Newsletter for South West & Channel Islands Region
Soroptimists inspire action and create opportunities to
transform the lives of women and girls through a global
network of members and international partnerships.

Number 20– summer 2018

Dear Sister Soroptimists
Amazingly my two years as your Regional President is nearly coming to an end. I will have to get my gardening gloves
and my marigolds out. Not just yet !! I have lots to do in the coming months. You will recall that Anita Corbin came to be
our guest speaker at the Regional Conference in Tiverton in June, her 100 First Women Exhibition is now on in London. It
runs until the 22nd of August, I have been to visit it for a day trip with Sue Perry from SI Bristol and we really enjoyed it.

The Times Newspaper printed photos of three of the first women this week. Dany Cotton the first female
commissioner of the London Fire Brigade, Baroness Heyhoe Flint, the first woman to be elected to the full
committee of the MCC and to score a six at Lords. Kathryn Sargent, the first female head cutter on Savile
Row. The above photos shows Anita, myself and Sue with a photo of Commander Karen Dalton-Fyfe RN
The first woman to command a Naval Base. Fantastic to have seen this project develop over the last eight
years. I have brought one of Anita’s books and will bring it for you to see at the Regional Meeting on the
22nd of September. Having had May Membership Month, I know many of our clubs have been able to
recruit new members which is excellent news. I am currently emailing them all direct and via your club
secretaries. I welcome them to our Region and to our Organisation and invite them to the Regional
Meetings. Do please try and get as many new members to come and those who may not have been for a
while. Fill your cars, we will be pleased to see you all. The September meeting will be my last one as your
Regional President. I look forward to seeing you in September by then I will have visited Guernsey and
Jersey which I am really looking forward to. Following the September Regional Meeting we have a
Regional Officers meeting on the 13th of October. Many of you we hope will be coming to Liverpool for the
SIGBI Conference on the 25th to the 27th of October. Where I will hand over to Kay Turner and Wendy
Plaice for the first three months of the new Soroptimist year. I am so pleased we now have a full quota of
Regional Officers to start from November. Congratulations to Jackie Theobald, SI Yeovil and District, our
new Federation Councillor. Di Hill, SI Bristol, our new Regional Programme Action Officer and Vanessa
Billings, SI Barnstaple ,who is our new Benevolent Officer. Programme Action is at the heart of all we
achieve and I have been so proud of you all and the dedication you give to your various projects.

Fabulous to see Lydia being presented with the Ellen Brawn award given by Irene to the club or person who
is most focused on Programme action in our Region. Congratulations Lydia and a lovely photo of Irene, it is
Irene’s last year of being Regional Programme Action officer. Thank you so much for your dedication to the
Region and we are delighted you are our Vice Regional President.

Congratulations to our clubs who celebrated 100 years of some women getting the vote. An important
event in our Region, it gave excellent photo opportunities for publicity and for working together to
celebrate this achievement, SI Plymouth, SI Bath and SI St Austell and SI Tiverton have had some brilliant
publicity locally and on Twitter. Well done all the Tweeters you are doing an amazingly, getting our SW
and CI Region and our Organisation on Twitter. Looking back on it I can see SI Taunton, SI Cirencester, SI
Brixham and SI Swindon and SI Barnstaple all represented for lots of your events. Our super Geneva trip is
on there as well. Do have a look, start an account yourself, enter a new and exciting world. At the Cardiff
Conference our SI Tiverton Tweeter Janine got a message up on the wall of the staircase to congratulate
me as Regional President for the second year. It is an exciting medium and well worth checking out..

Our new team will take over after the October 2018 Liverpool Conference.
Wendy Plaice and Kay Turner November- December-January
Sue Perry February- March – April
Audrey Taylor May- June –July
Jackie Mosedale August-September and October
They have so much experience between them and I know you will give them the same support as
you have given me. Thank you all for coming forward and it will be an exciting year with all your
ideas and expertise.
We have an awesome organisation where women from the world over, meet and work for one
common cause.
We are Women Inspiring Action and Transforming Lives.

