/C, according to UNICEF data?

3. What are the different types of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting?

4. What are some of the health risks caused by FGM/C?

5. Why is the term "Female Genital Mutilation" used in legal documents?

6. What are some of the excuses given for FGM/C?

7. What is the estimated number of girls at risk of FGM in the UK?

8. What are the legal consequences of performing or assisting in FGM/C in the UK?

9. What are some signs that a child may be at risk of FGM/C?

10. What actions can be taken if you suspect a child is at risk of FGM/C?

Answers
1. Historical origin of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C): The history of FGM dates back at least 2000 years. The first historical reference can be found in the writings of Herodotus, who reported its existence in ancient Egypt in the 5th century B.C. Some believe it was rooted in the Pharaonic belief in the bisexuality of the gods.

2. Number of girls and women worldwide who have undergone FGM/C: According to UNICEF data, at least 200 million girls and women have been cut.

3. Different types of Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting: There are four types of FGM/C:
· Type 1
· Type 2
· Type 3
· Type 4

4. Health risks caused by FGM/C: Some of the health risks include constant pain, difficulty having sex, repeated infections leading to infertility, bleeding, cysts, abscesses, problems with urination, psychological damage, and complications during childbirth.

5. Term "Female Genital Mutilation" in legal documents: The term "Female Genital Mutilation" describes the gravity and harm of the act. It is an advocacy term used in legal documents, including laws like the UK's "The FGM Act 2003" (amended by the "Serious Crime Act 2015").

6. Excuses given for FGM/C: Some of the excuses include purity, chastity, virginity, cleanliness, beauty, family honour, culture, tradition, and controlling a woman's sexuality.

7. Estimated number of girls at risk of FGM in the UK: It is estimated that 65,000 girls aged 13 and under are at risk of FGM in the UK.

8. Legal consequences of performing or assisting in FGM/C in the UK: FGM/C is against the law in the UK and has been a criminal offence since 1985. It is illegal to help, support, or arrange for FGM/C to be performed on a girl or woman, and it carries a penalty of 14 years in prison.

9. Signs that a child may be at risk of FGM/C: Some signs include knowing that a mother or older sibling has undergone FGM, a girl talking about plans to have a "special procedure," or parents stating that they will take the child out of the country for a prolonged period.

10. Actions to take if you suspect a child is at risk of FGM/C: Actions include speaking with safeguarding officers, mandatory reporting duty, implementing a protection order, calling 101, writing down the police reference number, and following up with ECRIS for further support and advice.
