Newsletter for South West & Channel Islands Region
Soroptimists inspire action and create opportunities to
transform the lives of women and girls through a global
network of members and international partnerships.

Number 14 Summer 2016

More Presidents than Mount Rushmore!
Hi Ladies,
We’ve had a very busy couple of months what with May Membership Month and also the regional AGM, conference
and friendship weekend. You’ve all been busy bees getting yourselves heard AND seen and hopefully your efforts will
be rewarded with some new members coming on board.
It was wonderful to see so many of you at the recent regional conference, AGM and friendship weekend hosted by my
Bath club. Many of you noted that it was a very relaxed and informative weekend in a lovely location with some
inspiring speakers, a great choir, a jumbulance visit, canal boat trip, a guided walk and a welcoming lunch to finish off
with on the Sunday. All this was made possible by my little club or ‘gems’ as I call them without whom it wouldn’t be
made possible. I feel very lucky to have such a willing team. My thanks also go to the regional officers who made the
AGM run so smoothly.
I continue to visit more regional clubs and I’ve been made most welcome. It was my first visit to SI Guernsey and Don
and I were delighted with all that was laid on for all the visitors. It’s definitely a weekend not to be missed in the future.
SI Cirencester also put on a great show with their Roman themed weekend and the members looked fabulous in their
th
Roman outfits including the men! SI Torquay & District celebrated their 75 Anniversary with a very stylish tea at their
Rosegarth residence and dedicated a bench and planted a Soroptimist rose in their garden to celebrate. The scones
were to die for!
SI Tiverton also had a lovely tea with local musical entertainment involving youngsters which was very enjoyable. I
also enjoyed an evening with SI Cheltenham and learned much about bees which always fascinate me.
SI Plymouth also put on a lovely dinner dance recently and everyone looked lovely all dressed up but most importantly
they were very proud of receiving the Ellen Brawn award for good practice and the trophy sat proudly on display for all
to see. Well done to them! I look forward to more club visits in September.
Finally, many of you went to the UKPAC Study Day on the 9th July and the speakers were excellent, giving us much
food for thought. Enjoy the summer and I hope to see many of you at future events in September.
Yours in friendship, Regional President Diane
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You will have heard the term Growth Fund mentioned many times over the last couple of years. The
background to this is that the Board were given the opportunity to access Government funding from an
outside consultancy Affilius to develop a strategy for increasing membership, tailor made for each club. SI
Garstang were chosen as the pilot club then a further 30 clubs in 3 Regions for a larger pilot. St Austell &
Barnstaple from our Region. Unfortunately the Government withdrew funding for the scheme. The Board
decided to continue with a modified scheme and £8000 was set
Regional Officers 2015- 2016
aside.
The 30 clubs were to meet in 3 groups of 10 over 3 meetings. Affilius
have also been advising the Board on various strategies. Basically
they transfer planning strategies that have been applied to businesses
to growing membership for a service organization. I attended the
first meeting in London (South Group) with Christine of Barnstaple
in March and the second one Birmingham (Midland Group) in May
because these venues suited me, so I met with two different very
committed enthusiastic groups of Soroptimists (all self funded).
Affilius have been looking at us from outside and have given us lots
of ideas and a structured pattern for growth and shown us how this
can be applied to a club. I have met with our Membership Officer
Kay and shared my learning with her.

President: Diane Steele
President Elect: Daphne Dowsing
Vice President: Vacant (Can you help?)
Treasurer: Janet Diffell
Secretary: Audrey Taylor
Membership & Development: Shirley
Alexander
Programme Action Officer: Irene Hockin
Regional Councillor: Di Hill
Benevolent Fund Representative:
Christine Briggs
No 63 Representative : Alex Lain
Website Administrator: Anne Brooker

At our recent club meeting we used some of the questions from the sessions to have a club workshop on
Membership, allowing all members to have a voice. Kay hopes to attend the third meeting in London in
July.

The Study day held on the 9th of July focused on Programme Action issues with some wonderful
speakers. Our Region provided Stewards for the day which was much appreciated by our Regional PAC
Officer, Irene Hockin, and the UKPAC Federation Board.
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The friendship weekend
began with an interesting
and relaxing trip on the
Kennet and Avon canal
starting at Bradford on
Avon.

The AGM underway. One of the
lighter moments amongst some
more serious discussions,
receiving reports, adopting
resolutions and making decisions.

The Conference took place
in the ideal surroundings
of the Cumberwell Park
Golf Clubhouse which
everyone agreed was a
wonderful and scenic
location.
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Clockwise from top left: Speaker Clair Scrimshaw with
President Diane, Dr Sarah Wexler and Lydia McGivern
from RUH Bath, The Jumbulance, Prof Helen Young
with Bath Club President Gillian Horigan, Federation
President Elect Ann Hodgson with Past President Kay,
The Colerne Military Wives’ Choir and finally the
Sunday morning walk led by SI Bath’s Jenny James
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“Susie, Freda & Mitra, members of
SI Taw & Torridge with the 30 plus
back packs they have filled, ready to
send to Mary’s Meals for
distribution.
This month they have also sent off
six bags of bras for recycling, with
money raised going to Against
Breast Cancer.”

Regional Theme 2015/16:
‘Women should be seen AND heard’

SI Torquay & District
produced some wonderful
tasty bites to be sold in aid
of Bowel Cancer UK earlier
this year.
They were promoting
awareness of this disease.
Future Dates for your Diary 2016

Reminders!
‘It only takes a minute’. Regional
Membership officer Shirley Alexander
would like to remind those clubs who are due
to speak at the September regional meeting
to nominate somebody to speak about their
latest ways of recruiting members.
URGENT: Shirley would also like to remind
you about the Development Day in Reading
on 3rd September. Registration is required
by 3rd August on the SIGBI website.

Apart from the Regional AGM all meetings are held
at The Catholic Centre in Taunton
•

24th September 2016 - Regional Meeting

President Elect Daphne Dowsing’s Year
2016/2017
•
•
•

•

26th November 2016 - Regional Meeting
25th March 2017 - Regional Meeting
16th/18th June 2017 - Regional AGM,
conference and friendship weekend in
Tiverton.
23rd September 2017 - Regional Meeting

PE Daphne reports how successful the ‘who
is collecting what for whom’ has been and
it’s proved to be a great regional project. She
would like any updates by the September
Regional meeting please.
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SI Plymouth, the winners of the Ellen Brawn Award for 2016 presented by Irene Hockin,
our Regional Programme Action Officer

SI President Diane, SI Torquay &
District Club President Jasmine and
PE Daphne at the bench Ribbon
cutting ceremony in in memory of
past members at Rosegarth House.
which included the planting of an
official Soroptimist rose, the
“Benstar”, by retired member Betty
Crump.
Accommodation!
At the AGM it was suggested that we
encourage an old Soroptimist tradition
where if Clubs are in a position to offer
accommodation in private homes as an
alternative to hotels or B&Bs for visiting
Soroptimists, they should take the
initiative by extending an invitation.
Visitors are also encouraged to
approach Clubs they are visiting to see
if such an invitation may be
forthcoming.
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