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Role of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner 

• Created by Part 4 of the Modern Slavery Act 2015

• Accountable through the strategic plan and annual reports, which the 
Secretary of State lays before Parliament 

• Specified public authorities are under a duty to cooperate with the 
Commissioner –
• Law enforcement and border security 
• Local government
• Health bodies
• Regulators (GLAA)



41. General functions of Commissioner

(1) The Commissioner must encourage good practice in –

(a) the prevention, detection, investigation and 
prosecution of slavery and human trafficking offences;

(b) the identification of victims of those offences. 

Role of the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner 



Criminal justice vs systemic approach?

• Palermo Protocol 2000 sought to ‘prevent, suppress and punish 
traffickers in person, especially women and children’

• Protocol has enjoyed broad support – 178 states

• Rationale for approaching labour exploitation and irregular migration 
through a criminal justice lens rather than in terms of migrant or 
labour rights 

• And it is argued that severe labour violations continue and migrants 
are abused and deported despite the work of modern abolitionists

• Is a wider human rights approach needed?



• ‘The category of modern slavery can be best understood as a 
politically motivated effort to draw attention to the most extreme 
cases…… It concentrates attention upon a smaller number of 
exceptional cases and thereby ends up tacitly legitimating – or at least 
de-prioritising – everyday abuses and systems’  Joel Quirk 2020 in 
Beyond Trafficking and Slavery 

• It’s causes are systemic; we have an economy which relies on cheap 
exploitable labour and a hostile environment which makes 
undocumented people unable to work for anyone other than those 
willing to flout the law, pushing them into abuse’. Emily Kenway 
quoted in the Independent 3 February 2019 



• Eight offenders from two Polish OCGs convicted of slavery, 
trafficking and money-laundering offences. Sentences range 
from three to 11 years

•Ninety-two potential victims of modern slavery were 
identified, police believe up to 400 victims in total 

• Vulnerable victims trafficked from Poland, forced to live in 
squalor and work in farms and factories

• Victims made £20 a week, perpetrators made over £2 million

Operation Fort



Operation Fort



• This case illustrates the enormous harm that victims 
of exploitation suffer. Your business has a role to play 
in identifying and preventing exploitation.

• I would like to be reassured that in the light of this 
case you are reviewing the action your organisation 
takes to ensure that suppliers are not using slave 
labour. 

Operation Fort – IASC letter to CEOs



Boohoo’s sweatshop suppliers: 
‘They only exploit us. They make 
huge profits and pay us peanuts’

Undercover at an East Midlands 
factory making clothes for the 
hugely profitable Boohoo and Nasty 
Gal labels, our reporter found 
almost no protective equipment, 
and wages as low as £3.50 an hour

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/


Brands responsibility for abuse and exploitation in 
supply chains

• ‘I am satisfied that the allegations about poor working conditions and 
low rates of pay are not merely well-founded but substantially true.’  
Levitt report for Boohoo

• Nearly 200 law enforcement operations in Leicester

• Modern Slavery Statements appeared to be irrelevant

• Called for joint responsibility with the Director of Labour Market 
Enforcement



Industry progress

Barely achieving 
compliance

Meeting basic 
expectations

Evolving good 
practice

Leading on human 
rights innovation



The Role of Financial Institutions

• Slavery is illegal in every country in the world

• But economic and financial systems appear to tolerate it or even 
promote practices which result in abuse

• Key role to detect and disrupt illicit financial flows - $150bn a year

• ‘Finance is the lever by which the entire global economy can be 
moved’ Liechtenstein Initiative

• Call to Action Preventing Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking

https://themisservices.co.uk/msht-full-report


“It ought to concern every person, because it is a debasement of our 
common humanity. It ought to concern every community, because it 
tears at our social fabric. It ought to concern every business, because it 
distorts markets. It ought to concern every nation, because it 
endangers public health and fuels violence and organized crime. I'm 
talking about the injustice, the outrage, of human trafficking, which 
must be called by its true name modern slavery.”

Barack Obama, September 2012, Clinton Global Initiative







Environmental, social and corporate governance

• ‘The purpose of business is to solve the problems of people and planet 
profitably, and not profit from causing problems’ The Future of the 
Corporation, The British Academy (2018)

• Investors focus on ESG is not about philanthropy but about fiduciary 
duty and the necessity for sustainability in the long term.

• The pandemic has illustrated the link between vulnerable workers, 
vulnerable supply chains and vulnerable economies.

• Your financial adviser will soon be required to discuss ESG investments 
with you



Women in the Shadows
• The Clewer Initiative Lent 2021 five week programme focuses on the 

different ways women and girls are exploited in the UK today -
www.theclewerinitiative.org/womenintheshadows
• Sexual exploitation
• Labour exploitation
• County lines

• What can we do to join the fight against modern slavery?
• Who could you tell this week about the issue of modern slavery and help to spread 

the word? 
• Are there organisations you could support who offer accompaniment to those 

seeking recovery from sexual exploitation?
• Are there businesses in your area that you could talk to about their supply chains and 

challenge them about whether modern slavery might exist without their knowledge?
• What can we do to reach out to vulnerable children and make the alternative to gang 

life more attractive? 



Soroptimists – How
to take action
• Report your concerns:

• Modern Slavery Helpline

• Crimestoppers

• The Clewer Initiative’s Farm 
Work Welfare App (FWWA) 
and Safe Car Wash App Safe 
Car Wash app 

• Be a conscious consumer – if a 
good or service is a steal, who is 
paying the cost?
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