Lighting the candle of Friendship at the 78th AGM and Conference in Tiverton with
Immediate Past Federation President on the left myself representing the Region,
Jenny Evans, the June SI Tiverton President representing all the clubs and Nicki Bear
our new SI Tiverton member representing the new members in our Region. So
many lovely photos and memories that I will treasure for ever. Thank you to all
those who attended and listed to our inspirational speakers. Some clubs I know are
going to work on plastic pollution having listened to Ken and the oceans of rubbish
including his plastic ducks. Kay Richmond spoke of the fight for justice for women
suffering abuse and inequality worldwide. The need to help those who cannot help
themselves. Modern day slavery is something we all need to be more aware of and
to seek evidence that will stop this and the trafficking of women and girls. The
dramatic rescue of Vanessa Glover by the RNLI made us all realise any of us could
have been in that situation. She was hanging on to her car and then being swept
away from her family by flood water across a scrap yard. She clung to a tree and
was eventually rescued by the RNLI. We were very moved by her story and were
delighted she and her family had been rescued by such brave volunteers. I have
spoken to you about Anita Corbin and her 100 Women First. You are all special
women, because you care about others and do all you can to Educate, Empower
and Enable women and girls to reach their full potential. I am proud to be a
Soroptimist and I know you all are as well.

Dates for the diary
August 2018 Our organisation gained Charitable Status a new and exciting era
SI Guernsey Friendship weekend September 7th to the 9th 2018
September 22nd 2018 Regional Meeting in Taunton
SI Jersey Friendship weekend 28th to the 30th of September 2018
SI St Austell luncheon 7th of October 2018
October 24th to 27th 2018 SIGBI Conference in Liverpool
November 10th SI Brixham Presidents Evening
November 17th 2018 Regional Meeting in Taunton
March 16th Regional Meeting 2019
June 8th 2019 Friendship and AGM in Brixham
21st Quadrennial Conference hosted by SI South West Pacific (SISWP) will be held in Kuala
Lumpur Malaysia from the 19th to the 21st of July 2019 making it an historic first time in Asia.
See wwwsiconventionakl2019.org for more details. Early registration is now open. Conference
costs for registration work out about £400 per person. Airfares will be available in August this
year for those considering going to this very special event and only happens every four years..

I joined the Regional Team in 2014 and since then it has been an interesting journey. I totally
recommend the role to anyone. My advice would be to start with Vice President, then President
Elect and finally Regional President. You will have a greater understanding of the role and feel
closer to all the members in the clubs. It gives credibility and confidence. We have a full
succession plan in place, however, we will need new Regional Presidents in the future and
Regional Officers. We all have talents and the greatest one is to give to others and seek no
reward. The reward is in the giving. The advice I would give to anyone of you thinking of being
Regional President in the future is to be yourself, be fair and be kind and do the emails you
receive every day!!! One other thing do your Christmas cards in July or August!!!
A successful woman is one who can build a firm foundation with the bricks others thrown at
her!!! I feel that our South West and Channel Islands Region is an efficient Region and well
respected within our Organisation. I have really enjoyed my two years and I hope I will be
remembered for more than the 6000 chip shop baby vests that I have received and passed on
to help those little babies in faraway places. I have been so fortunate to have visited all the
clubs and met so many of you. Thank you for your support, your friendship, your goodwill and
your understanding. Amazing hospitality and listening to my various speeches and little stories.
I do hope those of you who can, will come to my last meeting in September and the hand over
meeting in November. Our Region will be in good hands with 6 Regional Presidents instead of
just one. They will continue to represent you all and take the Region forward. I will be delighted
to be the Immediate Past President of our Region. I hope to spend more time with my
grandchildren Ella 10 and Maia 7. My pink gardening gloves and pink marigolds are waiting to
welcome me back and Roy may see me a bit more. May all your wishes come true, mine did
when I became a Soroptimist.

THOUGHTS
If the toast always lands butter-side down and cats always land on
their feet, what happens if you strap a piece of toast to a cat !!!.
A woman told her doctor, “I’ve got a bad back”. The doctor said, “Its
old age”. The woman said”. I want a second opinion”, the doctor says
“OK you are ugly as well”.
A spa hotel is like a normal hotel only in reception there’s a picture of
a pebble.
Good Housing Keeping magazine ran a poll of readers asking “If you
went back to school. What would you study?”
The results 10% said any of the sciences and 50% a foreign language
and 40% something creative like art. Let’s hope the younger
generation is more open minded if they were asked
Remember lots of people working together can achieve amazing
things.
A person who feels appreciated will always do more than is expected
of them.
Thank you for reading this Regional Newsletter if you are able to give
me some feedback that will help to decide if the Newsletter is worth
continuing in the future. For the members who do not have a
computer please can you make them a copy and share it with friends
and other prospective members, as another recruitment tool.
Yours in Friendship
Daphne
Soroptimist International
Regional President South West and Channel Islands
2016-2018

